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with the immortal Butler, | \ 


41 © Tt matters not how falbe or forc'd 
doe best hing be aid of the wont" 
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cohich would be ſufficient tu diſcourage the appearance | 


of any thing under the name; were it not, that eu- 
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ceptions to this general afſertion have ariſen in aur | 
own days, evincing the mild but ſuperior dignity of . 


Truth, however unadorned, to all ſou glittering e 


eee eee „ 
19 remarks, with reſpe to the pre gfont _ 


IR would be needleſs, were the Reader but ac- 


quainted with the many and diſinterefled favours 


which' you have from time to time conferred on me un- | 


Hu ; be would then me on this to be, what in 
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| AUTHOR. 
How, what do you mean ? 


, Pome. 
es. 
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FRIEND. 


Why $ou muſt know, that the Like | 
4s, that you are about to turn author, 
Wich, in this critical age, though it can- 
Not be properly called the age of criticiſm, - 
is only another word for a madman. 
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AUTHOR. | 
8 ſo, « there is a pleaſure i in 8605 
mad which none but madmen knew: we 
are in a free country, cannot a man amuſe 


himſelf with his pen as often as he pleaſes? _ 
a 6 wie nifies fxeedom, if at times a 


Fan MY Navin: : 
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FRIEND. 


Tom: provided, ks have the ume 
effect on his readers: but numbers are 

atified in ting out faults ; like inſets, 
e Hy ober the ſound parts to . on 
ſores. E : 
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ir years ago; 
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AUTHOR. 


If ſo, 1 think I can furniſh ſuch with 
abundant gratification, and much good 
may it do them; and in order to gratify 
them qu vanes I php eee re that 
EW unned upon, which 1s:the only 
Ne wit, in . Yrobability,” fuch 
re, of anedio- 
EO 3TH: OAT] Elie 800 244 D109 
I i 85 rnb. = f F "oy 


But do not you 1 think there” are hooks 
enough already ?_ ee) ba ihe 


» Aurnon. „ 


tans ſeemed to thi nk ſo Gs thi OU» 
but the modern Solomons 
ſeem to think otherwiſe; beſides, if writers 
are encreaſing, ſo are trunk. makers, paſtry- 

- cooks, cheeſe-· mongers, &c. &c. &c. and 
is it nothing to line a lady's trunk p to 


She embalmed in ſpices ? to envelope the 


pleſfings of Cambria f̃ or to repoſe in kin- 
dred cobwebs in N eie "oe: Moor- 
fields? en es 2118 4 
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ANT RODUC TON. 


' FRIEND, 

And at the ſame time, where does the 
poor author repoſe? ;in freſco perhaps un- 
der the Piazza of Covent Garden! A- 
well-a-day ! that the preſs ſhould provide 
pread for every one that is concerned in 
it, the. poor writer alone excepted ! To be 
dipt in ink is to be dipt in miſery: and 
ſhould the hapleſs writer attempt to raiſe 
his fame, ſhould he diſcover the ſlighteſt 
| ſpark of genius, the fire-engines pour in 
from every quarter, and that ſpark, which 
would have warrned the world for many, 
years to come, is in an "inſtant. extin- 
- guithed. PL | 
78 00 © | AUTHOR. 2 

- Mortiying refleQions indeed! 


w Hae FRIEND. 2 e ber bes 

55 would have vou con fider well before 
| you appear in print, unleſs. you can ap- 
pear in all the faſhion of the day: as I have 
already obſerved, this is the age of criti- 
ciſm, an age in which there are ten critics | 
for one writer, and ten writers for one 
reader, and ten thousand' readers for one 


12 75 * 


2 eg 


1 W f 
+4 
* 


363 — y—_—_ >, 
* 


9 


Hand philo 


and perhaps 


' INTRODUCTION. — 1 : 
; e er 5 
vy then mould 1 I be nen > 


A 7 
Ss > % 


a ne or Pager 1 find I's can . per- 


ſuade you; ge 55 l thirtk better 


WR * Fe, off £5 


> 


1 
1 


Farewell my friend ! Now Ma he is 


gone, let me . the reader in my, 


oon manner. — That man is an.odd com- 


pound, I believe you will not deny; ant 
though this remark might have been 


made a thouſand and a thouſand ne 
before me, do not' take 'me for a ſecon 
er, retailing other people's 
ſentiments "and ſcraps of learnin 8 Ls 
ak from obſervation and my own 
elings, and 1 find that I make a to- 
lerable figure in the Tine! of rene 


therein yourſelf; -adrhiring one year what 


_ diſguſted in another, and liking to-day. 
> wine diſpleaſed yeſterday : This change 
of taſte pervading the human mind, from 


the hours that beits-and rattles deli a 
2 "BY 
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8 INTRODUCTION. 


to the days that_crutches and ſpectacles 
are neceſſary, gives birth to whim, and 
whim creates faſhion ; hence that infinite 
variety in dreſs and amuſement, that 
keeps the great world buſy, and the little 
world ſtaring at it; hence heads that 
plerce the ſkies, which à little before 
were ſcarcely perceivable ; hence that 
variety of ſhapes, triple capes, and buckles 
that mount the entire ſhoe, though a 
microſcope was neceſſary, ſome time ago, 
to diſcover this important article ; hence 
large hoops, and ſmall hoops, and no hoops 
zat all, With ſkirts, ſhirts and waiſts of 
all dimenſions, and hats contracting and 
expanding like the ſenſitive, plant, when 
tquched or relieved from it; hence it is 


that even features and complexions have 
their days of admiration and neglect : 
. « books and writers are in the ſame pre- 
dicament. ; 


| I have ſeen ; the Spectator 
thrown. careleſly by, after a few lines 
having. been drawled out from one of the 

| beſt papers in it. I have heard the Ad- 

- venturer called ſcarcely. tolerable ; ſeen 
Milton prove diſguſting.; Johnſon called 


a ſtupid pedant, and Pope à vile imitator; 
and all this by perſons who had 
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them a thouſand and & thouſand times 


before. When the inſtrument is out of 


tune what the Devil muſic ean be expect. 
ed? Why then ſhould it be thought odd, 
that I ſhovld net hit every wayward: taſte, 
and at all times? full well I know that 1 
muſt run the gauntelope of eriticiſm, and 
be pardoned perhaps after execution. Can 


I expect te. pleaſe a lady after a bad run 


at cards; particularly if detected in ſlip- 


ping ene, of tipping a ſignal? neither if 
rouge hath been laid on awkwardly, with - 


the bloom fuller on one cheek than the 


other, producing ill-natured fneers and cri- 
tical remarks? Or if none of theſe ſhouid 


happen; er if it ſhould happen, which, 


thank Heaven, but ſeldom happens, that 
a lady ſhould. nat know her own: mind, 


the knowledge of which depends. on ſuch 
@ variety of circumſtances, I truſt I ſnall 


ſtand excuſed in paſſing over every one of 
them if a lover has been inattentive, or 
has thrown à glance in an improper di- 
rection, a billet-doux loſt, good man out 
of temper at late hours, .caſh- all gone, 


diſappointed by the hair - dreſſer, lap-dog 


ſick, china-eup eracked,  eye-brows. 


ing,Hoyle miſlaid, Prayer Back at hand, 
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ſcandal exhauſted, an old maid married, 


and perhaps a rival toaſted ? How I can 
expect to pleaſe an old gentleman after 
being jilted by a giggling girl? ora young 
one after being ſtripped at Brooke's, or 
deceived by his taylor, and an engage- 
ment on his hands with a danm d fine girl? 
or a doctor, having killed an excellent pa- 


tient, in a flow fever too? or a lawyer, 
found guilty of taking money on one ſide, 
in order to cheat the other, with an in- 
tent to defraud both ? or a patriot, who 


has been diſcovered tampering with the 
immaculate miniſter, before his bargain 
was cloſed ? or a brawny man of God, diſ- 


appointed of a fat living ?—under theſe 
and ſuch like mortifying circumſtances 
nothing can pleaſe: and why, in the name 


of goodneſs, ſhould I hope to pleaſe? but 
as ſoon as the fermented ſpirits have ſub- 
fided, every thing will go on as ſmooth 
and as glib as a new-cleaned clock. After 
what has been ſaid, and ſung,and whiftled, 

I hope you will excuſe me, if I add, that 


at all times there will be found ſome 


who are too wiſe to be pleaſed, others too 
roud to be pleaſed, ſome too learned to 
4 e * Wann too ignorant to be 
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Pleaſed; and ſome of ſo much conſequence, 
that they are ſeldom pleaſed except with 


their own dear conceptions, at the ſame 


time, not conſidering how neceſſary it is 
to their health to unbend a little, and to 
| ſtep off their ſtilts ; it is a duty they owe 
both to themſelves and their children : 
and though Lord Cheſterfield, of: grace- 


ful memory,, has laid it down as criminal 


to give the muſcles leave to play the 


breadth of a hair beyond a gentle. ſmile, 


yet I do hold that a comfortable laugh 
may now and then be admitted into a civi- 
lized company; provided Doctor Starch is 
not preſent, my Lady Sneer, Sir Peter 
Perpendicular, Sir Chriſtopher Cloudy, 
or Lord Stately, who will not permit a 
fimper to ſtruggle through their whale- 
bone features. 'Ye ſpirits of Sterne, Cer- 
vantes, and Rabelais, ariſe, and whip me 


fuch affectation]! I am no advocate, how- 


ever, for the ſarcaſtic laugh, the horſe 
laugh, or the. broad unmeaning grin; the 
laugh extempore, nor yet the excentric 


laugh, but for that generous impulſe of 


nature, where the heart joins in chorus, 
and not only the entire frame, but every 
thing in the houſe, vibrates in uniſon 
: Sy [2 2: 5 Ht 3985 #3. 2.1 eee 
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1 x INTRODUCTION. | 

"NF with it.—If the reader will be fo indul- 

* gent as juſt to permit me to illuſtrate 
| what I have ſaid, by the tranſcript of a 

letter, which I received from a friend the 

other day, who is a perfect fiddle in this 


way. 
Dran Cuanres, 
Jou chide me for not writing, but you 
ſhould much rather thank me when I 
have found a ſort of inclination for wri- 
ting, and imagined that I was in proper 
humour for it: opportunity was wanting, 
and when opportunities offered them- 
ſelves, they, like my applications to ma- 
dam Fortune, always came too late, for 
no ſtirrings of inclination could I find 
- within. or without me, but the fidgets 
or blue devils, and ſometimes both, driv- 
ing helter-ſkelter pell-mell; what would 
be the conſequence, ſhould I write to 
you at ſuch a time ? Why, before you 
could read five lines you would be in the 
fame ſituation; I ſee it plainly, I ſee you 
open my letter, as Tom delivers it, 'and 
after taking a cheerful laugh at ſome witty 
ſaying of his, and a pinch of ſnuff, you | 
begin;—the firſt moment you look * 
| EA the 
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the ſecond you rub your oy and 
ſhrug your ſhoulders, the third you get 
up, take a few turns acroſs the room ; 
—firſt quick, then flow ; enquire if the- 
fog is not heavier than uſual ; a yawn- 
or two ſacceeds, and a hint [about a 
head-ach, and that ſleep is a uſeful 
thing; my letter is crumped up with a 
ſort of ſmothered curſe, and that you will 
endeavour get through the remainder of 
it to- morrow, if poſſible. You might as 
well preſcribe ſaw-duft for the ee 88 as 
e e ee VV 
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0 yes / O yes 10 yes / and O yes, a 7 urth 


time, if there is any magic in old Norman 


French— this is to inform all bigh- re 
words that wiſh to be conſpicuous, all tal 
byperboles that would Iook down with con. 


tempt on your Creeping figures, gaudy epi- 


 thets that are anrious to ſbine like tulips, 

. gxpletives that would be looked on as ſo many 
led borſes—tbat if they light on my pen of 

© their own accord they ſhall be welcome ; 
but if they do not, I am refolved neither to 


enfnare nor ſolicit them ; and as for quota- 


tions, though I ſhould even ſtand in need of 


one, I. ſhan't drag it in by the head and ſhoul- 


ders, unleſs at times it may be to ſhew my 
Frength. ED 5 
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Lord i in he kingdom. 
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A NOVEL WRITER may ht as +a of 
titles, as any monarch in Europe, 


—may lay all his or her ſcenes i in 


high le, 1 he or ſhe live in a garret. 


may break a promiſe as well any 


— not bound to ſpell words accord- 


| ing to Join Sheridan, &c. 


if a female, at full liberty to break 


Define s head, as often as ſhe does her huſband's ; 


andi if her novel does not ſucceed, may hang or 
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Ar 


drown herſelf — why not, as woll as poets and 


painters? 1 


e to proſe licence as well 
as poetic, and to eat and drink at pleaſure — in 
imagination. : 


— at full berty to ſeize on all 
French prizes, provided they underſtand a few 
words of the language, | | | 
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| ———entitied to diſemvowel, or 
rather, as Tom Brown expreſles it, to di ſembowel any 
word or words, , in the Fan, or any other lan- 
guage. 1 rer 


— — — permitted to throw the 
one half of their faults on the unfortunate preſs, and 


the other on the bad taſte of the e | | 
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ow I ſtand like a ſtranger : at the 
meeting of many roads, not ſo much 
as a finger-poſt to direct me—take 
but one at once thank you. Maſter 


ure its hundred times, faith the 
Italian, before you cut it once - ma) 
I be found $0; related to ſon 
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thought of the matter! 
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doomed to live in the perpetual 
ſmiles of fortune, and even knighted 


into 'the bargain, if ever I once 
Pies on 


your artificial letters !—let it flow 
from the as it is ditated by the 
heart, without ſo much as once paſling 


into the head, and perhaps it will he 


nothing the worſe for it. Every thing 


has a beginning, as Abidas “ ſaid, when 
he ran mad; and no doubt many of 
my friends will imagine that I am 
about to follow'the inſpired example, 
non paſſibus æquis, in thus launching out 


my little paquet-boat, amidſt the ad- 


4 A celebrated 1 hiloſopher, author of a 1 
tract, entitled A Treatiſe on Methodized Mad- 


nels, by which any man: of plain common ſenſe, 


in leſs than iu meets I. if — Sener due as 
author, it is rue 


274 as a March Hare, 
many places has laid bimfelf open to many 
animadyerſions, or rather any - mad - verſions, 


5 7 to the orthography of Mr. Elphinſte ne. 


See the firſt ſection of the ſecond page of the thir 
chapter 75 the fourth volume of the fifth book 
the” works: of Johannes in Nubibus, faithfully 


inted after the laſt Lunar edition. 12 7 2 


E9mbnb . - venturous 


a. 
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; venturous rovers of the pen, after 1 
had gained the harbour ſo long lan- 
guiſhed after: as I promiſed, however, 


to give ſome account of the voyage, 
ſuch as it was, on a ſtormy ocean, 
without compaſs or rudder, perhaps, 
I ſhall not meet with a better oppor- 
tunity than the preſent, as I have been 
juſt inducted into a large farm—you 


thought I was going to ſay a benefice 


—which may be ſaid to be entirely in 
a ſtate of nature, that is the very ſlate 
TIT wiſhed to have it in; as you know I 
am fond of agriculture, not a moment 


in a ſhort time ſhall I have to ſpare. 
In one corner I intend to fow all my 


wild oats; in another I am about to 
raiſe a bower to the bees; in a third 
I ſhall twine an arbour for Philomela, 


that nightly ſings beneath my window 
AE ſhall take care that no rude hand 


ſhall invade her downy neſt; in the 
fourth, as I have corners enough, I 
have W hn out the leaf-wrought 
grotto, o ou 15 


to 


e 


* 
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mall never riſe a hit higher than ſhe 


all the world in n as in every thir 
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to give me the hint, and which at pre- 


ſent: exceeds. Calyplo's fabled one. F 
have taken the model of my labyruath 
from the windings of the bare; and 

that timid. animal ſhall be always fure: 


of an aſylum in it. I 33 
the murmurs of my falling floods, 


railed a ſeat for the ,weary traveller 
under one of the largeſt of my elms: 
in ſhort, I have conſulted Nature in 
almoſt every thing, and ſhall take 
care that Art, however 1 


ought on thoſe occaſions. Her hand- 
maid, my echoes, already exceed Paddy 


| Blake's, My ee that 28 can 


b \ S | 
: . 8% #., 
&. ft? 5 3 4 


wy . Among the i ah related'bf bo- 
neſt Paddy, it is faid, that being once in company 
with the late Duke of Cumberland, and ſeveral other 


gentlemen, the converſation happened to turn on 


,cho, and the places moſt „ for the re- 
ce of that airy nymph eee e, | 
wo you pleaſe, ** quoth Paddy, of Waodſtock, 
&c. &c. but my brother's eſtate in Iteland exce 20 
n 
elſe; 
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wintion-ono = even the — one 
excepted, which Don Pedro Reggis 
ravely aſſerts to have been caught on 
delightful banks of the Caſts, ſo 
happily: celebrated by en Pon- 


man; : 
As a garden was the firſt abode. ar 


innocence, in laying out mine I have 


been particularly attentive to every 
thing that may ae the charms of 


thoſe days; in doin this J have con- 
ſulted the genius ae, 


Pyramus and Thiſbe, „ | 
_ wy TER forgotten, nor yet 


elſe; nay, there is one I am fo familiar with, that 

he never fails to ſalute me thus: © How do you 

do, Mr. Paddy?“ and in return, as I with to be 

| polite to the ladies, I fay, And how do you do, 

liſs Echo?* To which ſhe conſtantly anfwers, 

© Very well, I thank you.“ In ſhort, I tell you, 

ntlemen, one Iriſh Echo is worth a whole cart 

load of Engliſh ones,” At this time, it ſeems, 
the Taureat 8 . Car was not kaun. 
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the fooliſh Am gdalus * and that the 
| po may while in ſecret, they ſhall 
compan 1 


only with the trem- 

— aſpin. You would imagine that 
my lies had juſt fallen from the 
ureſt fields of light my marigolds 
the ſun my primroſes from the 


moon my pinks from the boſom of 


Aurora - and my dews from the ſtars, 


as pure as the tears of thoſe that died 


for love. My tulips are very 1 55 udy ; 
but I cannot ſay that I am ſo fond of 


them as Lipſius- f. I Gow raiſed a 


verdant mound around the whole, and 
committed the care of it to one that 


. will not abuſe m y confidence ; . 


* 8 Plin 1 8 Did Hiftory- { 
mr Lipſius declared, in a letter to his friend, that 
the fine tulip roots he had received from him 


gave bim more pleaſure and delight, than if he 


dad ſent him ſo arr lumps of ſilver or gold, — 
Cariores inquit mi 

ſiſti ſelectarum quam fi globulos totidem auri vel 
argenti miſiſſes. Vulgus non credet. Ego de 
mes animo et ex animo loquor. Lipf. Epiſt. edit. 


i tuliparum bulbiquos mi- 
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tree 1s to ſhoot out as wide and as 
high as it pleaſes, not a trace of the 
Thears, till I am well convinced, by 
ſome Dutch commentator, that Adam 
vas entruſted with a pair; he is only 
to bruſh off the unwholeſome dews, 
and to canopy the neſt of every bird 
that delights to build in it, except the 
ruthleſs . In this delightful re- 
treat, I hope to entertain the four 
ſeaſons at once. And as I am as fond 
of ſunſhine as Diogenes, I only wiſh 
that I could lay up as much of it in 
ſummer as would ſerve me through- 
out the winter: I have choſen. a ſpot, 
however, in which I think I ſhall enjoy 
my portion of it. I do not intend to 
raiſe a very large houſe, but expo 
to render it as commodious as poſſible; 
for this purpoſe my principal cham- 
bers exactly face the chambers of 
the ſouth, ſo that when the ' ſweet 
influence of the pleiades is unbound, 
I can have my ſhare of it; my bed- 
room is to ſhoot into the garden, in 
405 | which 
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ou I truſt I ſhall enjoy what 


ur fayourite calls the ſomnus altus, 
ee like that which Job longed 


for in the land of Inanity; and in 


order that I may fleep with my fa- 


thers, and a dozen or two of my grand- - 


mothers, I have pitched my tent 
within a few paces of the churchyard, 65 
every particle of which I ma 

related to me; two of my ker — 


nt repoſe in it, beneath the um- 


ge of à ſpreading palm, that roſe 
as it were ſpontaneonſly to guard 
the ſacred fpot—ſo ul on earth, 
that they were called the twin ſtars; 


bow muſt they now ſhine 1 in the king- 
dom Of their father! 


Hence did they go juſt as they did begin 

Sorrow to know, before they knew to fin: 

- Death, that does ſin and ſorrow thus prevent, 
Is the- next bleſſing to a liſe well ſpent. 
And ſurely, if the eftimate of human 
life amounts to what che divine So- 


corates hath computed it at, may we 


0 But nature will have 
e | her 
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her tribute, and I never refuſe to pay 
it. I had nearly forgotten to tell you, 

that I have alſo laid out a little room, 
into which on proper occaſions I can 


retire to mourn. In fine, the proſpect 


would be delicious if diverſified with 


a ruin or two at intervals; I ſhould 
like to furvey the disjointed column, 


and the time-ſhook tower; but ſuch 
is the goodneſs of our prince, that 
he permits nothing to run to ruin 


that lies in his power, except one old 


caſtle, which may be faid to be-em- 
balmed in the ſongs of the native 
bards, in conſequence of the tender 
motives which gave birth to it“. 

T 


This caſtle is perhaps oe ef the molt pre- 


cious monuments of antiquity; it is ſituated on 
the banks of a delightful river, incircled with a 
number of trees, particularly the majeſtic oak, 
which ſeem to weep over the mouldering pile 
they have guarded time immemorial; the wind- 
ings are fo intricate that it is not fafe to enter 
without a guide, particularly one of the towers, 
which is entirely covered with ivy. Tradi- 
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nſtead of reading books, I muſt 
now learn to rene. the e as the 


tion 3 __-_ this Aruure 1 was 1 by the 
Princeſs ELL or ELT A, in order to conceal her 

lover from the reſentment of her father and ſtep- 
mother, the latter of whom found means to 
poiſon. the enamoured youth. The following is 
a tranſlation of .the whole, except the many local 
beauties in the * which would, itis feared, 
bs loſt 10 the Engl iſh reader. 25 


This od 8 dande riblime, 1 
And ſinking to decay, 

eb ger all the ſilent marks of time, 
Graſs choaks th'untrodden way. 


The gate you enter, know * guide, 
TDis death and darkneſs al e 

For ſhould you err one ſtep alide; 
In vain for help you call. 


| The ſtory? s ſecond height you gain, | 
1 And ſtill new toils a „ 
1 "Keel weary ſtep is mark'd with pain, 
i ö And dangers threaten round. 


And now you hear a hollow wind, | | 
Nou ſtarting turn to hark, TL 
| Now talking look with fear fad, a 
Like children in the dark. 55 
25 : | Nor 


* 
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vulgar call it, in order to celebrate 


the marriage of the vine, under the 


molt 


Nor wonder when the truth is known, 
Love form'd the mazy pile: 
The princeſs Ell of Hlatone, 
The faireſt beauty in the iſle; 


Had choice of lovers in her train 
From all the nations round; 
They woo'd, alas] but woo'd in vain, 
For none her favour found. - 


But Love at length a choſen youth 
Provided for the maid, N a 
She ſaw, approv'd his love and truth, 

And with her hand repaid. | 


Thrice happy youth, the people cry'd 
| Thrice bleſt in ſuch a wife, 2 
And yet that fair, that valued bride 
Was purchas'd with thy life. 


T hat life to guard, thy princeſs plan'd 
The pile of Elderdeems, Fo 
Each maze was faſhion'd by her hands, 

Like fancy's fairy dreams. 


Say by whoſe malice Urmor bled, 
Ihe cauſe of vengeance tell; 
*T was by a father's nd bed, 
The gallant Urmor fell. 
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moſt auſpicious ; and if ſhe happens 


to go aſtray, let her blame her ſta 


A-neighbouring princeſs to his throne 
That father newly brought, : 

'The jealous mother, -pregnant grown, 
The life of Urmor-fought. 


Fierce in the chaſe, one fatal day, 
The youthful bridegroom rode, 
And, heated with the ſweltering ray, 

Embraced the cooling flood: 


He plung'd, the fever ſhooting fire 
Ran madding thro? his frame, 
And charg'd with many a danger dire 
Strong burn'd th' unconquer'd flame. 


| Yet drugs at length, of virtue bland, 
The fervid veins aſsuage, 

And Ella's more than healing hand 

Abates the furious rage. Y 


Naw, cry'd the proud ambitious dame, 
The precious pledge I bear, 
The crown of Iſlatone ſhall claim 
His father's Jawful heir. 


Urr:.or the cup of death ſhall taſte 
With deadlieſt poiſon fraught, 

And Ella's fond officious haſte, 
Adminiſter the draught, 


Then 
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as many a fair one has done before 


her on the ſame occaſion,  _ 
And in order to diffuſe the ſtreams 
of happineſs thro' as many channels 
as Po ple, I ſhall ſtudy to carry it to 
the meaneſt of my cottagers: he that 
cannot read of a wet day ſhall be in- 
congenial to his taſte; and if in my 
ower not one of the four domeſtic 
evils which Hedfeldius has enume- 


dulged in ſomething elſe, I N as 


rated ſhall haunt the lowlieſt ſtraw- 


built ſhed: * the poet ſhall pay his 
quit-rent with a ſong, and I 96M to 
be able to ſend you ſome excellent 
ones, as this country boaſts, the off- 
ſpring of many, particularly one, who 
raiſed devotion to rapture, and taught 


Then poiſon mix'd of hemlock made, 

And plac'd by Urmor's fide: 
Take this and live, fair Ella ſaid ; 
He taſted, bow'd—and dy'd. 


* Sunt mala terna domus imber, mala fœmina, 
fumus quartum, cum mane ſurgunt pueri ſine 
pane. | 
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the very rocks to melt at the name of 


_ diſaſtrous _ — he never committed 
-any thing to paper.—As ſoon as that 


tyrant _ transferred the war- 


z bling meaſures of his breath, a neat 
marble ſlab was placed over the ſpot 
which holds his remains. The curate of 


the pariſn has written theſe: lines, which 
I intend to have engraved on it : 


Ye gentle nym s, our own fam'd SiLAs mour 
And 2 Ren roſes on his urn; . 
our · ſoft boſoms he his verſe conſigns, 
bee your heart the tablet of his lines; 
Tt hus ſhall his numbers live, tho? void of art, 
While there remains in Cara one ſoft heart, 


But why do J talk of graves, of 
epitaphs, of worms and tombs ?” 
Write ſorrow in the duſt ; let us be 
merry, caper and dance, to ſomething 


elſe, in the hop and jump way. 
As I am but anew beginner, in the 
line of letter-writing eſpecially, I 
feel the neceſſity of taking ſome one 
for my guide, who is allowed to have 
excalled the * What do Rake 
think 
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think of Bolingbroke? You might 

as well, my dear friend, bid me paint 
the water of a diamond! Balzac 
then; — that indeed, as Johnſon ſays, 
would be to catch the gentle agitation 
of a grove in a gentle ſtorm ; and in- 
deed I think I could as ſoon catch. 
a comet by the tail. There's your 
favourite Swift.—*Tis not even ex- 

pected that Weſt {ſhould paint the 
odour of a roſe; and as to Sterne 
I might as well imitate nature at 
once. Nay, the truth is, I dare not ſo 
much as read a line of thoſe writers, 
leſt it ſhould put me out of all con- 
ceit with myſelf ; and what would be 
the conſequence, if I even ſhould ſuc- 
ceed in this reſpect? at beſt I ſhould: 
be but an imitator. Heaven forbid 
that ever I ſhould be claſſed with one 
of the ſervile herd*'? as toe quotations, 
I think myſelf pretty fairly entitled 
to them. — But the truth is, I would 
much rather have a guinea of my own 
than be indebted: to Child, or even 
| C 3 : Hope 95 | 
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Hope, in the ſum of five hundred. TY 


With regard to plagiriſm a writer 


may as well ſteal as not, for he is ſure 
to be accuſed of it; but it is not every 
one that poſleſſes the dexterity of a 


Barrington. 


But after all, I don't fag that I won't 
take advice, provided it falls in with my 
own opinion : I know there are rules in 
abundance laid down for letter-writ- 
ing, even by thoſe that knew they 
could not follow them. Heaven bleſs 
you, there are as many rules for letter- 
writing, as there are cures. for the 
tooth-ach—but as I neither eat, drink, 


Walk, talk, nor ſpeak by rule, I do not 
Tee that I ſhould write by it. Thank 


our ſtars, we are not all of one opinion. 
great critic on this ſubject has fur- 
niſhed a liſt of writers, which ſhould ab- 


ſolutely be read by every letter-writer 
in the bi 


ills of a One adviſes 
For 


Conduct of the Dutcheſs of Marlborough, in 


Sheets Preſervative againſt Poetry The Art of 
making 


* 
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you to conſult the Virgilian lots—I 
would as ſoon conſult Dr._—— on the 
: ſtate 


making Hay in wet Weather The Art of Waſh- 
ing without Water An Act to prevent the further 
growth of Criticiſm Art of making Bricks with- 
out Stra Art of living on 13000. a year, by a 
Biſhop Art of living on 20l. a year, by a Curate. 
Art of Wit, by an Alderman Art of Eating, by a 
Poet A Tract on the Theory of Swearing- Art 
of Scolding, inſcribed by Permiſſion to her Bu. eyed 
Majeſty, in one of her good Humours--Deſcription 
of 300 Three-legged Animals- Tractatus de Lana 
Caprina, propoſed as a Prize Queſtion to one of our 
Univerfities about 500 years ago, and not yet decid- 
ed— Art of Dancing on one Leg by M. La Smile, 
patentee Bow-maker— The Art of Ringing the 
Changes on Three Sermons, by a Pluraliſt—Ac- 
count of a Man that was born with a Silver Spoon 
in bis Mouth, extracted from the 644th volume 
of the Philoſophical Tranſations— A Treatiſe on 
the Uſe of uſeleſs Things, inſcribed to the Antiqua- 
ries of Great Britain--- The Siege and Surrender of 
Pamela— The Lamentations of Cleopatra for the 
| loſs of an old Night-cap--The Gold Finder, a poem, 
infcribed to Jamie B- Common Senſe, com- 
mon placed, tor the uſe of Men of uncommon Senſe, 
fuch as Heads of Colleges &c.- A Treatiſe on Jew 
Bail, in anſwer to John Doe and Richard Roe, de- 
dicated to one of Margaret Nicholſon's Knights 
Familiar Letters in the manner of Dr. Johnſon- One 
| pair 
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ſtate of my health, ſays his commen- 
tator.— A ſecond gives it as his opinion 
that you ought to ſet out like the mail 
coach, or Beetham's chiropedeal car, 
which goes without afles ; a third like a 
ſpavined horſe; and a fourth, on being 
conſulted, and taking a month's time 
to conſider, anſwered at the end, with 
a very grave countenance to be ſure, 
Set out as well you can; and I wiſh . 
I had done ſo at once, without trou- 
bling my noddle with any of them. 
Gentle reader, you ſee then that 
the exordium of a letter is not the leaſt 
difficult; a poor ſcribbler like me would 
require to have ten eyes, and a pair of 
ſpectacles to each of them, to eſcape 
cenſure in this very point. Bonaven- 
ture, who often writes at venture, like 


— — I * 
— e 


} 


„„ 


pair of Sciſſars worth Ten Pens, or the Modern 
Art of Book- making Poſt haſte Obſervations on 
ſundry Publications, entered in Cheeſemongers 
Hall — Broad Hints in Broad Scotch — A Short 
Dialogue, betwixt Two Long Noſes— Skittles, a 
Poem, by an old Gentleman who has tipt the Nine 
as often as any Poet in England. | | 
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your humble ſervant, gives it as his. 
opinion, that. in all the. opulence of. 
language, and what is more of concep- 


tion, it is not yo to find words where- 


with to begin a letter; and another of 
equal fame, and ten times his gravity, 


as ſolemnly declares, that it is ſtill 
harder to hit on words wherewith to 
conclude it: in this dilemma, or what 


you pleaſe to call it, Il think I had bet- 
ter endeavour. ta get on to the middle, 


which is the ſafeſt. way, eſpecially for 
one that wiſhes to avoid extremes: the 
* noiſeleſs tenour of the way for me; 


on recollection that will not entirely do- 


either. Order is Heaven's firſt law, 
never to be broken in upon but in let 
ter-writing and gardening, ſays one of 


aur beſt poets;—ſo like, quoth a ſecond, 


that the one may be miſtaken for the 


other; — by a blind man only, quoth a. 


fourth; —ay, or by one withall his eyes 


about him, quoth a fifth; what the ſixth 


ſaid on this very important ſubject, is 
not yer come to hand. After all, perhaps 
. it 


, 
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it will be found, that it is in letter- 
ry. e in life, when a man hath 
done, then he beginneth, and when he 
leaveth off then he > ſhall be doubtful *.“ 
Of this, however, I have no doubt, that | 
I am, — ever ſhall be, | 


Your ſincere Friend. 


Eccleſ. 


LEr. 
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LETTER II. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, — 


_ _ HOW beautifully does the King of 
Day ſet out on his golden pilgrimage !. 
all nature ſeems to revive at his ap- 
pearance, it is Philomela only that 
makes me in love with night; but why 
ſhould I detain you in deſcanting on 
what you are ſo capable of enjoyin H 
yourſelf? Having now done with all 
your letter caſuiſts, I hope I ſhall be in- 
dulged in my own manner: you know 
I am not poſitive, but I will have my 
own way. Once indeed I propoſed to 
open in the manner of an ordinary, but 
again, if words and ideas did not come 
in pudding-time, how ſhould I be 
roaſted by A, cut up by B, reared by 
C, unbraced by D, unlaced by E, wing- 
ed by F, allayed by G, diſplayed by 
H, mangled by I, curſed by K, lacerat- 
ed by L, minced y M, nauſeated by 
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N., ſnarled at by R, hiſſed at by S, and 
ſo on, ſine fine, throughout the whole 


alphabet; and in the name of all the 
Gods at once, and half a dozen God- 
deſſes, who would pity me, after the 
inimitable Fielding, who has given ſuch 


a delicious treat of this kind, that I 


ueſtion if one of his gueſts ever role 
iſſatisfied? Enough of this, however, 


and perhaps a little too much by the 
bye; to the poſt, to the poſt if poſſible, 


take care you don't run your head 

againſt it. Never fear it, in caſe Iſhould, 
there's no great danger. Now I find it 
cuſtomary with writers in this line to be- 


get their parents, ſtrange reverſe, but in 


truth I am not aſhamed to own that my 
father begat me, though I never heard 
that one of our family ran any higher 


| than Adam the old gardener, and from 


that down I'm ſure there muſt have 
beenſomeinthe motley liſt worth boaſt- 


ing of, if I took any pride in the re- 


flected panegyric e y, the 
good Bihop of Llandaff*s * 5 
is 
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this ſubject * for me, and the more eſ- 
pecially, as he is a Welch Prelate, even 
in preference to + La Bruyere, or Dr. 
Young. © No man deſpiſes birth, 
but he that can't boaft of it, and no 
man boaſts of it that can boaſt of any 
thing elle.” 

My father, then, was a Cler yman 
of the church of England as by law 
eſtabliſhed, or rather as by the Goſpel 
eſtabliſhed, for he preferred the autho- 
rity of the Bible to an act of the ſenate; 
and though he never roſe higher than 
a curate, nor ever ge” to "if higher, 
it was obſerved that he never loſt any 
of his heighth in ſpeaking of the dig- 
nity of its W 6 hich * often 


12 See bis Lordſhip's wreck fn the | Houle) of 
ords, on. the Duke of Queensbury's acce | 
the title of the Duke of Dover. T PO 
+ © If it be a good and excellent thing to be 
« born of noble and illuſtrious anceſtors, it is 
% much more ſo to be ſuch a man that no one ſhall 
« aſk who your father was; and J am ſure there's 
ſome, even'in high life, that could not pe the 
queſtion if it was put io chem. 2 +46. 
did, 
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did, as Story himſelf was not better 
verſed in the prieſthood ; yet I have 
at times ſeen him ſhake his head, and 
heard him ſay, that the ſons of Levi 
« took too much upon them.” Groome 
was ſo great a favourite, that he in- 
terleaved his works, and added ſeveral 
A e 1 
As he was the ae 26 ſon of a 
younger brother — for there was a ſu- 
perfœtation of thoſe chaps in our fa- 
mily, owing in a great meaſure to the 
law of primogeniture, which was very 
lucky for the eldeſt, who happened to 
be little better than fools, and muſt 
have begged their bread, if they had 
not been born to an eſtate—as he was 
the younger ſon I ſay, my grandfather, 
who plainly ſaw how matters went in 
the church, was determined to bring 
him up to ſome decent trade, at the 
inſtance of a couſin (a remarkable be- 
nefice broker, that is, a man that dealt 
in fat and lean livings) he was pre- 
vailed on to train him for the church, 
| N in 
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in conſequence of which he was ſent to 
ſtudy divinity, which in thoſe fooliſh 
days was looked on as an article as ne- 
ceſſary in a Divine, as the whole thirty- 
nine together: but it is only doing him 
juſtice to ſay, that he did not make a 
trade of religion; no! he was too fond 
of her to proſtitute her charms: on the 
contrary, he took ſuch delight in pour- 
traying them, that even infidels ap- 
proached to kiſs the hem of her 
garment, which dropt with myrrh and 
aloes beyond the balm of Gilead. She 
dealt in no myſteries, laid on no paint, 
lived in no labyrinth, the paths that led 
to her abode were plain, and though 
ſhooting out into different directions, 
united in the centre, like the rays of 
glory that played round her head. In 
terms like theſe did he bring about the 
peace of the Church; his example 
ſtrengthened his precepts, inſomuch 
that, like Parſon Adams, he was called 
the father of his numerous auditory, 
who, like himſelf, were not called 
|  _ hearers 
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hearers of the word only, but doers.— 
He was not merely the phyſician of the 
foul—at the inſtant that he poured the 
balm of conſolation from his lips, he 
was as generally ſucceſsful in cooling. 
the agonies of a fever, or binding up 
the bodily wound with balmy fingers. 
Few Clergymen ſaid their prayers of- 
tener of their own accord. His notions: 
of commerce he drew from Sir Andrew 
Freeport ; Sir Roger de Coverly and he 
tallied exactly in their ideas of landed 
intereſt ; the philanthrophic Fenelon 
ſtrengthened his opinion of policy and: 
government; like old Macklin he was 
always attached to the broadeſt fyſ- 
tem of liberty. How often have I heard 
him, even in the pulpit, dilate with 
rapture on the poverty of the Spartans, 
the bleſſings of freedom, and the charms 
of peace]! What avails all our induſ- 
try? ſaid he, what inducement is there 
to plow, and to plant, if the produce 
is to be cut down by the {word of the 
| 2 in ſuch a caſe who will ſow the 
oubtful grain? | _ 
N 5 18. 
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His learning was various; he liked 


to goſlip, as he uſed to call it, with 


every Writer, but lived in reality with 


the {criptures, in which he was deeply 
verſed; though at the ſame time he 
did not ſuppoſe they had eſcaped in- 


terpolation ; that he might diſtin- 


guiſh, however, between the tares and 


the wheat, he applied himfelf with 


ſuch diligence to the ſtudy of the 
Hebrew tongue, that he might be ſaid 
to be a critic in it—but he could not 


bear to ſee the ſublime poetry of the 


Old Teſtament chopped into dactyls, 


trochs, ſpondees, &c. | 


_ Antiquity and he were old ac- 
prayer: his delight was to trace 


that eccentric animal man in every 
ſtage, from the day he fed on acorns, 


ſlaked his: thirſt at the tranſparent 


brook, to the time that cookery be- 
came a ſcience, and that ſunk enfeeb- 


led: on the bed of down. 


Chronology and he were chronies; 


yet after all he confeſſed, with Sarſon 


* 
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and ſeveral others, that it was impoſſi- 
ble to ſettle accounts with father 
Time. „„ (on 

As it is but fair that imagination, 
which gives us. ſo much pleaſure, 
thould be ſometimes indulged in a 
little herſelf - occaſionally be uſed to 
take an airing with the Muſe—but 
was never ſo highly pleaſed in her 
company, as when ſhe taught the lute 
to languiſh to thoſe tender notes, of 
which the tripe-clad Hottentot and 
half-frozen Laplander are ſuſceptible. 
And in order to mark the reign of 
ſuperſtition and credulity, he had 
formed a collection of the *lives and ca- 
nonization of ſundry ſaints, particular- 
ly the life of St. Auguſtine, of whichwe 
meet an abridgment in the Calenda- 
rium Annuale Benedictorium, which 
only contains 30, ooo miracles of that 
faint, with miſſals and paſlionales. 


To 


Vis. St. Anſelm, 10 Eadmerus; St. Adan, 
uthbert, tutelar ſaint of 
| Durham,, 


St. Thomas Becket, St. 
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Io ſuch extent did he carry theſe 
ſtudies, that it may be literally ſaid, 
he took more pains to ſettle the ſons 
of Noah than to ſettle his own, though 
he had four of us, with as many 
daughters, ſave one, fo dear to each 
other, that one only wiſhed to hve to 


ſee the reſt provided for. Like honeſt 


Durham, St. David by Giraldus Cambrenfis, St. 
Dunſtan, St. Elphege, and Odo, arſhbiſhop of 
Canterbury, by Oſborn, the monk; St. Edmund, 
king of the Eaſt Angles, by Abbo Floriacenſis; 
and his couſin, St. F remund, ſon of king Offa, 
by Burchard of Dorcheſter; St. Edward the 

onfeſſor, by ZElred, abbot of Rievaulx; St. 
Guithlac of Croyland; St. Goodric, St. Hugh, 
biſhop of Lincoln, St. Marcellinus of Vork, St. 


Mildred by Gotſeline de Santo Bertino ; St. 


Oſwald, arſhbiſhop of York, St. Robert, biſhop 
of Hereford, Theſe are only juſt preſented to 
the reader as a ſpecimen; for it would ſwell a 
thouſand Belgie volumes, even to give the bare 
names of the miracle-mongers of thoſe days; 
when a man or woman could be fainted with as 
little difficulty as an alderman can be knighted at 
preſent ; but ſuperſtition, thank Heaven! is now 
on her death-bed, and may ſhe never.recover! 


Crow, 
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Crow, he conſigned us to Providence *, 
who knows our neceſſities before we 
| aſk, and is even readier to give than 
. we are to alk, thole things which 
| conſtitute our happineſs here and 
| hereafter.—Our: patriarchal manſion 
was built on the ſummit of a gently 
riſing hill, left it ſhould eſcape the 
eye of the way-worn traveller, who 
was always ſure to find a © ready 
chair” and a hearty repaſt, crowned 
with a cup of home-brewed beverage, 
- which he uſually called Adam's ale; 


* The reformation had found fo able an advo- 
cate in the life and converſation of this pious paſ- 
tor, that his enemies deemed him worthy of 
marty:dam, which he paſſed through with all the 
gaiety of a More, the reſignation of a Socrates, . 
and the conſtancy of a Huſs. Such of his friends 
as preferred. temporal to eternal intereſt, ſtrove to 
perſuade him as he approached the ſtake, to relin- 
quiſh thoſe ſentiments which he was going to ſeal 
with his blood, on account of his family, which. 
was large and helplefs; to which he anſwered with 
a ſmile, Ve all know I love my family—but he 
that feeds the Ravens. will not forget the' young 
Crews,” — His, confidence was not miſplaced. 


after 
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after Parſon Adams, whoſe taſte he 
thought he would have hit, in caſe 


that primitive character had drank of 


it. My mother and he entered ſo 
early into the connubial ſtate, that 
their courtſhip continued long after 


their marriage. Having thus in ſome 


meaſure, particularly in my own, 
ſettled the preliminaries, I think it is 
beſt to break off for the preſent, 

e Diviſum ſic breve fiet opus. 2 
and ſo, in the language of an honeſt 
Hibernian on a ſimilar occaſion, I hope 
you will excuſe the length of this, as 
1 really had not time to write a ſhor- 


Farewell ! 
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LETTER, III. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


IN my laſt, and perhaps ſome of 
my readers would with it was my laſt, 
I forgot to aſk which of the gods 
ed over biography, that I might 
pay my reſpects to him.—In the 
reign of Saturn, much about the time 
that Nebuchadnezzar was ſent to 


grads, I am told that Mercury held it 


by patent: as his godſhip and I are 


not on very good terms *, I do not 
think I ſhould give myſelf the trouble 
to make any intereſt with him ; were 
this province but conſigned to ſome 
of the goddeſſes, there would be ſome 
chance. Let no man ever talk againſt 


the indulgence of a female breaſt, 
that ever hung on one; and I believe I 


» Had that raſcal been tried at the Old Bailey, 
Botany Bay muſt have been his fate. 
5 hung 
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hung on one as fair and as gentle as 
ever flowed with the milk of huma- 


nity my own mother's, ſhe that had 


beauty without pride, and vivacity 
without indiſcretion; nor was my fa- 
ther as a man leſs beautiful; of this I 


am pretty certain, that if they had 


claimed the Dunmow flitch, it would 


have fallen to their lot not only 


twelve months, but even twelve years 
after their union; at the ſame time 
I do not ſay, that they would not have 


| had a word or two about the drefling 


of it; for you muſt know, that in ſome 
articles of cookery {ſhe would not 
ield the prize to Lady de Coverly 
erſelf, eſpecially in white-pot and 


haſty- pudding the recipe of each 


was heretofore conſidered as a noſ- 


trum in our family. It 1s not to be 
wondered at then, that this domeſtic 


felicity ſhould exiſt in the moſt refined 
degree, when it is known that fortune 
had nothing to ſay in bringing about 


the indiſſoluble vow, nor yet exalted 
. 25 nn 
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birth, like Will Honeycomb's lady: 


it is true, ſhe had as many anceſtors 
as any other in the, pariſh; like 
Virtue, my father wedded her for her 
own reward ; and what greater dower 
could a worthy man receive, than the 
hand of a virtuous woman! for in 
theſe days, as well as in thoſe of So- 
lomon, in ſpite of all the Smithfield 
bargains that have been ſtruck, a 
virtuous woman, 1s a crown to her 
In the beginning I thought,—I 
ſcarce believe that you once thought 
about the matter (aſide)--to have con- 
fined myſelf ſoly to what regarded 
myfelf, but I cannot bear the idea 
of being entirely the hero of ro 
tale.—I hope then I ſhall be indulged 
in ſaying a word or two of thoſe 


whoſe inſtructions and example con- 
tributed to render that life ſupport- 


able, when it really was a burthen ; 
and when I would have laid it down 


with the greateſt chearfulneſs. I 


think 
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think,' I had better begin with my 
grandfather by the. mother's fide, 
which is commonly called the ſure 
ſide of the honſe ;—he was bred and 
born in England, and to his laſt mo- 
ments retained all the probity and 
courage of that enlightened nation, 
and above all that inherent love of li- 
which once glowed in the breaſt 
of every Engliſhman, and that every 
Engliſnman looked on to be what in 
reality it is, the firſt of bleſſings, and 
the greateſt legacy that could be 
tranſmitted to his children. Voltaire 
never was a greater advocate for re- 
ligious than he was for national to- 
leration ; whenever a perſon's country 
came in queſtion, he was ſure to cite 
the ſaying of the Daniſh philoſopher, 
that was upbraided on account of his, 
Patria mihi dedecus, ſed dedecus patrie*, 
or ſome other ſaying at leaſt as perti- 
* My country is a diſgrace to me, but thou 
art a diſgrace to thine. . | 
1 nent. 
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nent. In his earlier days he had borne 
arms, voluntarily, in defence of his 
native {oil : Captain Sentry compoſed 


the principal part of his military cha- 


racter, with a daſh or two of uncle 
Toby; the firſt on the breach, the 
laſt on the mine: obeyed by thoſe he 
commanded, not through the fear of 
puniſhment, but through the fear of 


offending him; too much of a ſoldier 


to cheat a ſoldier, his courage and 


magnanimity derived from thought 


and reflexion. In his perſon he was 
well-proportioned and rather hand- 
ſome; Lavater I am ſure would have 
found a great deal of pleaſure in the 
peruſal of his countenance; he excell- 


ed in all the manly exerciſes, parti- 


cularly wreſtling, inſomuch that many 


imagined he had fallen heir to ſome 
of Jacob's trips—as fond of hunting 


that he was ſcarce ever known to be 
thrown out at eighty.—But Death, 


the mighty hunter, earths us all. — 


J know very little of my paternal 
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erandfather, as he paid that debt, 


which we are all doomed to pay, 


whilſt I was yet in my infancy ; but 


this much I know: that he is uni- 
verſally allowed to have been a gen- 
tleman in the ſtricteſt ſenſe of that 


much-abuſed word: thank Heaven, 


however, there are ſome who entertain 
a proper ſenſe of it *! I think he 


died 


A young man ſome time ſince having ad- 
dreſſed a letter thus, iW. D— —, Gent. Mr. 
D. was ſo enraged that he could not help ex- 
claiming in the preſence of half a dozen, Gen - 
tleman ! gentleman ! I am no gentleman, I am an 
eſquirelꝰ As to the former, I believe his word is not 
doubted in the leaſt, even by thoſe that have the 
pleaſure of hearing of him only; 

« The only character that I am ambitious of 
filling, is that of a gentleinan, and I hope I have 
filled it as far as in me lies. I am deſcended of a 
family in which there is no ſtain, and my wiſh is 
to leave it as ſpotleſs as I found it; and this in my 


opinion is the greateſt legacy a father can leave ta 


his ſon; I pay every man his lawful debts, I in- 
jure no man; when I have an opportunity of 
ſpeaking well of any man, I believe I am not the 


laſt to do it, and if he does not afford me that 


D2 oppor- 
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died of a fever—the partner of his 
affections is {till freſh in my memory, 
and I truſt ſhall be ſo, as long as 
memory holds a ſeat in my brain; a 
mo woman—if you knew her, and 
had but. two tears in the world, you 
would drop one of them on her grave: 
Now, by al the laws of biography, ex- 
cept a few bye-laws, I find I am juſtly 
entitled to ſay a few words of myſelf; 
but the difficulty is, to know what to 
lay on ſo barren a ſubject. I dare not 
Play upon my invention, but the mis- 
rtune is, I have not one to play upon. 
If I could ſpeak of myſelf with as 
good a grace as Montaigne, or even 
the facetious William Hay, I might 
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opportunity, I am ſilent, and if not permitted 
to be ſilent, I do not ſpeak my mind in private, 
{ome- expreflions may be conſtrued into warmth ; 
but in my opinion, it would be as unfair to 
Judge of the whole of my character, from thoſe 
expreſſions, as to condemn, a piece of land, 

” becauſe it bore a few thiſtles. — Mr. Fran- 
£is's defence of himſelf, in the Houſe of Com- 
mons, in 1788. 
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entertain ſome hopes of indulgence. 
The Spectator ſays, he has oblerved, 
and what is it he has not obſerved? 
that @ reader ſeldom peruſes a book 
till he knows whether the writer of 
it be a black or a fair man, of a mild 


or choleric diſpoſition. Now, as I with 
with all my heart to contribute to the 


gratification of the reader in every 
reſpect, I can ſoon ſatisfy him on 


thoſe heads: I am fair, rather cho- 


leric, but eaſily appeaſed — and a 
little more into the bargain, rather the 
talleſt of the middle ſize, with a 
noſe tolerably well-proportioned, and 
an ear tuned to almoſt every ſpecies 


of muſic, except matrimonial, though 


as fond of children as any man ex- 
iſting, even in their grand climac- 
teric, and as ready to join in their 
amuſements - previded they let me 
mount my own hobby-horſe, as harm 
leſs an animal as any in the king 


dom if you do not ſpur him too 


much. Rational amuſements, you 
85 523 mean. 
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mean. If innocent I am rather indif- 
ferent as to- the rationality of them : 


but I have not done with dear ſelf 


yet--I am one of thoſe that would fain 


put off every thing to the laſt; I would 


rather: go ten miles on foot if it was 
a fine day, than write a letter on 


buſineſs, and yet I would rather 


write ten letters, than read one on the 


ſame ſubject. As to the ſtability of 


my temper, you may form ſome idea 
of it, when J tell you, that I am ſub- 
ject to all the “ ſkiey influence.” 
That's a fine clouded -cane—then, 


why ?—But on looking over an old 


pocket-book, I find my character 


| thus drawn by my father. 


« As to Charles, I know not what 
to think of him; one day I am filled 
with hopes. that he will make a figure, 
and the next day, he ſinks in imagi- 
nation to a cypher; he is full of ſpi- 
rits, but on occaſions he can be 
ſerious; he is generally the firſt to 
tell me there is a beggar at the 1 8 
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and to conduct him to the kitchen, 
without waiting for an anſwer.— 
I am glad to find he has no diſ- 
like to hiſtory, and yet what ſatis- 
faction in that? What is hiſtory, 
but a regiſter of human vice? —her 
pages ſtreaming with: the. blood of 
the innocent, or the. tears of the 
widow and the orphan. The poets 
are his favourites, but. I hope he will 
never be one himſelf. He is no plod- 
der, I could never get him yet to 
hunt a word through a dictionary; if 
he does not hit. on a thing immedi- 
ately, he will not be at the pains to 
look after it. The chap has ſome 
taſte, he is fonder of Pantagfuel than 
he 1s of water-gruel, I cannot ſay 
that ever I ſaw him ſtrike a dumb ani- 
mal out of wantonneſs, or rob a bird's. 
neſt Come, there is a time for all 
things; but I am very much afraid he 
will never catch the old mower by the 


| forelock.” 
Drs Good Night. 
D 4 | 


$6 THE WANDERING ISLANDER, 


LETT EE Wy. 

MY DEAR'FRIEND, © _ 
YOU are perfectly right—I can 
only promiſe, that in future T ſhall 
endeavour to make up in my life 
whatever may be wanting in my w 
do 


ters; that is, in plain Engliſh, if 1 


not write well, I ſhall endeavour to 
live well. You know I am as little fc- 
quainted with the trade of biography 
as I am with the trade of life itſelf. 
To be ſure it is a dangerous thing for a 
oung Writer to lean on his own un- 
derſtanding, or even on the under- 


| ſtanding of another, unleſs he is pretty 
well convinced that. it will fupport 
him. 8 5 8 


As to the next point, I am really at a 
loſs, and it is in vain to lay down the 
en, for I do not find myſelf in a dancing 
3 - ſome, indeed, have gone ſo 
far as to tell, what I think on the pre- 


- Tent occaſion would be improper to 


tell, if I knew any thing about the 
matter. In my opinion it muſt be 
a matter 


> 
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a matter of total indifference to the 


reader, whether my birth was preceded 
by a dream or a comet, though I am 
ſenſible your novel-writers, eſpecially 
thoſe that write by the ell, ſeldom or 
ever fail to tell you ſomething of the 
kind. Monf. d Angers, who has dealt 
pretty much in this way, tells you 
under what planet he was born, and 


if I miſtake not it was a three- penn 


one; and, as the vulgar ſaying is, good 
enough for a poet, or even ſome of 
modern antiquaries. 


You remember the old clock in 


Friftram—and. I have heard a very 
good woman fay, that ſhe did. not. 
know the uſe of a clock, unleſs it was 
wound up: one thing I ſhould be very 
glad to know, what I thought of the 
world when I came into it; but F 


do not ſuppoſe I entertained a very 
high opinion of it—for I Have ſince 
learned that I wept very heartily at the 


time; and if the reader does me the 
favour to wade through theſe letters, 
he will find that I had juſt cauſe. 


o 3 Now, 
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Now as to names, I know not that 
it is a matter of any great conſequence, 
as our friend will — that one man 
Will ſtart a hare as ſoon as another; and 

1 have the authority of the love- ſick 
Juliet, that the roſe would ſmell as ſweet. 
by any other name ; and yet there 1s 

ee Sita a Spaniard would 
think himſelf undone, if he could not 
boaſt of half a dozen; and we all know 
a German could not ſleep without two. 
I have heard a lover {wear there was 
muſic in his miſtreſs's—a trip to Gret- 
na Green changed his opinion, thge 
effect of the air I ſuppoſe. There are 
certain ſounds, I confeſs, that are more 
agreable than others, I cannot ſay 

that John Doe and Richard Roe fall 
under this claſs I have my choice, for 
J find many that would lend me a 
name, that would not lend me aguinea. 
Iam not ſo fond of hard names as Bu- 
eg nor yet of Aps as the ancient 
Lord of Mgstyn +. 8 


| en It 
Meſſenius. | 5 
1 Before I quit the houſe, I muſt take notice 


dat 
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1t is but fair to own, the name I have 


choſen is not my real one, nor yet the 
anagram of it; for I do not like to 
ſee a poor word put to the torture, 

either bein anagrammatiſt or an ety- 
mologiſt. „ PD, 

Io be plain then, for I am as fond 
of plainneſs as I am of brevity, like 
Belcour I have borrowed the name I 
wiſh to be known by in this produc- 
tion from a friend, who borrowed it 
from his grandmother, a very worthy 


that Thomas Ap Richard Ap Howel Ap 2 
Vychan, Lord of Moſtyn, and his brother Piers, 
founder of the family of Trelacre, were the firſt that 
' abridged their name, and that on the following 
_ occaſion: Rowland Lee, Biſhop of Litchfield, and 
preſident of the Marches of Wales, in the reign of 
Try il, ſat at one of the courts on a Welch 
cauſe, and wearied with the quantity of Abs in 
the jury, directed that the pannel ſhould aſſume 
their laſt name, or that of their reſidence ; and that 
Thomas Ap Richard Ap Howel Ap Jevan Vychan 
ſhould for the future be reduced to the poor diſſy- 
Jable Maſtyn, no doubt to the mortification of many 
nr => PENxNANT. 
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old woman, who uſed to fing all her 


ſongs to one tune. 

I am content with one, but if you 
are any way deſirous to know the reſt, 
I think you will meet them in ſome of 


the Reviews, ſuch as blockhead, aſs, 
_. drone, &, &c. &c. the moſt uſeful 
words in all the vocabulary of modern 


criticifmr. 
At firſt, indeed, I thought to . 
aſſumed that of a diftant relation, Mr. 


Blank, or as his anceſtors uſed to ex- 


els it ; becauſe I am told that 
it has ran without ſpot in the family 
time immemorial, and that Mr. No- 
body, who declares that he has exiſted 
long before Mr. Somebody, acknow- 


ledges that this very family of the Blanks 


was akin to him. Tom Browne, it 18 
true, has made a little free with it; 


but to make amends, the Spectator 


has made honourable mention of it. 
J am told there is a branch of this 


family in France, Monſieur Carte 
| Een remarkable for their gene- 


roſity; 
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roſity; but what pleaſes me moſt of all 
is to meet the name in the celebrated 
roteſt of 1431, * 1 
It is ſaid that every man has a right 
to chuſe his own creſt and motto: I 
wiſh every man had a right to chuſe 
his on wife; but would the good folks 
of Doctor's Commons be pleaſed with 
that? Well, well, I have pitchd on my 
creſt already—and a very uſeful one 
xt is, a weathercock ; and let the He- 
rald's Office wring its neck off if they 
dare : as to my motto, I think I may 
as well adopt the old one, ſemper idem, 


We the under-named do ſolemnly proteſt, that 
we will not change our names under any circum- 
ſtance whatſoever, as it appears from a review of 
our genealogies that we areall related. . 

Simon Greenhead. 
Thomas Broadhead. | 
Will Greathead, a Biſhop. 
Francis Wronghead, of Devon. 
Titus Thickhead, Eſq. by all means. 
Benjamin Blank. | 
Charles Scatterbrain, PO 
The laſt gentleman I underftand is a relation of 
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which Mr. Thorton, a learned man, for 
he wore ſpectacles, tranſlates © worſe 
and worſe,” and it is well it is no 
wore. 5: 
Now after all this fuſs and nonſenſe, 
what is a name at beſt, a word, a breath 
of air, when pronounced, and the 
| ſhadow of a ſhade when written; yet 
how many: have toiled to leave this ſha- 
dow, or this breath of air behind them? 
or, what they conceive to be more ſub- 
ſtantial, a little yellow dirt or a few dirty 
acres—all one when weighed in the ba- 
lance of wiſdom,—all one in the Greek, 
ay, and in the Latin too: and yet to 
this end does many a father ſweat and 
Cre cont” 7 
That men may fay, when he is gone; 
Lord! what a vaſt eſtate he left his fon! | 


: — The very ſon perhaps that wiſhed 


him dead to get it. 55 
I cannot rank my father in this claſs, 


he laid up his treafure in heaven: He 
that giveth to the poor, lendeth Ws 


\ 
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the Lord,” and that which he layeth out 
ſhall be paid him again with intereſt.— 
As he was the father and not the tyrant 
of his family, each had his choice in 
the purſuit of life, and notwithſtandin 
Horace, each ſeemed contented wit 
his own, and if recounted I do think 
would reflect credit even on the 
eldeſt, who, in the language of the 
world, had fixed upon a very idle trade: 
many of his friends wiſhed to diſſuade 
him from it, but as he was born a poet, 
the crime was in ſome. meaſure ex- 
cuſeable ; not a denizen of air that he - 
Vas not acquainted with, from Homer 
; downto Pope, whoſe filial piety weigh- 
ed more in the eſtimation of 
ther than all his writings put together: 
tho I have often heard him ſay, that 
ſenſe and ſound went hand in hand in 
the works of that divine bard.— The 
crime I ſay wasexcuſeable, in a country 
ſo peculiarly rich in all the imagery 
in which poetry delights, particularly 
the vales of Malvina, in which you 


my fa- 
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will find the amaranth as fair to the 
ſenſe and as lovely to the eye, as that 
which Milton has tranſplanted to Hea- 
ven. My father took it into his head 
that my youngeſt ſiſter would excel 

in languages; ſuch was the delicacy 
of her ear, and the melody of her 
. tongue, that he hoped to recover the 
pronunciation of the Greek through 


theſe mediums,—It is not eaſy to ſay, _ 


to what length he would have carried 
the purſuit of this phantom, if a 
WO 1 friend, in whoſe judgment he 
placed the greateſt confidence, had 
not — him to deſiſt; aſſuring 
him in the end, that one tongue was 
enough for any woman. Poor Fanny 
was thus releaſed from a ſtudy, in 
which it was eaſy to diſcern that ſhe 
took very little delight, except the 


delight it afforded her in pleaſing the 


beſt of fathers. If I miſtake not, it 

ed them to find out what nature 
intended me for ;—and no wonder, 
for at this day T am at a loſs to find 


gf © 
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it out . e en much, however, I 
know, t 


write ?—How do you know but I am 

providing bread for more than you 

are aware of ?—If it was not for the 

like of me, how could one-half of the 
critics exiſt? Farewell, 
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LETTER V. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 

MM firſt letter was written in a 
hurry, my ſecond: in haſte, my third 
and fourth in both; and as yet I know 
not what this will be written in. As. 
this is one of my levee-days, my new 
prong nan, two ſhepherds, and about 
half a ſcore of my cottagers, are to be 

introduced.—To return for a moment. 
to the conſultation of our inclina-- 
tions, a French writer, who has written 
an exprels treatiſe on this ſubject, 
goes ſo far as to ſay, that this indoles*, 
which the Spectator commends, ſhould: 


The natural diſpoſition to any particular ſci- 
ence, profeſſion or trade, is very much to be con- 
ſulted in the care of youth, and ſtudied by men 
for their own conduct, when they form to them- 
ſelves any ſcheme of life. SPECTATOR» 


be 


— 


the reaſon |! for they have deprived me 
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be conſulted even in love, independent 
of which, it will be in vain to loox 
for happineſs in matrimony : to ſuch, 
however, as do not look for happineſs 
in that ſtate, which is the inſtitution 
of Heaven, it would be only a waſte 
of words to ſay any thing on the ſub- 


ject. 


As I have concealed my real name, 
J have taken it into my head allo to 
conceal the place of my birth. Your 
reaſons ?—Will you have me leave no- 


Lr to conjecture? I am afraid that 


you have left too much to it. So much 
the better, you know that is a faculty 
that exiſts in exerciſe alone; and I love 
to exerciſe faculties: do you remem- 


ber the ſtory of Democritus? This 


philoſopher having one day met with 
a cucumber of more than ordinary 
taſte, was informed that it had been 
put into a pot in which there was 
ſome honey How much they have 
diſobliged me,” ſaid he, in diſcovering 


of 
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of the pleaſure I ſhould have in ſearch- 
ing it out! Now if great things may 
be compared with ſmall, I do not lee. 
that ſmall things may not be com- 
pared with great. I do not ſee the 
application - another may. 
I was born in one of the moſt delight- 
ful iſlands in the univerſe; there, in or- 
der to prevent the abuſe, the uſe of mo- 
ney. is not known —a vein of marle is 
preferred to a vein of ſilver, and a pit of 
— 2s coal, to all the guilty mines of 
Golconda. There thecock in the fable, 
that preferred the barley-corn to the 
diamond, is confidered as a philoſo- 
| 3 With us the church was not 
looked upon as a monſter, whoſe appe- 
tite could never be ſatiated; for, inſtead 
of -annually devouring the one-tenth 
of our grain, lambs, hogs, turkies, 
geeſe, hens, chickens, &c. &c. &c. ſhe 
might be ſaid to live on the fruit of 
her own induſtry, as there was a cer- 
. tain portion of land aſſigned to every 
=> __ paſtor: 
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% 


paſtor : by this means all petty ſuits 
about tythes were entirely cut off; ſo 


that the clergymanand his 


10ners 


ved at pertect amity with each other, 
This, you know, is not the caſe in 
every country, where but too often the 

very corn that is ſtrewed in the faith- 


ful boſom of the earth, 


turns out 


in this. reſpect to be the very ſeed 
of contention; in conſequence of 


which they 


cannot feel the ineſtima - 


ble value of that religion which is 


founded on the 
ſhip, in which 

cu cated, all the graces 
and our very gig Surv are inſtructive 
is the ob- 


Oureſt 


of wor- 


1 the virtues are in- 


where God, and God onl 
ject, and an univerſal narity to. all 


mankind is, as it ought to be, the * 


ject of our devotion. 
Having ſaid this much of that en- 


chantin 


H ght, 


the 


prayed for, 


3 


iſle, in which J firſt ſa the 
reader is at liberty to place 
it Where * pleales—in the moon if 


— 


| 70 TRE WANDERING 18LAND ER. 
he chuſes and no doubt, if that lady 
has any influence over him, ſhe will 
expect it, as I know not the planet 
to which it would not be a compliment; 


an iſland: that flows with milk and ho- 


ney - in Hybla or the Galaxy—neither 
one nor the other; I have endeavour- 


ed to ſettle the preliminaries - but 


will not venture to were any thing. 
ways find me to 


4 


L. 6 


but that you ſhall a 
„ Your's, &c. 


4 l 


name—Mr. North—I was offered one 
in Roſemary-lane, little worſe for the 


wear, at a ſmall price—the longeſt of 


Dr. Johnſon's words was at beſt but a 


diſſyllable to it; an aſthmatic man 


or woman could not pronounce it in 


an hour Very well, Mr. North— 
may the needle be true to youl What 


LETTER 
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LETTER vi. „ 
MV eee | | | W 
£ | bal | ; f |: 


AH! well-a-day! how are we N 
plagued with theſe Eribea!—teq times a 
à greater plague than the Furia infer- 
nalis of Finland *—born for the mere 
effuſion of ink, conſumption of Papers 
and the deſtruction of quills and fea- 
thers. If in my power your female 


novel-writers, your {pinning-Jennies 1 Bo 
ſhould be transformed into weeping | 


willows ; and as to your male gentry 
in that line, your literary men-milli- 


ners, Lam really at a loſs to know what | 
puniſhment I ſhould impoſe.on them. 1 


Hold, hold a little - why I tell you, if 
in my power, I would gag your ora- 
tors, ſend your grave hiſtorians to the | 


lead mines, and your culler 8 of ac 
to Botany Bay — the Muſes ſhould be- 
5 See Pulteney de Miraculis Inſectorum. | | 
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come ballad-ſingers, and the Graces 5 
ladies maids.I am very happy os 
it is not in your power; and 1 
are ſuch an enemy to all that rate | 
and embelliſh our nature, I ſhall feel 
no uneaſineſs in your abſence from the 
little ſete to which I was juſt going 
to invite the reader, as you entered. 
Our family kept every holiday in 
the Shepher 's Calendar—Valentine's 
day, m 8 _ celebrated with 
all the ruſti maginable. The 
dawn was uſhere in N muſic, and 
as ſoon as the ſun had exhaled the 
dew, my father conducted us to one 
of the moſt beautiful woods in the 
| neighbourhood: This enchanting ſcene 
was left entirely to the diſpoſition of 
Nattre—ard it was pleaſant to ob- 
- ſerve how ſhe did 1 «her vir rgin fan- 
cies.” Thoſe hard oy trees, whioh had 
withſtood the rudeſt blaſts of winter, 


were ſo .happil pily blended with the 
ſpring, the richeſt ' 
the moſt 7140 


gayeſt ſhrubs 
N nn and 


2 
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did trees of ſummer, that the eye was 


never tired with ſeeing, nor the ear 
wien hearing; fer love and r _ 


ſwelled the notes of ten thouſand fea- 
thered minſtrels; a gently ſwelling hill 
roſe in the midR; crowned' with a ve- 


nerable oak; ſome of whoſe branches 


ſhaded a limpid brook, which glided 


with: melodious lapſe 1 in the, miſt of 


ſummer. 
About nine o'clock in the morning 
the place never failed to be crowd 


with all the young men and women 


in the vicinage, and the old generally 
arrived about ten. The feftivities of 


fubject of the laſt, I remember, 
was love the loves of the plants, in 

which the affection of the palm-tree 
was painted with all the delicacy ima- 


ginable. He then ſung the loves of | 
the winged creation; and I well re- 


3 Er. when he touched on the 
vor. 1 . inne 


the -diy commenced by an ode to St. 
Valentine, Which my brother gene- 
rally compoſed and recited. The 
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eonſtancy and tenderneſs of the turtle- 
.dove, that I turned my eye- towards 
the virgins, and I could read in every 
Jucid.orb the ſofteſt emotions of the 
heart. The muſicians were ſeated on 
a bench of green turf covered with 
ruſhes, beneath the umbrage of a pine, 
that towered to the heavens like a 
lark. The fingers of Carvel fluttered 
over the flute, and the dance began; 
note called on note, and ſcarce did 
the graſs bend beneath the flying foot. 
One circle of amuſement ſucceeded 
to another, and every circle overflowed 
with joy and gratitude to the Father of 
all, who delighteth not in the affliction. 

of his children. After dinner my father 
poured out the metheglin, and on 
thoſe occaſions his face would ſhine 
with pleaſure, as if annointed with 
the oil of gladneſs. My ſiſter Lucy 
(as ſhe was the eldeſt) preſented the 
cup, and every one ſeemed to think it 
received an additional flayour from 
the ſnowy hand that gave it for the 
Flo: IE I L00” 
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flower of youth and the bud of b Z 
mingled on her cheek. 
- The evening was alwa s concluded 
with ſingin and ſo enchanting were 
theſtrains, that the trees leaned to hear 
I uſed to think I was in a heaven, 125 
all we know | 


wh .« Ot * ns bleſſed do a. EE, 
s that they fing, and that they love.” 


£ 8 f was a long time at a loſs to lw f 
bees it was that my father paid 
uch a particular reſpe & to Maſter 
Valentine It cannot be. faid I, on 
account of his name-ſake the' Empe- 
ror; for I partly gueſs his opinion of 
kings and emperors, from the days of 
beetle-browed Cain to the end of the 
nineteenth century; nor could it be 
on account of the ſaint of that name, 
for I well knew that St. Martin was the 
only one of the tribe that found any 
favour in his eyes. Then, faid I, it 
muſt be in honour of wedded love, of 
9 che eee tribe on that 2 


: | over 
His ee eee ht 
on the following ſong, or as: 
Fou p to call it, for I am not 
bound to ſind names for 1 
thing that rs in rhyme. As 
it was in his own 3 1 
have not the leaſt 3 but it 3 6 8 | 
on compoſition, an , the 
only thing of the oo, ns. at- 
Ne ; for L uſed to hear him ſay 
withi a ſmile, ©. I am content to trace 
the ſnowy fields of verſe; and yet I 
think if I had imagination I ſhould 
make an excellent poet; but I have 
heard it ſaid, that imagination is the 
loftieſt 8 in the wing of poetry 
_-— the plume that A — e 
* Muſe's fight. 55 . 5 


I I fent my fair a W PE 
111 To ſmew my fkill; br ark the art, | 
| Each: fold ur i d u ſofter e, e i 
| The laſt one melted in a heart. 


25 This heart a golden dart did pierce, Hy 
Winged with the feather of a dave; 
And in the midſt appear'd this verſe, ' 
OY bleed O00 92 her I love. LE 
5.06 And ; 
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&« And if ſhe deigns to drop a tear 

« On me, I ſhall not bleed in vain ;. 
« And as I'm artteſs and fincere, 

« Sure Mary will not give me pain. 4a 


« I never ſaw ableedivg heart 

On which I would not drop a tear; 

© But men have now - a- days ſuch art, 
That maidens ſhould Aa frare” 


f This was the abftver that ſhe ſent, 
I bleſs'd the moment that it came 
Tove bade her tender breaſt conſent; | F 1 
And now we burn with mutual fame. 


| : Then, whether Cupid or the nine 
Tirſt gave the hint of —_— "#4 $1 g 


: That day mall ever ſacred b ; 
| Tor: and ſindivg ON. 1 | 
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LETTER 
Mx DEAR FRIEND. 8 _ , 


DO not you think my father was 


5 pretty right, when he compared my 
mag 


nation to a flock of ſtarlings? a 


: little flattering. too;—for Andrew 
Marvel compares Milton's to the bird 


of Paradiſe ?—Well, what ſhall I light 
on now ?-—Helpleſs infancy! - when I 
an to know my mother with a 
{mile, or when I ran on all-fours like 
one of Locke's ſimiles, or rather when 


I firſt mounted my A. I ſcarce | 
recollect one paſlage in t els 
ſtage that could be intereſting to the 


at carelef; 


reader: what would it avail to know | 


the number of times I ſhod the cat 
with walnuts? the number of running 
ſwitches which I kept? how often I 
kiſſed the baby in the glaſs? how 
proud of my new-ſhoes at a breaking-. 
up, and how fond of my paper kite, 


x which 


3 
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becauſe it was compoſed of my liſter's. 
eopy=book.. I - recolle& I was very 


was put into my hand, it was ſuited 
to my taſte of this you: will not 
doubt, when I tell you it was a ginger- 


bread one; perh 


aps it will be ſufficient 


well pleaſed with the firſt book that 


to ſay that when was a child, Iacted 


E do not know that I have put awa 


childiſh things; Iamloath to part with 
-my toy 


of life we 


8, an 


oys, and no wonder, perhaps in- 
fancy and youth are the only ſeaſons 


\ — 4 415 SOT 
of * . 
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I The ſunſhine of the breaſt. 
On, this ſubje& I intended to have 


* 


1 
4 . 
- k 
* © * q » 


ſaid very little, but as I have extended 


* * 8 * — 5 * 1 1 * 
g GS oy + | 
4 7 * + F 


TY 


zit to this length, I. ſhall conclude. it 
with an obſervation, which F met with 
in turning over a-trunk-ful 
pers laſt week. 
LY 3 


cc 'There 


as à child, and now that I am a man 


can look back on with plea- 


- 


gether: I ſeem for 


„„ 
/ ĩð rr 
* F : 


by which each man finds 1 


ſons may be reckoned 


F + " 1 4 8 q 
ns Je £27 8 23 % " > 0 = BE 2 os "he | 
; * $% : 4 : 2 1 2 1 3 2 1 7. «8 KY * G i PS. 4 . 
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44 There is 


— 


convinced than by all rene put to- 
ven part toſee 


benevolence of 5 Deity more 
clearly in the pleaſures of ling in | 


children than in any thing in 


world. The pleafures of g 


on procuring, 


iring; but the {ama 3r of 


healthy infant are ſo manife 
vided for it by another, and t © be- 
nevolence of the proviſion 155 
queſtionable, that every chil * at 
As [port affords to m mind a kin 
of ſenſible evidence 7s 


"NF 


_ une of the nion 2 


— 


— . „ 


* - OY > WY 
8 * þ . 2 By 
"1 * To Ba 3 e nnen "Rom 
IIs 33 et * 


. n de 
haas been any induſtry, or contrivance, 
or purſuit to come at them; or if they 


are founded, like anuſic, Painting, &. 
upon any qualiſication of their own. 


* 
. : 8 - ; f * * ; 
F 74 ˖ bs n n - 
- * — 84 1 8 4 : 
33 f * 
— 
— : RY ; 


one ns 
ek r pare ee 83 e "ran — Ree «3a, a 
3 _ 8 . oy 


. 


e nr VIH. 
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MV father's was allowed 
tobe the beft 5 
as à ſpecimen of his talents in that 
line, 1 ſhall lay the fallowing tale be- 
eee as it fell from his lips 


of a winter s night ;—the young men 
ER on one ſide of the 


Once upon F a man aids 
ike had twelve ſons and a little girl, 
all horn in wedlod Was the name 
of: the eldeſt, be ras alata: Jadifrom. 
his infancy; never known to tell a lie, 
peak ill of his neighbours, ontradiõt 
is parents, fall ont with his brothers, 
ſtrike an animal in a paſſon or 
through wantonneſs; ever ery one that 
knew jack was fond of him, and his 
F becauſe they followed his 
„„ FS example. 
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"example. But the misfortune was, 
they were very poor, not through 
idleneſs, for the ſun ſcarce ever 
caught them 1n bed ; but the landlord 
was a tyrant, and thought that if a 
man is born poor, he was born to be 
a ſlave. He would not let them work 
for any one but himſelf; and when 
he had not work they were obliged to 
go without victuals: and if any of the 
neighbours fent them a little bread or 
milk, one would ſtep out of the way, 
or pretend that he had no appetite, 
that the reſt might get ſomet ing 8 like 
Things went on in this way for a 
long time. Jack grieved in ſecret, but 
never ſpoke out, for he ſaw there 

was no remedy ; and if an e of his 
brothers or the neighbours. 7 e 
to touch upon their 2 

to turn the converſation aſide to one 
other ſubject ; but notwithſtanding he 
had the command of his words, 
er bad r oats the command of his tears, 
A a „„ —_ 


N e voters 
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which adds: often flow down his 
cheeks, as the dew-drop will run to 
the point of the thorn, but t cannot 
ſoften it. The little ſiſter grieved 


them more than all; and it is no won 


der, to think they, had but one, and 
could do nothing for her. 


„ havi | 
| Ftmationi: le called his eleven brethren 


into the wood, and fpoke to them. in 


_ manner: 

« My dear bufechern, l heed not tell 
you our condition,—our parents begin 
to grow / old, and ſurely it is more: 
than we can bear to ſee them die be- 
fore our face with hunger and cold; 


Sou alſo ſee our little ſiſter, ſhie is like 


a roſe- bud, but her bloom may be her 


deſtruction; but that ſhall never hap- 


pen, life would then be too cheap 
indeed, even though the deſpoiler was 


the landlord's: fon, who promiſes to 


excel his father in tyranny, if poſſible.” 
IP "_— * their — 


 Wept. 


199; ack: _ to grow: very thought- | 
- fome: days in this 


aces antl 


- 


iſh; God will 
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t. Jack proceeded: * I have been 
2 ee twelve of us, and 
is it not a hard thing that twelve of us 
cannot provide for one ſiſter ? are we 
to call on death as our only friend a 
are we chained to the fpot we were 
born in? — the world is yet full; af hu- 
manity, let us feek it; let us then 
collect what dittle cloaths we ſhave, 
and fet out to ſeek our fortunes;. 
letius leave our little ſiſter with our 
father and mother, to comfort and at- 


dend wem in their old age; per ha 


when we are gone the heart of 

Hindbord may re ent, and if it does not, 
will not ſee them pe- 
protect them, God wi 
rotect us if we truſt in him, and in 
We will truſt.“ Tbey all + | 


| — reſolution, and The ment 1 


theyſetoff with heavy hearts, their affec= 
tion for 'thofe they left behind them 


Had like to have e their 
courage more than once; hut 


voice; 


Ted themon, andchoerethow'by bi 


the fun alreatly {miles on us, and we 
gan enjox tlie pleaſure of his beams; - | 
purer days an Us—We are ann heel ben ue N 5 

conſume our yout 4 Sy | 


erbat ks! to as the moſt joyous 
ſeaſon of life in ſighs and tears, in teans 
too that flowed in vain? look on me as 
rl eee. we are not hound for the 
Horlorn bore, we are bound for vic» 
ES they travel pee 
2 travelled a g 
e eee. bogey e _ 
alled the meeting — _— 4 
t is ther extraordinary,” faid ck, * 
that we ſhauld come to this, it 5 | 
as if Providence intended that each of W 
us ſhould/ take a road. The idea of If 
"on aration. could. act be diſtened . 
| ou. al Jack, to with I 
a e ere ee maſt =. þ 

e to part with all? but we muſt W 

uer our affections, we muſt ſnap 
FE aſunder that tie our hearts 
n 


N of 
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with nothing remarkable ſince we ſer 
out: now as I have ſaid already, it looks 

as if Providence intended that each of 
| us ſhould take a road, and on this 
. twelvemonths let us meet in this 
5 very ring in which we now ſtand, if 


* 


= alive. After much converſation 
; tis eee was agreed too Tom 
1 7 Was the vor ngeſt brother, - a a fine 
k * white- headed little 1 will 
become of Tom? was t 1 eneral cry; 
* 1 he is too y ing to be truſted by him - 
| l VE felf. Jack was ſo overcome 6: bn this 
. 1 *  ideajthat it was for ſome time before 


he could ſpeak; or venture to turn 


( mais eyes on them; at length he broke {> 
Jlencs and ſaid The flintieſt road, has 
oltenthe ſofteſt path- way; Heaven will 
1 protect him, his innocence and youth 
| mill pleadinhisfavour;ſome-mother; 
38 who laments the untimely fate of her 
Fj _ fon, will take compaſſion on his hel p- 


Jeſs. years. Be comfort ed, this time 
- :twelvemanthiis'the word.“ On which 
"PD all tore nnn one oth the- 
6 ; — 
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other; each took a road, the faireſt 
was choſen for Tom they could hear 
each other's cries at a great diſtance. 
As ſoon as Jack got out of ſight, he 
dropped on his knees, and conſigned 
them all to the protection of Heaven, 
particularly the youngeſt. Having 
poured out his heart in prayer, he 
thought he felt himſelf ſomewhat 
eaſier in his mind; he waſhed his 
face in the firſt ſtream he met, and 
- walked onſmartly.— On the third day 
of his travel he came within / ſight - 
of à venerable old caſtle, and as 
"I lay a ſhort diſtance from the road, 
he ſtepped acroſs the field to ſee it. 
As he was very attentively ſurveying 
one of the old towers, which was co- 
vered with ivy, a gentleman came up 
to him, and aſked him how he liked 
the caſtle: I like it very well, an- 
ſwered Jack, „I dare ſay the hand 
that raiſed it has long ſince mouldered 
into duft. Pray, Sir, does any one 
live in it at preſent? None, an- 


\ 


v 4 
FEY 2% 15 Ra 


2 — * . 
e , * 


* 0 n ” 2th . 6 \ 
3 : 2 n Ws 2 r ä 1 
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. without touching it 
ATieceth. The gentleman took. him 
. hearty 


Freed the gentle man, * it is haunt- 


Perhaps it is only in imagina- 


tion,” ſaid Jack; 4 for L never heard 
of an old caſtle that was not haunted ;: 
and I do not wonder at it, for they are 
in general well ſuited, from their 2 | 


litude and ſolemnity, to ſuch p 


and if the ghoſts are innocent 


an 
them with _onverfation. — Why, 


eng ap of 'faid the gentleman, Lit 
ther A en end if » you will ven- 
ture ro ſleep a night in it, you ſhall be 
Well rewarded. —-Jack in an inſtant 
_— the offer; for though he had 


d a. great deal of 
ins, and that the old: 


hoſts ren hob 


| thoſe, cowardly fellows that forte at 


breeze, and ſwallow: every re- 
' it with their 


8. 
bY wo 9; L 


2 Os 


f 


Pa IS Opal 


ent that will not "farniſh. 3p 


dinner, and ordered a fire w belighted | 
in one of the beſt reoms in the caſtle. 
As ſoon as night came, Jack went to 
his t, which was e pa- 
cious.; he was determined if any one : 
Paid him a viſit, that th 
come thr: „the k y-hole - for be 
eee e 
as ſoon as he found himſe Wy - 
went to bed. The firſt ſpirit that 
= a wiſit was fleep, a ghoſt 
[ſeldom viſits og emen. "was 
wery welcome, for Jack was tired, anti 
that his viſſtant would — 
Were nee in 3 
courſe of the 
| Es 
Loa that's ever ee — — 


j e . 
gination, fle open, the ſound of a foot 


was heard on th ſtairs— another ſtep. 


heavier than the . a: k 
Jacks 
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| Jack's courage beat to arms—the blood 


Few to his heart—the door ſeemed to 


Ay off its hinges—the ſpectre entered 
. —tall and ghaſtly, with a long beard, 


a dreadful wound on his throat, from 
which the blood ſeemed to flow. 


Having fixed his eye on Jack, he was 


afraid to meet them; and at the ſame 
time he thought it would be cowardly, 
like the oſtrich, to hide his head. 


Thrice did the ghoſt wave his hand, 
and thrice did le ſhake his head: 
Jack would have Oy but his words 


died upon his feeble tongue — The 
N vaniſhed, the candle revived, and 
the cock crew.—l1 need not tell you 


ho the note of a cock chears the heart 
ol a benighted or ſolitary traveller, and 

it hadnodoubt the ſame effect on lack g. 
DOOur hero, for I think k may call him 


a hero, that ſhewed ſo: much ceurage, 
called on ſleep; but Mr. Sleep, it ſeems, 


had been ſo frightened, that he did 


not venture to return till the ſyn- 


beams began to play through the room. 


The 


— 
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. The gentlemnn and a great number | 


of the neighbours came the next 
morning to the caſtle, and could 

ſcarcely believe their eyes when ey 
ſaw him alive; they were very glad, 


however, and quite impatient to hear 


what had happened to him the night 
before. Jack ſatisfied them in every 


particular, and all that heard him 


applauded his courage. The gentle- 
man brought him into his wardrobe. 
and dreſſed him out in a ſuit of very 


fine cloaths, in which he appeared to 
great advantage, for nature had left 


as little to art as poſſible in the for- 
mation of his perſon: As his adven- 
ture had raiſed his 

and as Jack wiſhed to gratify it, he was 


A 


curioſity very high, 


reſolved to ſleep the next night in the 


ſame place. Having ſecured the door, 
as he thought, fanned his fire, trimmed 


his candle, and ſat a while nt * 
very good book, he undreſſed himſelf 
on went to bed; ng put up a 


| P 
Prayer to heaven for the ſafety of his 


par ents, | 


pon; | 8 and little oy, 
o was always uppermol tm h 
= mind. bot ee as near 
ads he could guels, every door in the 
= - caſtle ſeemed to fly open, hollow 
= {ſounds mixed with murmurs ruſhed 
1 in like an impetuous tide that had 
= broken its mounds.” This was ſucceeded 
by the clank of chains, and now the. 
hi heavy tread began—every ſtep of the 
1 | Rairs appeared to ſirk under it ;—hor- 
N kor ſeemed to fleeat the ſolemn ſound, 
aua to fleess it were for refuge into the 
I oom in Which he ay the fire burnet 
Aim, and the candle beamed feebly as 
if it Was dying in the ſocket—Jack 
dund much ado to eellect his courage. 


: 40 be kindled in his eyes; and inſtead 
of waving his hand, heſhook his head 
at Jack, and retired. He would have 
Fainted had not the voice of the cock 
revived him; — the ſound, however, 

_ continued in his ears, and it was a 
long time before he fell aſleep. You 


dſtall 


— 6 
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ſhall now hear the remainder of oy 
ſtory in his own words, as the: 
handed down to us:—* I fell Ws; 
and in the 3 35 en 1 
1 thought 1 the door open, 
turned my eye to it, and ſaw a re 
e _ I never ſaw ſo beautiful 
life; I thought it was im- 
poſſi that any thing could be fairer 
than the likes % Ura, but her cheek 
was 3 :—fſhe ſtretched forth her 
hand, and I was almoſt encouraged to 
ſeize it, but I was afraid to move, left 
| the lovel: viſion ſhould melt in air. 
855 me, in the ſofteſt voice, if I 
as alive? I anſwered Ves; on which 
L could diſcern, for an inſtant, the lily 
yield to the roſe ;—ſhe turned—her 
waved down her neck, but could 
not conceal the beauty of it, for it 
ſhone through it, juft as'a flake of 
new-fallen {now ſhines through the 
ſhadow of a nodding branch. As often 
as I thought of her, I ſhut my eyes to 
endeavour to recall the union of ſo ma- 
ny charms t to my e 
cc The 


'4 


2 
> WIS — _ 
5 a = = 
Ee * 
>; 2 ** 8 
— — E — * 
— —— * * — Sura 
> 


3 


2 — 
—B 


94 THE WANDERING. ISLANDER, 


The next morning the gentleman 
and the neighbours were quite tranſ- 
ported with joy to find me alive and 
in good ſpirits. - Et er bt bi 
Having related all that happened the 


preceding night, except the delightful 
viſion, of which I wiſhed to enjoy a ſe- 


cond glimpſe ; for this purpoſe I pro- 
pared to pals the third night in the caſtle. 

ell, accordingly the third night came, 
the noiſe began as uſual, and in the 
courſe of a few ſeconds the apparition 
entered, with a countenance more ter- 


rific, if poſſible, than the preceding night. 


thought I felt a greater degree of 
courage than in the former viſits, -and , 


. was determined to addreſs the old man. 
The moment I ſpoke to him his coun- 
tenance began to ſoften, and I thought 


I could diſcern a tranſient mile on his 
face. Young man,” ſaid he, «Iam 
glad you have ventured toſpeak at laſt; 
you were no doubt alarmed at my ap- 
Pearance, and perhaps human courage 
could not be put to a greater poo ' 
5 | . but 


LY 


— 
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but your fears may now ſubſide: and 
indeed the tone with which he uttered 


this expreſſion was ſufficient to bamiſh 
them. This caſtle, continued he, be- 
longed to me; tell my ſon, who has en- 
gaged you to ſleep in it, that my ſtew- 
ard cut my throat, and hid my remains 

in the cellar, through the hopes of 

getting ag} of which I am ſorry 
to ſay I was too fond. He was diſap- 


pointed, it lies concealed in an won 


cheſt in ſuch a place. I now make this 


diſcovery, becauſe my ſon will make 


better uſe of my treaſures than I 
did: tell him to divide it with you, 
and if he does not he will be puniſhed 


in a manner he little expects; but I. 


know he will, for he is generous.— 


Let my bones be removed, and placed 


befide thoſe of his mother, that our 
duſt may mingle together; let the 
ſteward be puniſhed.'—Having faid 


this he vaniſhed. e. 
As ſoon as day-light a peared, I 


haſtened to impart the intelligence to 


the 


1 L 
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the ſon, who lamented hisfather's fate 
with tears, We kept the whole a ſe- 

eret till the murderer was apprehend- 
ed, who confefled the fact as ſoon as 


5 he found himſelf in the hands of juſ- 


tice, for which he was ſoon after ex- 
eecuted. 
ade found the treaſure, whick-the 
fon divided with me, according to the 
commands of his: aher, he allo re- 
moved his remains. 1 
Strange as it appear, cannot 
ſay that my — raiſed by this 
fudden change of fortune, I endea- 
voured to render myſelf as agreeable as 
1 are to the neighbours, and to im- 
mind by reading and conver- 
| ons ſy friend (for I may call him 
= that name) = a young man of 
very ſober turn of mind, fond of 
roving his eſtate; as the ſoil was 
— and the ff pring mild, we had 
every hope that each farmer in the 
_ country would be obliged to enlarge 
W _ heart 8 K 
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to the muſic of the flail. In this ſeaſon 
of univerſal hope, my friend thought, 
in return for the favours which Provi- 
dence had ſhowered on him, he could 
not expreſs wad itude in a more ſuit- 
able manner, tl han by g giving a treat in 
the old caſtle to all that choſe to come; 
it was to be a maſked ball, the prepa- 
ration was left to me. The firft thing 
1 did, was to furvey the caſtle; - this 
was a delightful taſk, and engaged my 
mind, for I was always fond of old 
_ buildings. 
The room in which I had ſoen the 
beautiful viſion was my favourite; 
it was lofty, and very wide, the win- 
dows were _ and narrow, and what 
was worſe, ill arranged — for there 
was only . * the weſt, and unfor- 
tunately the ſmalleſt, though the pro- 
ſpect was one of the fineſt; for hill and 
dale, wood and water, that can be im- 
agined. I had ſome notion of enlarg- 
ing the windows, but tlie — 
was ſo venerable, that I could not find 
VL. I. „ = 
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in my heart to touch it; beſides, the 


Ivy that crept up the walls and hung 


down over the caſements, tinged the 


light that entered with a kind of ſoft- 
iſh green, that rendered it very pleaſ- 
ing, even to the weakeſt eye. As J 


could not prevail on myſelf to make 


any alteration, the additions were only 


temporary — the ſeats were entirel 


compoſed of the moſt verdant turf, 


ſtrewed with the faireſt flowers; - the 
muſic was ſelected, and the paſtoral 
band conducted by a young man, whoſe 


notes had often melted the hardeſt 
heart, and taught the haughty beauty 
to feel that ſhe-was not above the dart 
of love. The long - wiſhed- for day at 
length arrived ;—the company were 
numerous, each of the ladies wore a 


favourite flower on her breaſt, and 
as diſtinguiſhed by the name of it; 
for inſtance, one was called the Roſe, 
another the Violet, but the Lily charmed 


me more than all there was ſo much 


eaſe in her manner, and beauty in her 
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form, I was not the only one that diſ- 
tinguiſhed her, for as ſhe paſled along, 
the whiſper was, The Queen of the 
Flowers.” Inthe midſt of the dance, 
I obſerved that ſhe ſtole towards the 
door, and vaniſhed in an inſtant : I pur- 
ſued, and juſt as ſhe ſat down in her 
coach, ſhe threw her maſk aſide 
when I beheld the very image of the 


face I had ſeen in the viſion. I ſtood. 


motionleſs, and in leſs than a moment 
the carriage was out of view: I re- 


turned, but could ſcarce perſuade my- 


ſelf that the whole was not a dream. 
The'company ſeemed highly pleaſed, 


and retired about two o'clock in the 


morning. I went to bed, but could 
not ſleep'; a thouſand and a thouſand 


thoughts came into my mind in an 
inſtant, and as quickly vaniſhed ;—L 


longed for the arrival of the day in 
which I had appointed to- meet my 
brethren; and yet I dreaded the ap- 
proach of it, leſt 'I ſhould not meet 
with them all. | . 


— 


FS I have 


x 
1 
: 
| 

S 1 
| 
: 
. 


n 


200 THE WANDERING ISLANDER, 


I have told you fo far inJack's words: 
if you pleaſe, I ſhall tell you the re- 
mainder in my own. The long-looked- 
for day of meeting came at laſt, and 
Jack fet out on a fine horſe, attended by 
.a ſervant; you may be ſure he dre 
himſelf in his beſt cloaths ; as he ap- 
proached the place he ſaw his brethren 
aſſembled, he ſtrove to view. them, 
but the tears fell ſo faſt from his eyes 
that he could not: when he came. up 
he could not ſee the youngeſt, for they 
Had placed him in the aid as the day 
was cold; it was eaſy to ſee that For- 
tune had not ſmiled on them, for they 
were very ill- clad and quite meagre. 

- Preſs and diet had made ſuch a change 
- inhisperſon that they did not know him, 

nay, even his tone of voice was changed 
from the good company he had kept. 
Ale aſked them what pleaſure they 
eould enjoy ſtanding in the cold? they 

anfwered him, by ſaying that they were 
only waiting for a friend, whom the) 
expected every minute. It was _ 
| Des muc 
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much ado he could refrain from falling. 
on their necks: But as the day is ſo very 
bitter, ſaid he, had you not better come 
with me to the next public-houſe? and 
as Providence has bleſt me with ſome 
money I ſhall treat you to a dinner.” 
Each put his hand to his breaſt, bowed, 
and thanked him for his goodneſs, but 
could not accept of it, as they promiſed 
to wait for their friend: „But, ſaid he, 
mz ſervant ſhall wait. No, they could 
truſtnone. But the public-hou e, con- 
tinned he, is nat far off; let one of you 
| 2 — the reſt come, . {hall not 
keep you With much entreaty 
they conſented to this propoſal. When 
they came, they found a fine dinner 
ready reed, but could:not enjoy it, 
hearts were filled with ſorrow, 
_ every time the door opened, they 
thought it was ſome news from Jack. 


The gentleman, for ſo the Ta him, 
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fortune, and who had Uiedof a broken 
Heart in a diſtant part of the country 
where he came from, I think,” conti- 
nued he, his name was Jack.“ This was 
enough, their hearts were already full, 
but now they flowed over. The eldeſt 
tookouta lock of Jack's hair and divided 
it amongſt them, and all ithis without 
uttering one word, for their grief was 
too great. Jack took this opportunity 
of walking out, and returned in a few 
minutes clad in the very cloaths which 
he had worn when he parted with them: 
they knew the eloaths in an inſtant, and 
ſoon recollected his perſon, under all 
its changes for the better Never was 
8 C — — to joy ſo quick E 
little did they they imagine this was 
the precious feaſt he invited them to; 
the glad tid ings were ſoon conveyed 
to the brother whom they had left to 
watch; tho' almoſt benumbed with 
cold he outſtripped the wind—it- was 
aà joyful meeting The only thing 
wanting to make them completely 
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Happy was aſight of their aged parents 
and little ſiſter, which in a few days 
they had the nameleſs pleaſure of en- 


joying. Jack took care to reward every 
ane that paid the leaſt attention to his 


father and mother during his abſence. 

The landlord, by endeavouring to 
cope with his betters, involved himſelf 
in debts, and was glad to ſell: his ei- 
tate to Jack, who built a ſchool in the 
Pariſh for the education and mainte- 


nance of children, whoſe parents 


could not afford to pay for their 
ſchooling. 3 


lack was reſolved, if poſſible, not 


to leave the world worſe. than he 


found it; for this purpoſe, if he was 


.obliged. to puniſh he took care to re- 
ward: the. prieſt that preached the 
word, for the ſake of the word, was 
always ſure of a bed, a warm ſeat in 
the chimney—corner, and; as much 
wine as made the heart glad. Every 

one was fond of him; if he put his 
hand to. the plough, it went on with 
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ADM if he lanted a tree, it was ſure 


to flouriſh; he built a mill, it never 
wanted water in the drieſt furmer 5 
and if he gave a young woman away 


in marria e, the huſband never re- 


pented of his bargain. 
Having ſpent ſome time at home, he 


ok pus his haad-ws pay a 8 


his friend, who had enabled him to do 
ſo much good. The ſeaſon was very 


fine, and he was determined to enjoy 


all the pleaſure that the country 
could impart; for this end he quited the 
uſual road, and travelled along the 
banks of a beautiful river, that watered 
a thouſand vallies in its courſe to the 
ſea. As he was reſting himſelf one day 


on the top of a hill, he efpied an old 
building A ſome diſtance, almoſt hid 
with trees; he made to it, as he was 
very fond of all thoſe monuments, 


which in the beginning ſeemed to ſet 
time at defiance Time, that is wiſely 


repreſented with a ſcythe, becauſe he 


mows down ſtates and empires ;—and 
| * 
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Death, in my opinion, ought to be re- 
preſented with a ſcythe too, with this 
difference, that he mows down, with- 
out diſtinction, the rofe full blown, 
and the rofe bud all at once — witneſs 
the beautiful Murana, ſhe that was 
fairer than the faireſt flowret in her 
gar land. ¶ Here the maidens ſtopt their 
wheels and wept.)—Jack went from. 
one room to another: curioſity often. 
begins in idlenefs, but it may lead to 
fomething of importance; —there was 
a very narrow place almoſt covered 
with briars, which Jack endeavoured 
to penetrate, but in vain, for ſome time; 
having cut away the branch of a tree 
with his fword, he got into it; as ſoon 
ashe did, he thought he ſaw ſomething 
at a diſtance like the glimmering light 
of a lamp; he was reſolved to approach 
it, but with a great deal of caution, 
at length he came to a cranny where 
he had a full view of it, and found he 
was not miſtaken: but what was his 
furprize, when he beheld a young 
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woman ſeated hard by it, with her head 
leaning on her hand and her hair hang- 
ing looſe !—He was going to ſpeak, 
but his prudence told him it would 
be better to hold his tongue, *till he 
had reflected a little on the matter 
Accordingly he looked about him, till 
he ſaw 1f there was any paſſage that 
led to the abode, and was lucky 
enough, after much ſearch, to find 
one. When he came to the door he 
found it barred, and in attempting to 
open it, a bell rang on whic a huge 


fellow appeared, with a ſcymeter in 


his hand, and without ſaying one word 
aimed a blow at Jack, which would 


have ſevered his head from his body, if 


he had not warded it off with the branch 
of the tree which he cut, and carried 
with him as a ſupport in making out 
his way. Jack put himſelf in a poſ- 


ture of defence, and fought ſo va- 
liantly, that in a ſhort time he laid his 
enemy at his feet; —he then found a 


* 
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large key, and inſtantly opened the 
door, which he entered. The moment 
the lady ſaw him, ſhe threw her hair 
over her eyes, and bent her neck to 


him; but Jack ſaid, < Do not be alarm . 


ed, I am not come to behead you; with. 
this ſword I have laid the ruffian gaol- 
er low.” - He had ſcarce pronounced 
theſe words, when ſhe ſank in his 
arms :—Jack took down the lamp, and 
having unbound her chains, conducted 
her to the light of Heaven, which ſhe 
once thought ſhe ſhould never ſee 
again; but what was . his: ſurpriſe, 
when he looked on her face, her face 
that was pale and wan, and found it 
exactly to reſemble that which he had - 
feen in his dream the particulars of 
which he related to her It was no 
dream,” ſaid ſhe, «< my uncle lived 
near that very caſtle. My father con- 
ſigned me to him, as he was his only 
brother, with his laſt breath, and he 
promiſed to watch over me with all 
10 ö c the 
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- the tenderneſs of a parent : on the 
death of my mother he. took me to 
his own houſe, and behaved for ſome 
time with great tenderneſs. As I was 
fond of folitude, I got a key in ſecret 
that would open every door in the caſ- 
tle; and having heard of your cou- 
rage and misfortunes, I was anxious for 
your ſafety, and ſtole in that morn- 

ing, in which you conceived you faw 
me in a dream, to ſee if you were alive. 
When your friend gave the fete, my 
uncle preſented me with a coach, but 
defired me to return at ſuch an hour; 
in obedience to his commands I left the 
aſſembly, and as ſoon I got into the car 

riage, the coachman drove furiouſly 
on, till I came to the margin of a wood; 
thence F was apr by two ruf- 
fans to the priſon out of which you 
have juſt releaſed me; you have ſaved 
my life, but how fhall I reward you? 

The poſſeffion of your hand,” faid 

Jack, would be too * 
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but if you do not think me worthy 
of it, I have only one requeſt, that 
you will never give it to another,” 
On this ſhe ſtretched forth her hand, 
and ſunk upon his breaſt. | 
Ass ſoon as the roſe began to expand 
on her dewy cheek, their eyes, thoſe 
ſoft commiſſioners of the ſoul, f 
to each other; in ſhort, their plighted 
vows were es RO at ny altar of 
Hymen: the uncle was leverel 
_ niſhed for his villainy, and prota oe 
account for every ſhilling of her pro- 
perty; they lived ſo happily together, 
that the prieſt never failed, when he 
married a couple in theheighbourhood, 
to hold them up to the new-married 
pair as a pattern of conjugal love. 
Jack forgave all his enemies, and pro- 
vided for his friends; every man 
thought himſelf as ſecure in the circle 
of his acqaintance, as if he had been 
in the inſide of a magic ring: thus, as 
our own poet lays, 


How 
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Ho fair the bud, and fairer ſtill the fruit, 
When tender love in gentle minds takes root eb 
On looking over this tale, I find, I 
have not done juſtice to the original; 
but it is now. too late, for the ſtory- 
teller excelled in the pathetic to ſuch 
a degree, that as often as he touched 
on that ſtring, I have ſeen the virgins 
ſtop their wheels, and I have often 
known him draw iron tears down our 
blackſmith's cheek. My father made. 
a collection of theſe little ſtories un- 
der this title, rx“ xoJ59 dyabeaſ tend dy, 
a fweet cup f pleaſant and delightful diſ- 
courſe.—l was Juſt going to preſent a 
glaſs of it, but on reflexion ſhall pre- 
| eve it for another opportunity. 
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LETTER IX. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


WHY do you knit your brow ? Who 
would not wiſh to recal the pure im- 
preſſions of the ſnowy mind, the flittin 
thoughts of infancy ? Yes, even thoſe 
that have been brought forth in ſighs, 
and baptized in tears: yes, even thoſe . 
that had not a father to prefide over 
their trembling ſteps. Who knows but 
ſome angel inviſible to ſenſe performed 


that tender office? —I have Shenſtone 


on my ſide, and another poet too, a 
German, as a proof of it: Iſhall pre- 


ſent you with his verſes. 


DIE KIN DERZEIT. 


O! ſyſſe zeit herzinniger gefyhle 
Der kindlicheit! VVV * 

Wie denk uh dein ſo gern im weltgewyhle, 

Duffle sẽ˖ ! el on bt} 
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Schon iſt in nacht des lebens viel geſwunden; 


Du ſtrahlſt von fern, 
Mir heller ſtets, wie durch re dacmrung landen 


Der abendſtern. | 


Als kind bereits ſeh? ich in holdem finnen 
Mein maedchen ſchoen, 

The blondeſthaat, ihr en von linnen 
Im winde wehn. i 7 3 


weer ſchwebt vor mir die — ſeiden eee 


Die dort fie trug; 
Ich wysſte noch die kaibe Jeter ftreife 


Am buſſentueh. 


| Vom wie benplan, ah knaben lumen ir 
"Zum maedchenkreis, STK Fe: 
ag e ieh mehr, als ieh vom kreis der damen 1 


Nach tagen weiſs. | 


: 0 fyiſe zeit, als ich . balel hecken 8 


Mein pferd mir ſchnitr, 7 
| Und raſch einher auf dem te derten 
Das feld durchritt! „ ras] 


Da reizten mich att citler loorber-kraenze- 


"+ Wi0lken mars -; 
Des landguts hag war ny 18 888 


Mein hof die flur. 1 

Vergnygt, wenn ich ldacenreihn aus 5 bleio 
Zur ſchau geſtellt: 41 1 5 4 

Und ftolzer, als vor meiner krieger reihe 

Im waffenfield. 

nba | Gans 
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Ganz unbekant, war, was mein herz begehrte 
Zu klein dem neid. 

Mich kymmerten nicht n nuht nen 
Nicht beyder ſtreit. 


O fyſſe zeit! durchbebt von wehmuts ſchaver 
Gedenk uh dein; 

Den blick nach dir getrybt von ſpaetrer trauer 
Hellt abendſchien. 8 


Geſpielen! wir ſind run e zelter, 
Und weit zerſtreut. 

Auck mancher, ach! zu weltklug, hoent nun kalter 
Die herz lichkeif. . 


Weg iſt die bank, wo wir uns abends ſezten, 

nd oed ihr raum: N 

Der niedre ſtrauch, an dem wir uns egroes Fs, 
Erwuchs zum baum, | 


Getrennet ward an fremden — 


Der liebe ſpiel; 
Und manchen trug die ſchwarze todtenbahre 


Zum fryhen ziel. 
| Klein * der kreis! fa . ſinken | 


dich tiefer en— ; 1 
Wer ybrig blieb, muſs manchem e 1 
Schon ſeufzer weihn, | | : 
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THE TRANSLATION. 
' CHILDHOOD. 


On! happy ves of i innocence, and heart-felt- 


O74 
Oh ! bleſſed time, how willingly does. the mind 
turn back to behold thee, ere yet my ear was filled 


with the noiſe of the world ! I: 


Already, how great a portion of life is buried 3 in. 


1. but thou art remote. 
hy ſportive beams, mildly bright, like velpers. 
| il: E through the twilight. 


Once more as a child, let me behold thee, dear. 
eſt nymph !— 

; Thy locks,that wanton with the wind, thy ju. 

cid 8 tender as the ſpring, thy robes of various 

bue, gently floating on the air. 


Still in my eye thy ſilk knot waves; 
= 1 remember every colour.in thy S's neck. 
lace. | 


. EOF the mead, whither we uſed to re 
pair to mingle in fantaſtic ſports: 
1 remember more, the circle of maids that oy 


to dance on the green. 


Oh! bleſſed time, dear to wocolle sion when 
a hazet-fwitch,nicely ftripp'd of. its bark in circles, 


was my horſe; 
Ho ſwift did I paſs over the fields on the back. 


of ring- ſtreaked courler * 1 
* The. 


% 
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The violet then charmed me, inſtead of the vain 
laurel. 


The lurid grove was the bounds of my deſires, 


and the helds my court, 


a Happy to place in view ranks of leaden ſol- 
iers : 

Prouder than if 1 led the \ van in * tho thunders 
of war. 


i Ambition and envy were den eggs to wy 
heart? 


I took no e in the viftries of princes, « or 


the conteſts of the learned, 


Oh! bleſſed tune, what penſiye ende pene- 5 


trate my boſom, as often as I think of thee? 
The ſorrows that dimm'd my fight, vaniſh at 
the approach of thy beams. 8 


Oh! ye companions of my W ſp Its, \ we 
are liſperſed afar, from each other, an age be- 
. to ſteal our roſes2 
And the icy hand of death bas ſealed, the eyes 
of many that uſed to ſmile. at our gambols,. _ |. 


The ſofa of green turf is no more, on which 
we uſed to ſit in the cool of the evening, 
_ Deſert the grove that uſed to echo to our ſounds, 


The humble plant, around which we were 


ence ſo joyful, is now 0 grown to a * 70 
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m LB T/T'BR-K.: 
MI DEAR FRIEND, | 


I grant it that all mankind were not 
bien corn-cutters. But Fortune ſeems. 


to have a great deal at her diſpoſal, her 
votaries are numerous, and no wonder 
her patronage is extenſive--the ſtory of 
the White Bear is not ſo bad. Do you 


mean the White Bear in Piccadilly ?— 
another daſh —a little longer will 


that do - Our bard: abounded: with 


anecdote, and could ſet the table on a 


roar every time he had a mind our 
d 5 was very fond of him, and his 


odes were in great ee 
tion; e he never apt his | 
OW.) 


flattery; for you muſt 


action would 1 for flattery, as 2 5 
as falſhood: and if convict of either 
one or the other, a ſevere:puniſhment 


was ſure to follow.” Like the Grecian 


ad- ſinger, our laureat ha ned 65 
Wl Fils” ppe wy 


4 ho. 
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o 
ulge his pleaſantry at the ex of 
a r. yr, who lived in 
the neig — one day, as he was 
walking along without his ude, as he 
knew the ede, y, the mufician eſpied 
dim, and was reſolved to have 4 little 
converſation : counterfeiting his voice, 
which he conld: do with the grentolt 
eaſe, the di began. Fe or 
yr. UW. l 
Fri. Good morrow, I believe | We | 
ſhall have ſome more rain. 
Lyriſt. Are you not afraid to weilk 
alone? wn re are rapid, the fate of 
; er e Warn you:!:: ! 
Poet. The Naiads marr protect me; 
iche Rand It you were a mufician you 
ome chance, you remem- 
ber Arion and tlie dol phin? RES: oi 
Poet. Yes; but it Forms every mu- 
— that can lay wann ton ee 
ſtrains of Aron... 1107 | 
'Lyrift, What do we ahi of La- 
5 riana? n himſelf.) 
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Poet. One of his notes would fri gh- 
ten a dolphin. 
Lyriſt. But he is no more. 
Poet, No more! what do you mean! 1? 
Lyriſt. He paid the laſt bt to na- 
ture this morning. | 
Poet. Then leave me to myſelf till [ 


_ indulge mygrief.—Lariana is no more. 
Loet his harp be hung in the temple of 


the Muſes, for who ſhall touch it with 
his ſkill? Muſic, that borrowed charms 


from poetry uſed to repay them as 


often as he ſwept the trembling wire. 
The ſpring has loſt the faireſt of her 
eber e grove has loſt her ſweet- 


eſt 3 tingale, humanity her advocate, 


rity her almoner, for Lariana 


hh no more! Every eye that once be- 


held is as dark mine: for what plea- 


ſure can light afford? the floods are 


ſudden, the floods fall, but my tears 
ſhall conſtantly flow: theſe are not the 
tears · of Helicon, they flow from my 
heart; let me haſte and embrace his 


the | 


pn 
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the grave, dumb with forrow.——The 
muſician could not witneſs ſo much 
affection any longer in ſilence: 5 
ſuch was the ſenſibility of the 
that it was ſome time efore he 2 

reſume =o wonted gaiety. 


l 8 


Farewell. 
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MY 7 DEAR FRIEND, 1 1. 71 
5 


| ' NANCY. has Candi at dean: on 
Gotham, as your birth-place.--As to 

that, m dear friend, I am perfectly 
at * eaſe; ; Provided I may be allowed 
to be deſcended from one of the wiſe 
men of that illuſtrious country, the 
ſages of which in the end appeared 
to have lived as happily as thoſe of 
e after all their. fine philoſophy. 


Ubi 4 ibi Patria. 


I havej jut finihed my dining-room, 
IT ſhall fall to my ſtudy next, but we 
can diſpente with reading, when we 
cannot with eating; there are few 
writers, I believe, that would not agree 
with me in this. I have ornamented 
it with the following pictures: Saint 


Dune looking for his head Pluto 
| 14. . on 


44 * 
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on his Trial for the Rape of Pro- 
ſerpine, — The Graces ſacrificing to 
Cloacina, from an original, in the 
poſſeſſion of Sir Jeffry Dunſtan, the 
preſent Mayor of Garrat. A London 
Alderman diſappointed of a Turtle 
Dinner. — A Dutchman harpooning 
Dumplings.— A Manager ramming 
an Opera with a Fiddle-ſtick, down 
the throat of an Audience. A brace 
of Attornies plucking a Client. —Plan 
of an Hoſpital for the reception of 
decayed Sleepers.—A fat Pluraliſt 
tickled with the tail of a 'Tythe Pig, 
&c.— In addition to theſe, I have ad- 
ded an inſeription or two in praiſe of 
temperance, ſaid to have been written 
by the late Mr. Quin, the patron of 
inn imino nl HS DES. 
As ſoon as 1 could ſpell I was 
ſent to ſchool; our little ſeminary had 
been originally a mill hence it obtain- 
ed the name of the Academy Della 
Cruſca; the ſituation was delightful 
beyond deſcription, and invited to 
l. 5: 


nd 


122 TRE WANDERING ISLANDER. 


ſtudy, which was what my maſter 
wiſhed of all things, for in his own 
language he loyed to entice us along 
and to cheat us into learning: if this 
— . was the caſe perhaps with myſelf, you 
1 will be apt to Toy that ſome. one 
18 cheated me out of it again—no rod 
Hung up in terrorem, no aſinine feaſt 
of ſew thiſtles ſet before us—many a 
time I uſed to hear him ſay, that if he 
lived he ho to baniſh the rod en- 
tirely out of the ſchools ; at the fame 
time declaring that he never knew the 
Jaurel flouriſh that was engrafted on 
birch ; fo bland in his manners, ſuch 
a Dappy mixture of temper, I am 
afraid ſeldom falls to the lot of man. 
; ws x y was it for him that the fates 
-- 3k n ſo kind to him in this article, 
_ for he had a wife; and, what 3 
but ſeldom, ſhe had a tongue which 
deafened almoſt every perſon that 
was born within the ſound of it— 
{like thoſe who live near the Nile) 
Which exceeded the pariſh-bell — 


mw „„ 
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withſtanding, the clapper fell little 
ſhort of a yard, to which it was ofteu 
compared, with this difference, that.the 
one diſſipated thunder, and the other 
lend om And never did John 


. 


Denis * manufacture better; by the 


by you know the good biſhop of 


Campana is ſaid to have taken the firſt 


hint of a bell from the tongue of a 
termagant, as Pythagoras is ſaid to 
r ß | 
In the Italian Opera it ſeems it was hereto- 
fore neceſſary, im order perhaps to awaken the at- 


tention of the audience, to introduce à peal or two 
of thunder: Mr. John Denis, of whatever memory 


you pleaſe, was allowed to excel in the manu- 


facture of this article, to ſuch a degree, that he 


was called the Fupiter Tonant of the houſe. It- | 


was in vain to think of rivalling him in it; every 


one that attempted it was ſure to meet the fate 
of Salmoneus : at length one more daring, or at 
leaſt more ſucceſsful than the reſt, ſurprizing the 
Critic in a tonitruation ſo exactly like his own, 


that he lifted up his in aſtoniſhment, and 
ſwore an oath that fell little ſhort of the rattle, 


that the thunder he had juſt heard was his own. 
At preſent the practice is not ſo frequent, as the 
beaux complained that the ſlighteſt ſhock was 


much more than their delicate nerves could bear. 


% >. ma 
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Have diſcovered muſic'from the ſound 
of a ſmith's anvil. Margaret Tom- 
linſon' was nothing to her *, in Maſ- 
Tachnſets, ſhe would have been ducked 
46 death in lefs chan a week F. Death 
i Nept! into Iny poor pre- 


. ee tors alſſtance, and arreſted; that 
l | 


7 103 2151 IP! al Bg 16180 
* — 


r 
141 


yo pi the following Epitaph © 


£43 211 3 


After ſome 1 part ars of carterwawling, 


5% Here lies æſeold Ropp'd: from abpve'brayvling ; 
Tho ill the lived ¶ dare not read her doom, 


But ſure, go where ſhe will, ſhe's troubleſome: 

J wiſh het in revenge. among: the bleſt. 

<1 ts For ſheꝰd as:lieve be dd as be-at-teſt.” . 
20 4 In the firſt code in Maſſachuſets we find the 


following wholeſome:law to reſtrain ſcplding ;>>- 


* 12 Whereas there i 18 0 expreſs; puniſhment, by 
any law hitherto eſtabliſhed, affixed te the evil 
practice of ſundry perſons, by errang of the 


- tongue: in-railing 47 ſcolding: 


It is therefore ordered, that all flick, perſons, | 
convicted before any court or- magiſtrate; that 
hath proper coghigance of the caſe, ſhall be gag - 
ged or ſet in à ducking ſtocl, and be dipped over 
Headlaud ears three times in (me, conyenient place 
of freſhior ſalt ny as ads court or ps on 
wan e «Fg: Eh 


little 
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ittle member which, if Dan Chancer 
may be truſted, was originally com- 


* - Fg 


than three times the ſpace that mea- 


4 


ſures one little month—alunar mont 


4 
of 
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are often told that female beauty is 
only another word for magic: the ſtor 
of Abiſhag might have ran in his head! 
and I queſtion if that black-eyed Jeweſs 
could boaſt, a greater variety ofcharms 
than Betty : tho” it muſt be owned, 
that David "hall his choice, hewas a 
prett y good judge of thoſe matters. - 
The knot was ſcarcely tied, when our 
fair bride: found means to untie her 
tongue; ſcarce could the old man per- 
ſuade himſelf that his wife had not roſe 
from the dead but the fact was, that 
the firſt was only a type of the ſecond, 
who out Xantipped Xantippe, or all 
Ginigcot has enumerated on the ſubject. 
AEſop's Suſis could' not by any means 


be gt ove in eee *; the ce- 
„ lebrated 


* A Taylor once, in Chetan we're le, 
Marry d a wife, and Madam was a ſcold : 
When Chanticleer his early mattins crew, 
Loud rung the clarion of the clam*rous ſhrew; | 

And when the bird of night her veſpers ſung, 55 
he ſtunn'd the village with her reſtleſs tongue. 
As by the river's ſide one morn ſhe ſtray d, 


8 be treacherous brink horflyping foot jay 
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lebrated orange woman that ſpoke- | 


without a tongue muſt have yielded 


the prize, though fifty had fallen to 


her Tot : the ſligheſt vociferation would 
have fitenced a groce of catcalls, in the 
mouths of as many Stentors*. Advice 


She fell, the cloſing waves around her ſpread, 
And death's dark eddies circled o'er her head. 
Ah T as ſhe ſunk into her glaſſy grave, 
Did no kind Naiad hear, no dolphin fave ? 
Haply they deemed it but a dip at beſt, 


A dip to charm her tongue, and cool her breaſt. 5 


A doleful look, her ſpouſe poor man! puts on, | 
And much he mourns, and much laments her gone: 
Like Thetis? fon he ſeeks the ſilent ſhore, 

In vain he ſeeks— Briſeis is no more: | 

hol, loſt, for ever on her corpſe intent, 

With feeming ſorrow, up the ſtream he went, 

b bours came, ; > 
«© Would you for certain find the wretched dame, 
The river's courſe purſue, in vain you try.” 
Ah friends, you know her not ſo well as I; 
Tho? even dead againſt the ſtream ſhe'll ſtrive, 
Who was all contradiction when alive.“ 


And ſearch'd, yet fear'd to find— The neigh· 


'* Whoſe voice, like thunder, is ſaid to have 


wW 


turned wine into vinegar... 


ds 
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and pitch-pipes pipes were in vain — at 
length, being quite exhauſted, his beſt 


friend was obliged to come to his 


aſſiſtance a ſecond time, and in order 
to put him out of the power of fal- 


ling into the ſnare of a third, he ſealed 
his quietus at once, in the ſecond year 
of his ſecond captivity with his ſecond 


termagant-—who in the line of ter- 
magancy ſtood. without a ſecond in- 


ſomuch that many looked on her to be 


p ge — 


A r 
4 Z " : * +438 


a devil in the ſhape of a woman— 


That cordial drop heaven in our 'cup has thrown, 
To make the nauſeous draught of life go down. | 


At his own requeſt he was buried 


with his firſt wife, but deſired with his 


laſt breath, that his ſecond might find 
out a reſting-place elſewhere, if 1 it was. 
poſſible that ſhe could reſt any where; 
which was complied = pariſh 
contributed to raiſe a little monument 


to his memory, with this W 


cc Old Thompſon? s covered by this flag; 


64 Cloſe to his once NY 12 4500 
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« Bids his ay buxom wife adieu, 
c Lies by the old, forc'd from the new: 


< They lie both pent up in this tomb, 

cc For t'other wife there won't be room; . 
cc In death itſelf he would be loath 

« To be tormented by them both.” 


+ You that has ever been 9550 to the 
melting of a woman's tongue, may 
think perhaps that I have been rather 
too ſevere on the ſex, to whom we are 
indebted for every thing that is amiable 
in the ſentiments of man: that you may 
never have occaſion to think otherwiſe, 
| naw att es 1 1 
1 405 een fincere Friend. 
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LETTER XIT 


MY DEAR FRIEND, , 


I contrived to get a peep at your 


laſt: you fee the curioſity of a wo- 
man, and you alſo fee that we cannot 
keep our own ſecrets.—I cannot help 
ſaying, that I really think you are too 


ſevere on our ſex, if you touch one 
| you touch the whole in ſome meaſure; 
our flames and our irailties are pretty 


much alike; and to tell you the truth, 
I ſhould be very angry with you, if I did 
not know that on many occaſions you 


have ſtood forward as the champion of 


the weaker veſſel; which, to uſe one 
of _ own expreſſions, is faſhjoned 
with ſo much art, that the ſlighteſt 


flaw is diſcernable in an inſtant. I have 


been taught, and experience evin-. 


ces, that our tongue is our only wea- 
pon: to ſcold is the privilege of wo- 


man alone, and at fit ſeaſons it is but 
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that. we ſhould keep up the 
charter.—Mr. Addiſon profeſſes him- 
ſelf to be a great admirer of that 
little inſtrument, and if I miſtake not 
he compares it to a muſical one, the 
piano forte—and at leaſt if he does 
not he ought, for I think the compa- 
riſon will hold good in almoſt every 
caſe, eſpecially in love ;—but I forgot 
it is with our eyes we ſpeak on that 
occaſion, and it is our eyes alone that 
ought to be conſulted:-it is in our eyes 
that lovers read their fate. | 
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As. there are male coquets, there 
are alſo male ſcolds, as well as female; 
and if Milton is to be truſted,, Adam 
was the firſt. Iam apt to think we 
would go a great length in recon- 
ciling a man to this ſpecies of muſic, . 
and I hope you will not think me 
too pedantic, if I quote a ſaying of 
. Doctor 
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Doctor Johnſon in ſupport of this aſ- 
 ſertion—* If the door ks a fort» 
night, the maſter a e not give 
ſixpence to have it oil 


* 


I am dear Sir, 


- 


j 


F 4 


Your's ſincerely, 
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81K, 


Mrs. — told me, as a great ſe- 

cret, that you had deſerted our ſtand- 
ard, and that you attempted an apo- 
logy; that is, in plain Engliſh, you 
ſtab with the ſharp end of the pen, and 
then anoint the wound with the fea- 
ther—is this fair? — I knew Mrs, 
Thompſon, and I know it was gene- 
rally Grd: that her tongue was made 

out of the clapper of a mill: but you 
may remember that her huſband was 
a poor domeſtic animal. Now, as to 
ſcolding, do you really think, my un- 
happy ſex monopolizes that precious 
article? Do you never hear of any in 
St. Stephen's Chapel at the bar ay 
and in the church too? Do you never 
hear of one nation ſcolding another? 
Lou do not forget that aSpaniſh wes 

175 — "T0 
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paid a viſit to purgatory, where ſcolds 
are mon up by the tongue, and that 
he ſaw the good Biſhop of Toledo in 
that fituation; at firſt it was intended 
to have impoſed ſilence on them as the 
1 puniſhment, but that was 
ound to be impoſſible. Do not you 
think your favourite Shakefpeare would 
have made an excellent ſcold? What 
do vou think of our ſentimental ſcolds? 
I aſſure you I am not one of them, I 
like to give vent to my paſſion—I am 
told that the Iriſh language abounds 
with the bittereſt en eden : if I 
knew that, I would really endeavour 
to learn it. Vou little know the man 
have to deal with; at breakfaſt he is 
ſure to find fault with ſomething, at 
dinner with every thing, and at ſup- 
per Old Nick could not pleaſe him; 
in bed he ſleeps all night. Now what 
do you think of my dear mate? have I 
not reaſon to-make uſe of my tongue? I 
only wiſh that the Reviewers may give 
you a good hearty ſcolding. To eke mw 
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this letter, I ſend you a riddle, writ- 


ten by a friend of mine, on which you 
may comment as you pleaſe. 
1 I am, Sir, & . 


TAI RIDDLE. 


STRETCH'D within my little vale, 
. Half encircled with a pale 
Of bone thrice poliſh'd, ſet in order, 
Which ſometimes on iv'ry border, 
Curtain'd in my room with red, 
And ſmoothly laid in crimſon bed; 
*Tis I diflolve the ſtony heart, 
And comfort's balmy joys impart; 
_ *Tis I can rule the madding crowd, 
Or tame the haughty and the proud; 
„ 3 oft prevail, | 
That queen of life's capricious vale : 
*Tis I can fire the warrior's ſoul, 
Or paſſion's giddy voice controul; 
Senates have felt my lordly ſway, 
And kings my magic power obey. 
Gilded o'er with truth and lies, 
Under many a mix'd diſguiſe, 
I dreſs to cheat unpraQis'd youth 
With falſehood's garb for honeſt truth. 
Xantippe bold, in dead of night, 
Taught Socrates to own my might! 
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Strange enchantreſs, motley creature, 
Oddeſt prodigy of nature ! i, 5 "9: 
As billows raging, now I'm wild, 
Now as warbling fountains mila 
Now religious laws proclaiming, ' 
5 | Now the good and juſt defaming ; 
g Now cementing patriotiſm, 
i Now in church provoking ſchiſm. | 


: Enough, O. Muſe ! kind, reaſon cries, 

The wretch who owns this monſter dies, 

_- Expound my riddle, if your able: | 
This riddle once confounded Babel! 
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Che 3s + 
S 5 FF 


PEAR SIR, „ 


I think I have ſome faint recollection 
of your old {choolmaſter Thompſon : 
I thought he had married a third wife 
—if he did not, you know it is in your 
power to put on the yoke a third time: 

belides, i would make the little account 
vou give of him more complete, as 
you have dropped him in the aig 1 

rative degree: if you go on I can fur- 
niſh you with the ſuperlative. What 
do you think of Mrs. -—? you can be 

only at a loſs for ſimiles—the Thracian 
Boſphorus, the Garonne after a thaw, 
the Poddle in Dublin, Shoreditch after 
a city ſhower, &c. might furniſh a hint. 
Mrs. has alſo a good eight-day- 
tongue.—The ſex, it is true, will be 
all in arms againſt you; for, if I may 
ulſe ſo low a compariſon, the generality: 
of them are like turkies, that delight 
e e to 


9 r hs EY „ 
þ ' * N 3 * 
- a me or a io en groan Se OG — 
> : ay a * . . 
= = 4 


{ure to fall on it. 
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\ 


to mix together, but if you happen to 
ſmear the head of one, all the reſt are 


Good. Bye. 


Pi. 8s. Vou ſeem to know little of the 
1mpatience of an Engliſn reader there 


are long-winded writers, and long - 
winded ale but let me tell you IL 
know very few long-winded readers; 
excuſe the hint, -it comes from a 
— ͤ _ 5 - 
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LETTEI KV. 
MV DEAR FRIEND, 


I think it is Suckling that pities the 
man who cannot read of a wet day: 
Mrs. S— pities the woman who cannot 
play at cards of a wet day—as for me, 

can do neither one nor the other, as 
long as the clouds deſcend in ſhowers 
—nor yet write, which is the reaſon I 
have not taken a pen in my handtheſe 
few days paſt. I often thought that 
Doctor Goldſmith had Mr. Thain. 
ſon's academic ſucceſſor in his eye, 


'when he drew the picture of his coun- 
try ſchoolmaſter—like, him he had a 
variety of jokes, at which I have often 


laughed with “ counterfeited glee.” — 
He was naturally pacific, and, like his 


predeceſſor, delighted not in the inflic- 
tion of puniſhments, which obtain in 
our ſchools, to the diſgrace of learning; 


particularly the mode of pulling boys . 
by the ears, however well accounted 
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for by Rabelais*; and to which 
perhaps we may attribute the length 
of ears that is now found amongſt 
our lawyers, divines, phyſicians, and 
our muſical amateurs in particular. 
With him to ſhake the bottle was to 
muddy it, in oppoſition to all that « ever 
has been written on the ſubject. 

Tou would be delighted with the 
bedge that I have made round the 
(EY ard, and the number of 

memorials that 1 have erect⸗ 
2 70 to th e , departed Worth 
and premature fong ; at preſent it 
freſembles | Gray's in "almoſt every 
particular, except the © a alt thorn;” 


and 1 1 am that It 2 to his is 
e 145 0 Inf 1 47 lle, T& - p ! | 855 


85 * na and ute ſhake Ca Pes of 
| their diſciples; as: one would do à pot, in holding 
it by the ears, that by this erection and _ 
cation, and pulling 228 ars, which, accordin 
the doctrine af the | & 1 57 is a 5 ember 
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to ſleep under one. Iam collecting all 


the ever-greens I can againſt winter: I 
wiſh I had'aflip of Glaſtonbury thorn. 
—Digreſſions like contradictions, you 


ſee, hn one another, and I know 
youhave as little reliſh for digreſſions, | 


as ever Charles the Second diſcovered 
for lon er den ſermons— Break oft, 
—_ T5 82:39 nee . Arbtiyy Os end 

bs ? Us SLE alt - 3 „Good Night. 


8 1 


7 ps. Nec fcript is s like a a portman- 


3; m 145 cram almoſt 
any ting t 1 I had ſomething 


. Tay, b but it has Tipped, my, VET . 


gilly's Poem on 


aye, yo 
. 7 
ere are ſome ' red-hot 
e 1S a Ne to be a nan of 
genius 1 8. 4 you can procure it, nd it 
me—the Cock. of the Rock. 1 is Foy; the the 
reigning toaſt,; and L am told 


If to his ſhare ſome youthful ſallies fall, 
* in his face and you'll forget them all. 
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| LETTER XVI. 
/* MY DEAR FRIEND, ' 


oy TSS „0 TR . „„ 5 
GREAT a favourite as I was with 


my maſter, I am ſorry to tell you I 


was not ſo withMinerva ; my progreſs 
in literature was ſo ſlow, that my fa- 


ther gave an entertainment, ſomewhat 


in the ſtile of Abraham's fete cham- 
petre, as ſoon as I began to read the 
Bible. It is true I had a good memory, 
but I did not like to be loading it with 


the muſty conceits of my anceſtors, 
notwithſtanding the encomiums he 
was continually pouring out on the 


ancients, icularly the Roman wri- 


| ters, for it was his opinion that they 
Hua exhauſted all learning, and that 


the moderns could do little more than 
their ſentiments: even this, as 


wv 
, 


I told him one day, was ſufficient to 


to 


damp that emulation which he wiſhed 


, $ 


Nenn 
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to inſpire.— Why, I tell you boy, that 
Homer ſaid every thing At that rate 
there is nothing left for me to ſay— 
At this period I cannot recolle& my 
auge, but that is true, it is not ex- 
pected that women and authors ſhould 
ever tell their age--there is one thing, 
however, that I ſhall never forget, and 
that is the pleaſures that I enjoyed in 
thoſe days, which a French writer has 
_ diſtinguiſhed by the name of les jours 
fans ſouci. As to the hiſtory of my 
„ boyiſh days,” as well as thoſe of my 
anfancy, I do not think it would be 
read, if I even did relate it; you 
would not expect that I ſhould re- 
member the play-things that I have 


7 Freel parted with to purchaſe the 


freedom of -a captive linnet, though 

told perhaps, at the time, that it uſed to 

tell of me as often as I played truant. 

And here I muſt treſpaſs the bounds, 

which I intended to preſcribe to my- 

{elf : I was neither idle nor miſchie- 
Ss | 
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-yous; I employed my leiſure moments 
in making toys, ſuch as carts, wind 
and water mills, &c. &c. and I have 
- Jaid: ſome of them carefully by to 
aamufe in ſecond infancy, provided the 
Hates! ſhould: extend my life to that 
period. I had no objection to claſſical 
learning, but I could not bear to hunt 
after the etymology of a word ſo that 
it is no wonder my progreſs in that line 
was very ſlow. Books of travels and 
voyages only could fix my attention. 
Gulliver, you may be ſure, was a fa- 
vourite; I would have given any thing 
for one of the-ſheep of Laputa. I can- 
riot exactly recollect, but I ani ſure 1 
Shade dropped tears with Glumdal- 
clitch, when ſhe miſſed her “ pleaſ- 
ing care: I languiſhed to fiſn in the 
criven of ſtones, and Miſhed to warm 
myfelf a thouſdnd times at the daniin 
fires of Bathroda; of to wander! amidſt 
the roſes of Zarel la, even though I 
-ſhould have died with aromatic 
Pain. How oft, on the wings of ima- 
5 V gination, 
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plnarion have 1 viſited the "I" of 


riſalia, which, accordin au- 
thor, is built of marbl A hung 
round with clouds, that Lutherbourg 


would attempt in vain to imitate, co- 


vered with ſnow, and illuminated with 
- tcicles! How oft, in that enchanting 
| a e have I knit the dance with the 


oſy-hoſomed Hours; to the ſoft : airs of | 
3 the Eolian harp! and when fancy had 
her fill, the next enchanting ſcene was 


Britain-——Penitus toto'diviſos orbe Bri- 


tannos;/| quaſi, alterum orbem terrarum=s 
ingeth forth grain in abun- - 

| vhoſe air is more temperate _ 

than that of France. f, whoſe ſeas pro= 

duce orient pearl}, in whoſe fields the 

Queen of Summer delights to revel, 

- whoſe chief city is worthily called Au- 

guſta | hut what are all theſe to her 

daughters, at whoſe eyes the diamond - | 
drinks } its 19 285 beast its her ſons 


* e 9 7 -Catarc | x Suetoniu, 


Ne 


Orpheus. 4 Ammianus. 


Vol. „ "> | matchleſs 
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matchleſs in arts and arms. When I 
read of great Cities, ſuch as London, 
4 could not for the ſoul of me light on 
what it was that brought ſo many 
People together, unleſs it was to ſtifle 


each other, if it be true that every 
man conſumes a gallon of air in a mi- 
nute. At the time I did not reflect 
that the charms of urbanity, and all 
the ſocial intercourſe of poliſhed life, 


balanced the inconvenience *. That 


© ſpecies of literature, which my father 
wiſhed I ſhould addreſs myſelf to, had 


very little charms for me, and ſtill lefs 


for my ſecond brother, who preferred 


2 Without cities urbanity and civility cannot 


take place, In large communities only the hard- 
neſs and roughneſs of naked nature can be ground 

_ down, and poliſhed : it is from the frequent col- 
lifion of many minds, that thoſe ſparks of genius 
are elicited, which not only enlighten the under- 
ſtanding, but correct the heart, and furniſh thoſe 
innumerable eftabliſhments of art, which give un- 
ſpeakable charms to ſocial intercourſe, and, in 
tome degree, exalt the dignity of human nature.” 
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the ſhining ſhare to all the din of arms, 
and the trophies of Ceres to all the 
ſpoils of war ;—with him poetry was 
only the art of telling lyes in verſe ; 


hiſtory, at beſt, but ſerved to unveil 


that ugly naked ſight,” the human 


Heart ; rhetoric only taught us . to 
name our tools; logic prompted us to 
make a chopping- 


jock of ever 
block that to fall in 5 1 


way; and philoſophy herſelf, the : 


of arts, might all be called 


the ſpy of ſorrow; metaphyſics ſtuffed 
— pillows with thorns—but religion 


with the plumes of a dove. 


In the midſt of all this I. Sdn for- | 


nee ou the 
gt et, however, nal ae 


touch on love, * whoſe OY i 
| lights $'---Oh love, e 


Not quicker die, 
| Its ruin to ſpread, 
ö T han thou art to ſeize 
5 Thee dert _d the head. 
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AB TER XVII. 
P 
I! muſt not forget to tell you, that 
my father made it a point to viſit an 
iſland, at leaſt once a year, that lay 
about two miles to the weſt of that in 
which I was born; if I miſtake: not; 
 I-accompamied him twice! can re- 


Collect very little of the manners and 


cuſtoms of the inhabitants; at preſent 
TI have one of their paſtorals, in which 


the ſhepherds ſeem not quite ſo filly 


. as'their ſheep.—T had the pleaſure of 
eonverling ſome time with the old go- 

vernor, who had retired into a neat 
little cottage, which might be called 

the neſt of old age; their laws, it 


5 Ph: ſeems, were very different from thoſe 


_ which«6btained.1nours——T1 ſhall take 
the liberty of preſenting the reader 

_ With an extract from their code, viz. 
e f : 4 : $8 | : 0 3, 
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* iſt, That a regular fair be eſta» 
bliſhed once a year for the _ of old 
maids. 

1 . That pride . ignorance 
henceforward be eſteemed as ſynony- 
mous terms, and may on all accafions 
be uſed. 'mdifterengly the one for the 
other. 33 | 
„ gdly;; That. all: W "ſt allows 
ed the benefit of the ram *, black or 
white, as pradtifed. in 15 5 manor 17 


4 
— — 2 5 


10 41 Achly, That e bartalazi Nw 
cumſtances, ſuch as a decreaſe in 
births, no, woman is to go eee 
months with child. | a 
„ Sthly, That the marriage of a 
| young woman and an old man {hall not 
eſteemed valid ¶ this it ſeems is 
founded on the laws of nature.” | 
There is one thing I ſhould: not for- 
get to mention: this iſland was once 


over-ran wich attornies, and all the | 


Ses ths Speckitek- 1 
HAS bharpies 
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harpies of the law; an act was, how- 
ever, paſſed, that on the admiſſion of 
every ar Fave attorney ten of the old 
were to be : ſuch was the effect 
of this A Data; that in a ſhort 
time the country was fo thinned of this 
peſt, that the laſt of them was buried 
a few weeks before our arrival—a 
keen artful fellow, hypocritical to the 
laſt, he could ſmile on you at the very 
inſtant he was plotting againſt you; 
I had the curioſity to tranſcribe his 
epitaph, Which was written by one 6f 
his ruined clients: I think it ran as 
follows, for I have not the copy at 
preſent in my poſſeſſion, ſo chat 3 £ 
give it from mp” fo $52 eb 
5 Here G— by = | 1 
A vile regrator of the laws, 
' Whole very name would damn Jour cauſe 3 
Who with a look and ear attendant, | 
Deceiv*d both plaintiff and defendant; ö 
So conſcientious and demure, 
With every nod and word ſo ſure; * 
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That he, unleſs you knew his tricks, 

Would make you kick againſt the pricks: 
Each path of villainy he tiod, „ 

Gold was his country, gold his god; 

Death laid a ſnare for him at laſt, : 

The knave demurr'd, but he was caft.. 
Death ſmil'd, to think he gain'd his cauſe, 

And all the court rung with huzzas. 


- HUZZA. 


| Juſt as this inſcription was agreed on 
una voce, the following was preſented . 


by another ruined client: 


Here lies, for creeping worms the carrion ſtore, 
That never fed a hungry mouth before, | 


Old Gripe, long practis'd in deception's ſchool, - 


From birth a juggler, and a knave by rule: 
Mean in each thought, and baſe in every deed, 
His zeal oppreſſion — bribery his creed! 
Each ſecret path of villainy he trod, 

His maxim penury and pelf his god 

Till in the height of his career he fell, 
On earth accurs'd, and black-ball'd ey'n in Hell. 
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SETTER IVE: 
. MY DEAR FRIEND, | wy 


LAST week I was obliged to attend 
our aſſizes, which proved a maiden one. 
I was glad of it, I am fond of maiden 
aſſizes, maiden ſpeeches, and all ſorts 

of maids, old and young: though I 


really think, if the world goes on as it 
has for fome time paſt, that we ſhall 
meet with few of the latter. On my 


return, I had the good fortune to alight 


at a little country inn, where met | 


with a very agreable companion in my 


| Jandlord, who had ſpent the beſt part 
of his life at ſea: and yet, ſtrange to 


tell, this honeſt fellow told me, for ſuch 


1 found him to be, that he never met 


with a misfortune that he was not able 
to drown in a can of grog, to uſe his 


_ -own expreſſion; nay, {aid he, I do not 


know that I ever met with a misfortune 
in my life. As I am fond of your prac- 


3 


tainly pour down all together. ; 
fi 
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tical philoſophers, I did not like him 


à whit the worſe on this account, not- 


withſtanding the example of Saint 
Ambroſe. I juſt tell you this, to let 
you know that, I did not feel thoſe 


inconveniences which are but too often 
experienced in travelling through the 
remoter parts of this country. 


Scarce had the ſun thrown off his 


night- cap, when one of my ſhepherds 
came to tell me that one of my fheep 
was miſſing—another brought me word 


that the river had broken it's mounds, 


and carried off a cock or two of my 
hay 35 and whilſt he Was yet ſpeakin g. 


came another alſo, to acquaint me that 
the wind had blown down one of my 


trees, and a favourite one too ſo that 


* Saint Ambroſe, in a journey from Milan to. 
Rome, hearing his hoſt brag that he fever met 
with any croſs in his life, preſently removed thenee' 


to another houſe, ſaying, that either the man was 
very unthankfu} to God, that would not derive+ 


knowledge from his corrections, or that God's 
meaſure was by this time full, and he would cer- 


$1 = E A —— 0 — — — 22 


— — — IO gry 


a” WH. K 
— 


— 


——— = le EM 5 
3 . 
, . 


at nd n 
” — 
o 


_ 4 
— — 


l — a _ 
— © * 
1 
—ä — oy Ward 
* 4 4 —— * 4 
1 - We Ar Hato ne bY SO OS. - 5 * — — — — == 
3 * 3 Likes. FRI, & 
9 n 7 Py A wc, 


K — . <A i Pets, 
' — XL — 2 — ä rae 419 - 2 5 
2 


> 
6 — — 
i , 


a — — 
FN ls; Fo - 2 SK 
* 


r 
— GI 
8 


4 


154 Tn WANDERING ISLANDBR. 


you ſee a country life has its cares 
atience however is a good fiream an- 


chor, as the tar ſays, and at times I 
ſtand in almoſt as much need of it as 
the Uzzite himſelf, with this difference, 


that I think I have better comforters 
in a ſhort time the ſheep was found, 
the ſtream taught to glide in its wont - 


ed channel, the tree tranſplanted in 


an humbler ſituation, and the meſſen- 
gers rewarded : the firſt with the laſt 


new ballad that was fung at the fair, 


the ſecond with a pair of garters, and 
the third with a ſmall flute, on which 
he has already taught the woods to re- 


© Hund the num of his miſtreſs. 
. -  Torefume the thread of my hiſtory— 
for what ſignifies a hiſtory without a 


thread, eſpecially ſuch a labyrinthic one 


as mine, if I may uſe the expreſſion ?— 
In the ſabbath of the year- 
- of laying gins and traps to enſnare the 


, inſtead 


ſylvan race, we were taught to cheriſh 


and protect them; the inow was ſure 
to be ſown with grain, nor was it own 


MN 
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in vain, for thoſe who could not pay in 
plumes at the moulting ſeaſon, repaid 

in grateful ſongs, that even melted 

the 1cy breaſt.of winter, whole tyrant 
reign was never known to exceed 
our months at moſt; and ſuch was the 
friendly intercourſe between the tame 

and wild fowl, that in caſe of ſick- 

_ neſs or death, the one never failed to 
cheriſh the offspring of the other: the 
red-breaſt never miſſed to make one 
at breakfaſt, and was trebly endeared 
as often as we thought of the Babes in 
the Wood *, the filial affection of the 
ſtork, the maternal tenderneſs of the 
ſ | : 8 15 725 . | 

The cruel guardian, whoſe fell heart, 

% By cries of weeping innocence unmov'd, 

% Agape with heart of avarice, expos'd,. 

<6 A prey to famine in the howling woods; 

« Smit withſthoſe angel beauties, in the ſleep n 
« Of peaceful death, the pious red-breaſt ſtrew'd 

c With flowers and verdant leaves each lamb-like 

cCorſe, ; 


« As in the cold embrace, with ſnowy arms, 


i Breathleſs the lictle younglings lay entwin'd,” 
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pelican *; *; theſe at all times inſured 
their protection and liberty as far as in 
our power, of which they ſeemed as 
ſenſible, that I have known them hop 
in our way, or perch above us on the 
leafy branch, as often as ſleep invited us 
_ preſs the moſs-ſwoln couch-beneath 
it. To my ſiſter the turtle claimed 
Kindred, _ her claims were allowed. 
- Notwithſtanding, as I have alread 
obſerved that the land abounded with 
all the neceſſaries of life, we were 
not permitted to eat the bread of 
idleneſs: as ſoon as we could walk 
| almoſt we were conducted to the field 


* Thus piercd wich grief, and wilder d with 
' Gcipanr, © 

t The pelican laments her vendor . 
Jo every wind her ſorrow is addreſt, e 
When ſome rude hand has robb'd her downy neſt: 5 
She tries the brake, ſhe ſearches all the plain, 
Full oft ſhe's heard to call, but calls in vain; 
She droops her wings, ſhe hates the tedious tay; 


And penſive mourns the live-long night away. 


_ — ——9— 


And the wren muſt not be touched, as we were 
told that Cupid winged the dart of 1 love 
; Yds its — 


in 
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in the order of our birth, at once in- 


ſtructed in the arts of peace and war, 


to cultivate the ſoil, and to protect it, 


if occaſion required; our labours were 
always proportioned to our ſtrength, 
and diſpoſed of in ſuch a manner, that 
they became a pleaſure, inſtead of a 
taſk. Induſtry by this means became 
a part of our exiſtence; *x inſtruction 


and amuſement went hand in hand, as 


they always ought to go; the healing 


dittany, the molifying lily, the cool - 


ing violet, the breathing camomile, 
and above all the divine amaranth, 
ſpread not their charms in vain; not a 


verdant leaf almoſt, that was not read 


even by the meaneſt peaſant, nor is it 


* Plutarch, in his life of Cato the Cenſor, tells 

us of a mule, which being long employed in 
public labours, was at length diſmiſſed with a writ 
of eaſe : the induſtrious animal could not bear to 


be idle, but preſented himſelf at the head of his 
| brethren, as it werejto encourage them; which 
pleaſed the people fo much, that it. was ordered 
that the mule ſhould be ſupported throughout the 
- remainder of his life, at the public expence. } 
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to be wondered at, when it is known 
that poetry came in to the aſſiſtance 
of botany, fi embalmed not only the 
medicinal virtues, nay, I had like to 
fay the odours of many a plant, which 
in other countries”. 


- 5 . j 


and 3 0 dull ſwain 
f1 C Treads ly, on with clouted hoon.” 


11 : = Wo. T8 
8 the rural ditties were not mute, 8 
Temper'd to the oaten ute. | 


7 Eſpecially, | in Po heyday of the 
harveſt, which was never known to 
_ breathe its „ ftill ſong” alone into 
the reaper's'ear, as it was the cuſtom 
of the country to bring up a number 
of young men, that diſcovered a 

genius in 2 1 the paſtoral reed, 

Which was the only inſtrument of 
muſie in the e that even Love 
had learned to breathe his ſighs to: one 
or two of theſe muſicians were alwa s 
employed to ſoften the labours of t 
field; ſome choſe to play at the head 
of the 9102 whil others ſou ought 
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the ſhade, in concert with the feathery 
tribe, that firſt inſpired the idea“. 
In that quarter of the year called 
winter, when the welcome ſun only 
ſhews his face by turns, the blazing 
hearth ſupplied his abſence; and as my 
father was a Newtonian in aſtronomy 
as well as every thing elſe, except 
chronology, it was placed in the centre 
of the em or in other words it 
was placed in the middle of the houſe, 
whilſt the family encircled it like fo 
many planets. I think I now fee the 
monarch of the cot : and I know not - 
the monarch that would not envy his 
' happineſs, if they really knew what 
happineſs was.—Now he reads, now 
he talks, or | | 5 13 
% Looks round with pleaſure, and with joy ſurveys 
His children's face, that brighten at the blaze.” 


* Naturaliſts obſerve that whilſt the hen is co- 


vering her eggs, the male generally takes his ſtand 


upon the neighbouring bough, within hearing, and 
by that means amufes and diverts with his ſongs 


during the whole time of her —_ | 
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Some were employed in 3 
mathematical figures in the aſhes, or 
in an verse with the mighty dead, 


. | _ e ee who bleſt ae} 
=; > Wich arts, with arms, and humaniz d a world. 29 


A8 thus we talked, our hearts would 

burn within us, would inhale that 

rtzon'of: divinity; that ray of pureſt 

heaven, which lights the public ſoul 

of patriots! and of heroes —ſuch as 

France boaſts at preſent, and ſuch 
e boaſted Tome: time e N 
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6 DEER 3 XIK. 2555)! 
ux DEAR FRIEND, | 


I have juſt finiſhed, my Library; 
I have packed all the fathers into one 


corner, which I call Limbo Patrium, © 


Tho'.I never was curious in binding 
books, Ceſar ſhall, however, appear 


in ſcarlet, and all my paſtoral writers. 


in green ; all your mad writers I can 
lay my hand on, ſhall be bound in 
ſtrong cow-hide ; and your filly ones, 
like myſelf, in ſheep-ikin——ln the 
mean time, the evening hymn never 


failed to crown ko og wo that 


our infant tongues were firſt taught 


to break the bands of filence in 


praiſe of our maker, and I queſtion 


if that which Adam and Eve ſung in 


Paradiſe aſcended to the throne of 
God in ſweeter accents, or a purer 
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flame. The ſpring was always to be 
welcomed in with a new ſong, and the 
ſummer with a dance, led up beneath 

the hawthorn-tree, whole leaves vi- 
brated in uniſon to every note. 
As our little academy lay- at ſome 
diſtance from the houſe, I uſed to in- 
dulge, an unexpected holiday, in 
rambling through a large wood, which 
Tan along the ſea ſhore, or rather an 
arm of the ſea, which in general pre- 
_ fented ſo delightful a proſpect, that I 
| Jooked on the life of a mariner to be 
the happieſt in the world, and could 
not be perſuaded of the truth of what 
Horace ſays, with reſpect. to the firſt 

who dared to tempt the dangers of the 
main: my mind was continually run- 
ning on boats and ſhips, and the va- 
Tiety of materials of which they had 
been compoſed in former days, par- 
ticularly among the ancient Britons 
and Icelanders :—the canoes of Sand- 
wich Iſland, as defcribed by Captain 
Cooke, charmed me beyond all _ 
+ 8 88 N „„ . 
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_ reſt*, notwithſtanding I thought the 
model might, be improved, and I was 
determined to try if it could not: I 
could not at the time put my little 
plan into execution, as the winter was 
advancing, and the ſight of the ſea, 
began to terrify me, for I took care to 


view it in every little ſtorm, and could 


ſcarce perſuade myſelf that it was the 


ſame element I had ſeen in the ſun- 


| thine of ſummer. My fears vaniſhed 
with the winter, and as ſoon. as my 


own ſeafon had aſſumed the empire of 
the year, to work I began, and in leſs 


* Theſe canoes are in general about twenty- 


1 8 


four feet Tong, and have the bottom for the moſt 


part formed of a fingle piece or log of wood, | 


hollowed out - m= thickneſs of an inch, or an 
inch and a half, and brought to a point at each 
end. The ſides . three boards, each 
about an inch thick, and neatly fitted and laſhed 
to the bottom part. The extremities, both at 
head and ftern, are a little raiſed, and both are 
made ſharp, ſomewhat like a wedge, but | 
fflatten more abruptly, ſo that the two fide boar 
join each other ſide by fide for more than a foot.“ 
W Cook's VOYAGES. 
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than three months compleated my 
bark to my ſatisfaction, which. I ca- 


a over with honey-ſuckles, raiſed 
a ſofa 


of green turt at one en 23 


and as I had built pretty much in 


the form of a ſwan, I was deter- 
mined that it ſhould not want wings, 


which in the end I compoſed of a 


ngth - wiſe u ornamented 
| eſt feathers, the meaneſt 
of which would have adorned the ſhafts 
of love Hitherto I was happy enough 


to bonceal my labours from every exe; 


my next care was to conceal my ſkiff; 


at length I found a little creek that 
ran into the wood, at the head of 


whieh I drew .it up, beneath a tuft, of 
trees that ſpread their umbrageous 


arms to guard my charge; as often as 
T could E took a ſail in it; I watched 


my . like the timid virgin 
Ks 5 hen ſhe goes to bathe; and as the 
nightingale is ſaid never to ſing near 


ble- 
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fible to avoid being ſeen near that part 
of the country in which I enjoyed ſo 
much pleaſure. Like the young poet, 
however, whoſe weak unballaſt wings 
flies only round the moſſy banks, I 
took care to keep cloſe to the beach, 
notwithſtanding the level brine often 
tempted me One day I was induced 
to it the temptation was too ſtrong 
to be reſiſted, eſpecially: by one Who 
had never experienced any danger 
the very elements conſpired to baniſn 
my uſual prudence—the ſea and the 
each other, and the ſun ſhone as if he 
rejoiced at it But before I proceed 
any farther, I had better give you a 
little reſpite ; for by this I do think _ 
with Diogenes you are looking out for 
land—lo. that Dor the preſent I ſhall 
take my leave of you, firmly per- 
ſuaded that if my letters contribute to 
nothing elle, they will to ſleep; and jt 
will give me ſome ſatisfaction to hear 
that you call for one of them as often 
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as you wiſh to fall a victim to the in- 
fluence of that god, and hereafter 


that they m ee a chance of being 
recommen n een althcted 
er ge * gout. dt 2 

| Goo Nis ur. 5 


e B 8 —_ died: laſt weak; 


* has left him all his curioſities; the 


moft amongſt them are, a pair 


of ſcales for weighing accents; a piſ- 


mire's egg half hatched ; a glove with 
ten 4 a miſer's 50 a large 
cudge ed to be the one 
that ee loft1 in he ſand 
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LETTER XX. 


| MY DEAR FRIEND, 


HAVING launched my Litle nau- 
ticus beyond its uſual courſe, I con- 
tinued to fail till I 1 0 I ſaw the 
mountains graduall 
main; I conceived that I had not 


to do but to return, and ſo began to 


paddle with my oars, but the inſtant 
almoſt that Iattempted a breezeſprun 

up. and though it ſcarcely 1 
the inſtant before, I was oblized to con- 


tract my fail in a ſhort time, ſuch 


ſtrength did it gather —whilſt the ſea, 

1 552 lately reflected the brighteſt ſky; 
began to roll apace—fear ſeized on 
oh Ma was too late to think 


of what nee Bane: * Fe 1 
0 


& When g 6133 are N toſt ae angry wind, 
ce What roving Pernes perplex my de 2 * 
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of my father, mother. brothers and 


ſiſters, ruſhed into my mind, which 


preſented the beſt of fathers in a ſitu- 
ation ſimilar to that of Jacob lament- 
ing the ſuppoſed untimely fate of his 
fon.—Oh ! why did I venture myſelf 
on an element whoſe deceit is prover- 
bial? What is it that is deluſive, and in 
the end deſtructive, that is not com- 
pared to the ſea? Falſelove, falſe habe, 
and falſe friends. Thus did I rave for 
ſome minutes; I could only waft m 


ſighs to that dear abode, in which 1 


25505 ſome of the wit ta : moments 


| By this I could fee nothing but the 
_ watery waſte, and thickcolle&ted clouds 
* ſarcharged with rain, and hung with 
triple darknefs—the ſtorm encreaſed 
Etthe rain at intervals deſcended in ca- 


My muſe no more delights me, I would fain 
Enjoy the tempting pleaſures of the main: 

But when I ſee the bluſtering ftorms ariſe, 
HFeaving up waves like mountains to the ſkies, 
I' be ſea I dread, and all .my ſanq bent 


To the firm land, my old and faithful friend. 


taracts, 


- 
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taracts, the multitudinous waves be- 
gan to contend for ſuperiority, ſo that 
I looked on every one that came as 
the pillow on which I ſhould repoſe in 
death; one guſt I do actually believe 
would have overſet my little bark, 
had it not melted away in 2 
ſhower, in compaſſion to my ſitu- 
ation; but this was a prelude to what 
was to follow; — the ſun had long 
ſince ſet, and ſcarce did the moon 
ſhew her watery face, and when ſne 
did, it was only to heighten my dil- 
treſs; the whole artillery of heaven 
began to play, and I can compare it 
to nothing but the dreadful deſcrip- 
tions that are given in the 3 
of Saint John Ruin gave the word! 
every element ſeemed to contend, the 
one with the other, and the whole 
ſeemed united againſt my little pin- 
nace, which actually groaned as if 


over- powered in the conflict ;—and _ 


wonderful it was, when I reflect on it, 
that it went thro what it did: as yet 
VOL. I. VVV 
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every article was found faithful to its 

charge, except the giddy maſt, which 
had given way in the beginning—I - 
ſhall never forget the ruddy lightning, || 

. and the muttering of the thunder. 

As I had given over all hopes of eſ- 
<caping, I thought it beſt to employ v 
the few moments that might be lent fi 
me in preparing for death; and that I fe 
might not immediately fall a prey to | p 
m 
ol 
ca 
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the monſters of the  deep—human 
weakneſs -I adjuſted- every thing on 

the deck before I deſcended —< Little | 
did I imagine,” ſaid I, as I ſtretched | w 
"myſelf in my cabbin, when I was m 
decorating this bark, hat I was orna- - w: 


menling my coffin.” 


| Adieu. 
2 TT * 
5 | « \ 
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oO LN 
MY DEAR FRIEND, er 


_ I CAN recollect nothing more till I 
wakened the next morning, when I 
found myſelf on a little bank at the 
foot of an old oak, juſt as much ſur- 
prized as Adam, and eee a little 
more, when he firſt became ſenſible 


of his exiſtence*. The firſt object that 


caught my attention was the ſun, 
whoſe vivifying beams played round 
me; I could not be pe that I 
was yet cloathed with mortality, not- 


4 r Thou ſun--fair light 5 
« And thou enlighten'd earth, ſo freſh and g2 1 
tc Ve hills and dales, ye rivers, woods, and plains! 
And ye that live and move, fair creatures ! tell, 
«© Tell; if * ſaw how I came thus--how I came 
here? 5 | 
Not of myſelf: by fome great maker, then, 
In goodneſs and in power pre-eminent.” - 


Mr rox. | 


12 withſtanding 
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mo I felt my pulſe beat— 
bat exceedingly. languid—notwith- 
ſtanding all this, I could not be per- 
ſuaded but I had landed on ſome ce- 
leſtial ſhore; and in truth every thing 
around me ſeemed to juſtify the opi- 
nion: the fragrance of the flowers, the 
melody of the birds, and the beauty 
of the fruit that ſeemed to nod in un- 
fading prime, conſpired to ſtrengthen 
the idea.—Inſtinct as it were directed 
me to chafe my limbs, and in the courſe 
of half an hour I was able to get up 
and walk, but not very far; as I felt 
the ſun rather warm, I ſat down under 
the covert, whoſe vegetable gold in- 


vited me to taſte of it—I pulled one 


of the apples, which was ſo delicious 
to the taſte, that I ventured to pluck 
d ſecond, which revived me almoſt in 
an inftant.—As my cloaths were wet, I 
undreſſed myſelf, hung them to dry 
on one of the. buſhes, and hid my- 
ſelf among the branches :—as ſoon as 
my cloaths were dry I dreſſed _ 
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and walked down to the ſhore, which 
was covered with ſuch a variety of 

ebbles, that I could ſcarcely forbear 
[ad oading my pockets with Lake 
ſea DROP troubled, and {till in mo- 
tion, notwithſtanding the calmneſs of 


the day. At length I eſpied my lit- 


tle, bark quite ſhattered—it 1 is impoſ- 
ſible to paint the joy I felt on behold- 
ing it, and the = ogue, if I may uſe 
the expreſſion, that paſſed betwixt us 


wh faithful bark, that never left me 


it landed me on the ſofteſt bank in 
the country; but this was not all, my 


obligations to it did not end here, for 


on examining the cabin I found two 
bottles of gooſeberry wine, a ſmall 


* of cakes, 2 Pſalter 77 , which - 


ed at the twenty-third pſalm, 
which I read with a degree. of rapture 
dat bordered on ent naeh and I 
thought I could not at the time expreſs 
a higher ſenſe of my gratitude to the 
Deity, than in collecting the ſcattered: 
remains of my boat, Which I did Y 
k 13 
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taſted a glaſs or two of the wine, [ 
thought myſelf as en, as a lion 
My next ſtep was to hale my ſkiff 
aſhore, and to conceal it in a cavern, 
which I had the good luck to diſcover 
within a few paces of the beach; 


for myſelf —I was reſolved that we 
fhould be near each other; a ſlight 
furvey gratified me in this. I bd & not 


heus was To kind as to pay me a 
Vvifit—I did not waken till fun-ſet— 
the a proach of the night terrified me' 

a little; but when I reflected on the 
goodneſs of Providence, my ſpirits be- 
gan to revive.” Hitherto I had not ſeen 
| a four-footed beaſt, nor the trace of a 
human foot. I was determined, how- 
| l guard againſt every danger; 5 
| for this purpoſe I got up into one of 
the trees, but inſtead of the roaring 

| of the FO the rowing of the tyger, 
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all the piety imaginable.” Having 


there having found out a place for my 
boat, I began to look out a covert 


taken poſleſſion of it very long, wh 
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and the churning of the bear, I was 
agreeably entertained throughout the 
night with the ſongs of the night- 
ingale, which were ſucceeded by the 
towering lark—my heart melted with- 
in me with ſecret rapture ; at inter- 
vals the thoughts of thoſe I had left 
behind me broke in on me, in ſpite of 
all my fortitude, and when I put up 
my hand I uſed to feel my cheeks wet 
with tears. a 


As ſoon as the ſun had gained a little 
ſtrength I deſcended, and having read 


a little in my Pſaltery, breakfaſted: as 
my ſtrength was quite reſtored about 


twelve o'clock, I was determined to 


take a little range through the iſland, 
which it afterwards proved to be: the 
« human face divine” was ſtill want- 
ing, though I dreaded to meet it. 


Having aſcended a hill that com- 


manded a very extenſive. proſpect, I 


could difcern no habitation — at a 


little diſtance I thought I diſcovered 
lome ſheep, but was afraid to venture 
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4 any farther, leſt I ſhould not be 
41 able to find my way back again, 
though I took every precaution for 
. that purpoſe. * | 
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LETTER. XXI. 


A GENTLE ſtream ran down the 

ſide of the hill, over ſunny ſands —the 
margin was ſhaded with hazel and 
willow, inte rſperfed with flowrets of 
every colour I thought there could 
be no great danger in taking a walk 
along its banks one . invited ano- 


ther, till I was infenſibly 
trance of a bower, Ar inſpired ome- 


thing more than vernal delight; as 


foon as 1 ts 0 entered, it! SEES 
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N the bi { fm 
| 7 55 k 5 : 5 190 8 5 


I heard, . to the end, which 
preſented me with a. grotto hy ex- 
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the temerity to go: notwithſtanding 


the vigour of the ſun, it was quite 
cool, rather capacious, and adorned 
with almoſt every flower that ſips the 


' dew, with a molly couch at one end, 


and a ſmall collection of books at the 
other, with a muſical inſtrument, which 
[ ventured to touch, and. to which the 
agitation of my nerves kept uniſon. I 
did not attempt to. touch one of the 
books—as ſoon as I found myſelf ſome- 
what. compoſed I retired, determined 
at all events to remain for ſome time 


within view of it, for which I con- 
cealed myſelf under the ſhade of a 
ſpreading beech. I had not remained 


very long in this ſituation, when an 


object much more beautiful than any 


thang L had *ypt ſeen, preſented filet I 
BY 


what angelic name to call her, chanced 
to bend her ſteps to the grotto: at 


firſt I took her to be the Genius of the 
lace; onward ſhe came, like Eve led 
y her Maker—the roſes ſeemed - 
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riſe beneath ber feet, and the lilies 
to aſſume a purer white at every mo- 
deſt glance ; I thought I felt her very 
image deſcending into my heart—I 


could have gazed away my life: —in a 


ſhort time my ear came in for its ſhare 
of gratification, for ſhe had been but 
a few minutes out of my ſight when 


ſhe began to ſing to her lute; the notes | 


were ſo enchanting that I could not 
help ſaying to myſelf, in the words 


of Milton, almoſt loud enough to be 


heard 


n any mortal mixture of earth's mould 
« Breathe fuch divine enchanting raviſnment?ꝰ 


— 


I did not venture. to ſtir. till ſhe 
withdrew, nor did I dare to reviſit the 
grotto; for though I only conjectured 
we that it was the haunt of a god-- 


deſs, I. was now. convinced that it was. 
I think I. never paſſed ſo agreeable a 
night as that which crowned the 
day—my dreams-preſented her afreſh 
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n all her charms, which ſunk ſo ſen- 
fibly into my ſoul, that 1 could ſcarce 
think of any thing elſe the day fol- 
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"LETTER XXIII 
MX DEAR FRIEND, 


| THE next morning the ſun, that 


| dried up the dewan an inſtant, could 
not dry up my tears, notwithſtanding 


all my fine dreams. could not 
get the thoughts of my mother out 
of my mind; I thought I drank in 


her cries in every breeze, and ſaw her 


drowned in ſorrow in every ſight — 


The approach of the winter frighten- 
ed me, I compared my ſituation to that 


of Robinſon Cruſoe, and thought I 
had the better of the two; this gave me 
ſome dee . but I cannot ſay that 
it continu 

was remarkably fine, I was determined, 
let the conſequence be what it might, 
to take a wider range than I had on 
the preceding; and to learn if poſſible 
whether the country was inhabited or 


no: to accompliſh this with I got up 
VVV . 
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a very high hill, and as my fight was. 


very good, I diſcovered ſome ſheep at 
a diſtance, feeding in a valley; at the 


ſame time I thought I heard the 
neighing of ſeveral horſes; and as I 
am naturally fond of thoſe animals, I 
was more obliged to my ears than my 
eyes on that occaſion. I looked to- 
wards the ſea, but could ſee nothing: 
the ſight of a ſingle cottage would 
have given me the greateſt pleaſure; 
at length I ſaw one, and had the 
courage to go up to it it was de- 


ſerted, but the manner in which it was 
conſtructed convinced me that the iſland 
was inhabited, and that by a civilized- 


ple too, as F met with two iron 
inſtruments the uſe of which: I could 
not comprehend. I was very much: 


rejoiced at this; and though as little 


diſpoſed to ſuperſtition as my neigh- 
bours, I could not help ſaying to 
myſelf I am glad that the firſt living 


animal I ſaw was a ſheep.” As I 


was muſing, on my return, on what 


—- 
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I had ſeen, a woman happened to 
meet me—at firſt I was a little ſtartled, 
and was going to paſs by her without 


| ſpeaking—her countenance invited me, 


* 
— . ; 
« 4 * 1 a <p 
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and from that day to this I think 1 
never ſaw ſo placid a one ; I was hap- 
2 to find that our language was the 
ame, differing only in dialect. I relat- 
arch her the: added my ſtory, 
which ſhe liſtened to with more pa- 
tience than I fear you will take to 

read this; which in order to induce 


you to, I ſhall only remind you, which 


is perfectly unneceſſary, I hope, that 
"Yours ſincerely, 
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LETTER XXIV. 


MY ben FRIEND, +} 


n 


OUR chief governor: has two fon, 
971 three daughters who may well 
be called the three Graces, particularly 
the eldeſt, Who is yet in the flower 
5 but, a as the _ lays, 


The "pe that is det in ber fer 
$ The dent knows ſet | 75 


Nowirſtanding ne is . than 
the lily, ſhe is above leading an am- 
brofial life; her garments are all of 
her own needle-work, her waiſt s 
* the 2 of Apollo, and her hair 
5 olden ſtrings; her flower garden 
ark d delight you, and yet when ſhe 
moves in it ſhe ſeems the faireſt flowret 
of the whole: at a little diſtance ſhe 
mas a : bower ; I never ſaw it, but 15 N 
EY; . al 
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ſaid to exceed even Byrtha's —By this 


time we had gained the cottage of my 


kind conductreſs. Her family conſiſted 


of two little boys, her grandſons, who 


had lived with her from their infancy ; 
her huſband had been a clergyman, 
who having long allured to brighter 


worlds,” led the way with a ſmile in 


the ſixtieth year of his age: his af 
7 ſible knit me cloſer to her, on ac- 


count of my father being of the 


ſame profeſſion, and more from the 
. ſimilarity of their manners. — The 
cottage was delightfully ſituated on 
the declivity of a verdant hill, en- 
circled with a brook that flowed in 
mazes. The garden was large, and 


in ſome places ſo overſhaded with 


lofty pine that the ſun-flower could 


ſcarcely get a view of her luſty para- 
moup till he gained his meridian ; ſuch 


a vegetable toleration, not a plant 


or flower, however mean, that did not 


meet with protection and attention; 
and though Solomon in all his glory 
HALL 01. 1 was 


* 


1 
LY 
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= was arrayed like the lily, yet the 
_ | © 14. . WY) . 
= _ prickly briar—l mean the ſweet-briar 
| —thought it no indignity to curl round 


—— — — 


Her ſnowy waiſt; and, that Narciſſus 
4 | might have the pleaſure of viewing 

_ = himſelf, a ſmall rivulet ran through 
1 the midſt, on whoſe velvet brim he took 


delight to bend. From the ſpecimen 
I have given you of this enchanting 
ſpot, I ſhall leave you to conceive the 


reſt, - 
GEE Adieu. 
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LETTER XXV.-"! 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


As ſoon as I was ſomewhat domeſti- 
cated, my dear patroneſs, whoſe real 
name I ſhall beg leave hereafter to oon- 
ceal under that of Mrs: Friendly, called 
me aſide one day, You muſt know. 
ſaid ſhe, „that it is againſt the laws 


of this iſland to conceal any ſtranger; 


and though I have not concealed you, 
it amounts to the fame z it is true we 
are viſited by very few, but as ſoon 
as they arrive it is neceſſary to acquaint 
the governor, who immediately takes 
care that they are provided for accor- 
eee uality : with reſpect 
to the latter, Ido not intend that you 
ſhall lay under obligations to him — 
my cottage is entirely at your ſervice, 
and from henceforward T ſhall look on 
you as one of my own children. lt is 
eaſier to conceive than paint the gra- 
n ge : titude 


* * 5 
4 : 
. 
2 2 8 n 
83 n 
2 


ſup 
"mar 
woman embraced me with all the ten- 
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titude which I felt on this occaſion: I 
was ſo oyer-powered with her goodneſs 
that I could not ſpeak, but my tears 
ied the office of my tongue, and 
aps more effectually, for the good 


derneſs of my own mother—the little 


boys did every thing in their power to 


amuſe me; in return, I taught them 

to make a paper kite, which pleaſed 
them exceedingly. The eldeſt was a 
delicate lad, and had a taſte for read- 
ing, + and a turn for learning; but the 
ſeverity: of his ſchoolmaſter was ſuch, 


that it damped all his fire.—I got a 


chance, and was convinced from his 
Took that all I had heard of him was 


true. Dunkin's deſeription of Paddy 
a , , a @ ® o * { 
y came immediately into my 
4 x 4 : - 3 1 j — 7 4 J. r — 4 4 7 4 * 5 f * 2 ? 5 


12 * % 7 : 


"PS; 


: 0 Nat thou, Priapus, wh art ſet to fright 1 ? 
The timid birds by day, and thieves by night, 
© Can'ſt half infuſe the panic, tho”a god, 


at his angry no. 
1 85 ngry þ 66 The 


- Tat fei 
S . 
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« The very youths, obſervant of the laws, 

«© Whoſe long deportment merits fair applauſe, 
«© Wax pale at his approach; with icy fright 
& Their inmoſt vitals ſhudder at the fight; 
« His baleful front, his awful beard, combin'd, 
And all the tyrant ruſhes on their mind: 
This for the preſent, and for future times 
*The vengeance due to yet unacted crimes.” 
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LETTER XXVI. 


ux DEAR FRIEND, 
TELL. me, Oh! tell, what kind of thing is wit, 
Thou, who maſter art of it. — 


But if you even did, I ſhould wot be a 


that came to my hand was an abrid 8. 


my 


whit the'wiſer—did I promiſe you any? 
I think not—I am not quite 10 apt to 
make promiſes I cannot perform. — 
Mrs. Friendly, in a day or two, ſat 
out to en e the viceroy of my ar- 
rival; as the was very much reſpected 
at court, ſhe was not expected to re- 
turn for at leaſt a week ; and in order 


. that I might amuſe myſelf in that in- 


terval, ſhe was kind enough to entruſt 
me with the key of hex library, which 
was tolerably well ſtored: with an- 
cient and modern books: the firſt 


ment of ancient hiſtory, in the han 


| writing of her huſband, who like Taci- 
tus might be ſaid to abridge all, ——_ 
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he ſaw all; —it was divided into three 
parts, the dark, the fabulous, and the 
hiſtoric ; I was highly entertained witn 
the firſt, it was like travelling through 


Fairy-land. I found that he was ver) 


ſparing of his conjectures ; and that his 
_ Is to cuſtom and tradition were 
the only lights by which he travelled 


in the ſecond period. The fecond 


book that came to my hand was meta- 
phyſics: I was ſorry to find that the 
author had devoted ſo much time to 


a ſtudy of all others the moſt useleſs— 
I could not meet with one book of ca- 


ſuiſtry, and I was glad of it: but my 
rapture cannot be painted on meeting 


with a tranſlation of Shakeſpeare into 


the native language of the country, in 
which I thou Fe the ſpirit of that divine 
writer tolerably well praſerved, py 
ticularly Romeo's deſcription of Juliet. 


The Mantuan Swan was alſo amon 


the number; ſo that I amuſed myſelf 


tolerably well till the return of my 
- worthy friend. The good old woman 


- 
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was quite rejoiced to ſee me; and I 
think I can venture to ſay that the joy 
was equal. The governor,” ſays ſhe, 
_ *]ongs to ſee you: I told him yourſtory 
from the beginning to the end, in the 
pPreſence of his family; and I do aſſure 
you it made a great impreſſion on them, 
particularly young ladies, whoſe 
tears bore teſtimony to the intereſt 
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LETTER XXVII. 


MY DEAR FigND, 


1 "HER 3 on this 1 BOP | 


WB rhe Tod hand, but I truſt—I do 


not know what I ſay yer RR 
n the 


natured reader ſay it for me 
courſe of a few days I fat out on my 
viſit: as the court lay at ſome diſtance, tlie 


journey was exceedingly pleaſant; the 


weather was ſerene, yo meads and trees 


all harmony; the glowing ſhrubs ar- 


rayed in all the richeſt plumage of the 


ſeaſon ; the reapers ſtood*'in fair array” 
before the ripened field « each b 


laſs he loved,” —whilſt the melody of 


_ water-falls; ,intermingled withthemuſic 


of the woods, induced me to believe at 


every ſtep, that I really wandered 27 


ava h at delightful region, which 
voll. TOM | 5 Doctor 
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e g has ce in we 
Engdow of AT. 


. 


From the mountains on every fide, ae 


deſcended, that filled all the valley with verdure and 


All Kaen that bite the 


—_ 


_ fertility, and formed a lake in the middle, inhabited 


by fiſh of every ſpecies, and frequented by 22 


fowl whom nature has taught to dip the wing in 
water. This lake diſcharged its ſuperfluities by 
- ſtream which entered a dark cleft: 2 1 the moun 


tain on the northern ſide, and fell with dreadful 
noiſe from Precipice to precipice, ail it was heard 


f NO more. 


| The'fides of the mountains were covered with 
trees, the banks of the brooks were diverſified with 
owyers; every blaſt hat ices from the rocks, 


and every month frcp pon the grour 
pl or bout the ſh Ne 


whether wild or tame, Cady in this extenſive 
circuit, ſecured from beaſts of prey by the moun- 


- tains which confined them. On one part were flogks 
and herds feeding in the paſtures, on another all 
the beaſts of chace friſking in the lawns; _ 

4 275 kid was bounding on the rocks; | 


monkey was frolicking in the trees; and res 


_ ſolemn elephant repoſing in the ſhade. All the: di- 
verſities of the 2 brought together, the 


bleflings of nature were chere, and; its ern ex- 
e brgharabanengel TOS 1 
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L ET TER XXVII. 


| 47 


ur DEAR rarEND, 10 10 | 


' HAVE I not kept my promiſe TY 
I not 18 ref A to 7 
a name co punned on, 
. . Neckham, ?. I's am way afraid 


=” 3 1 was a We ſcholar, fo 


learned i in philoſophy, poetry, oratory, and theo- 
logy, as hereby | he Palined a = name, even 
that of Ingenii Mitaculum, a Miracle of Wit. 
— e themſelves e witty in 
aking * upon his ſurname Neguam, which 
fignifieth Bad. He had a mind to be- 
acts. ir in 'Saint Albans, the town of his 
mike, att _ FRY wrote 151 gn to 
LEW TE: N 


Si vis e Ehunuens le. 


— hon 


Si bonus fis venias fi Neguam, Neguaquam ; 
whereupon Nequam, to avoid ſuch conceits in 


aar, 2 ao orthography, of his name into 


Ht | Parnce's Weorthies of Devon. 
N mM e week 
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1986 


week I paſſed three days at your bro- 
ther's houſe, if I may call it his, for 
the ſervants, &c. ſeemed to think it 
their own, from the. attention which 
they 2 8 to every thing that belonged 
to it. I need not tell you I was quite 
happy, I eat what I pleaſed, drank 
what I pleafed, ſent for my bed when 
I pleaſed, ſlept when I pleaſed, 

dreamed when I pleaſed, and « d What 

1 pleaſed. 

Bs 1 never reflect on 1 1 have 
written, unleſs when vou remind me, 
if the birth- place of àn humble indi- 
vidual can be of 1e equence, in 
addition to what I have already ſaid 


on that ſubject, it may be eaſily Known | 


| from the following particulars, viz. 
_ the Iſland of the ladies are 
| ly attentive to their ſpelling, 
| like the os, of the Freſent mY in 
En gland. 2 
Swincherds have their paſto- 
rals, as well as ſnepherds. 
| —— Every man is in Faker of a 
N e 


v1 WANDPRING ISLANDER. | 797 
— om, called m Wer the men, 


—— Every man has an ane of 
| his own. :; 

As ſoon as we arrived. v we were told 
chat the Viceroy and his family had 
Juſt ſet out on a party of pleaſure ;- F 
was glad of this, as E hoped: by their 
return that my ſpirits would be ſome- 
what — for to tell the truth 
I was exceedingly agitated; and almoſt | 

wiſhed myſelf at home again ; in the 
mean time I indulged my curiofity in 
a ſhort. ſurvey of the palace: it was 
2 y old, it was built on- the 
1 da po: Lo of a promontory,. which. 
= itſelf into the ſea—one of the 
oldeſt towers ſeemed an entire eonti- 
nuation of the ſhapeleſs rock into which 
it was inſerted, encircled with a grove 
of pine and monumental oak, which 
feemetl to have flouriſhed in the 
of acorns; the windows were ſmall, 
but numerous: about two o'clock in 
the afternoon * family returned 


1 


j . 


* | we T 
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we were not very long in waiting till 

I had the pleaſure of ſeeing the:Go- 
vernor, who received me in the moſt 
affectionate manner; after this L was 
introduced to the reſt of the family, 


except the eldeſt daughter, who had 


ſtepped into the library —as ſoon as 


; 9 entered the room: I aer n 


cognized her to be that angeli 


= who bad firſt bleſſed m ebe en 
luading on the iſland; this I hailed as 
8 happy omen of my furs bis. Our 


|  conve 


ation turned on different ſub- 
till we were called to dinner 


he table was covered with all the de · 
licacies of the feator, Toon: PATE Tuna 
n the caterer. n 5121 ET 


N « Thus when _ meats and inks we bad Gt 


Lol! 5 F 


< Not burden cure” —— 1 1 


$ 77 


— 


Elvina (the eldeſt daughter) — BY 
us into the garden, in order to aſſiſt 

in ſhading ſome Hlies, whe 5 
9 tags 


| evening ſhe entertained us with a 

- KF {ſhort account of her tour the pre- 

t ceding day, through an unfrequented 

part of the iſland, which ſhe mixed 

ö with ſuch grateful digreſſions (not 

| ſuch as mine) that I thought I could 

have liſtened for ever to her ſoftly 

7 flowing accents. The Governor ſeem- 

ö ed to take a particular pleaſure in con- 

| verſing with me—his remarks were 

_ exceedingly judicious, and his reading 

extenſive; Var what ſurpriſed me moſt 

; of all was, to find that he knew no 

more of my native foil than I do at 

5 reſent of the interior parts of China, 

| br the pale dominions of Balbaſio in 

the lunar ſphere ; in conſequence of 

_ - which I entertained him for ſome time 
with an account of its inhabitants, 
Gran yo Wo 1 5 whos mr 
pany leem reatly delighted with - 
8 , which 1 cre to re- 
duce to writing. Elvina offered to be 

my amanuenfis on the occaſion; and  _} 

the Chaplain undertook, in return, to l 

THIS SR , Ip 


6. 
a * . 


5 * 
i 7 . 
F a A 


— ws. <> 
1 5:48 


8 


KOO : ws. % A 
— " e , 
—— res ———ů—ů—r— — . Y: 4 : 5 2 — f 8 2 9 
Fs Rs 1 N OE q 22 2 4 CE” , * —— 
. 4 & > ; 2 A 
* ; 5 
4 1 3 
1 2 » 
* . < : ” 
- + ; 
% * 6 . 3 ” 
- 
" 3 
” 
> 
. . % 7 


I x a4 4 


_ 
n * 5 . 5 
— _ | 
— 3 
e e eee e — 
. 9 


—_— = er AA ane, . 
as 2 rn | = . "Is 
. OI = 
= — — Fe 
1 
S 


% * n 
4 * . 


N . 


— 


A = 
1 — = 
2 » 
gn ww 8 34%. KY 
a” . — — — 
— a= — a 
. _ 
"SELF" 


l ran 9 
7 


- = \ SS 
5 = got = — — 
2 —— — 
. = = —— 3 * 2 7 % 


i 
— 


—_— 


K 
On dS OY INTE 3 * 
2 ewe” 
4 


= 2. 
8 . ee e 
＋ 


« Þ 
8 VY 1 


| 9 TIE WANDERING. ISLANDER. 


give us an hiſtory of his own iſland, 
which was within a few hours ſail of 
the place we ſat in; which he did, and 


: which he was well qualified to do, for 
in fact he was a man of penetration 


and taſte, and in every other reſpect 


like that of Otway's* or your own, 
to whom A 1 to be remembered.” 


I | Farewell. 


e e My u time iu ſpent, pleaſantly ; ; 
60 My lord i is neither haughty nor imperious, 
« Nor I gravely whimſical : he has good Hate, 
* And I have good manners. 
« His ſons too are civil to me, becauſe . 
4] do not pretend to be wiſer than they ares 


I meddle with no man's buſineſs but my own, 
„ T riſe in a morning early, ſtudy moderately, - 5 
Eat and drink chearfully, live ſoberly, | 
Jake my innocent pleaſures freely; 

1 So meet with ä and am not the jet ot 
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een „ 1 | 


\LBTTER XxX. 


ur DEAR FRIEND, „ nity al 


The only thing I wiſhed 8 "3M 


| chips it 18 due aul thing I can 
Seid in caſe. I followed the ſubject, 
is to keep out of extremes; as I know 
ou are one of thoſe that will neither 
ain at a mote, nor yet ſwallow a 
camel.—Not to detain you too lon 
i with ſtrains . and ſwallows, I ſhall 
begin where 1 255 off, without farther 


Kerbe G5 | 
? oyernor dt be could 
never make enough of me; he ſhewed 
me his books, g oy cabinet, and 
conducted me t h the mazes of 
his delightful labyr int s: the next day 
he led Ing to the, Ne e which 
was built of wood, ſomewhat in the 
Gothic yle, in which I had the 
pleaſure o 5 buſts of = 
„ . 


> 
8 11 5 


15 4 


| who had LF their memory dear 
to their fellow citizens, in being bleſ- 
Ings to their kind; they were cut in 
. wood, and rubbed over with a kindof 
Juice that prevented decay; in one I 
Vas pleaſed to find the Witten and 
 continency—ef- Socrates — in another 
the prudence of Fabius the third, 
& c. the chaſtity of Scipio, the mag- 
nanimity of 1 gh "the purity of 
= - — Cato, t de © ye 1 mee 5 e 
1 I of itus, 10 we atte in acts | 
= The gallery; 1 in which they were a 
ranged was curiouſly ornamented wit} 
ee devices, on which time ſeemed 

to make very little imp! lion—it x * 
me pleaſure to find that many 
overnors had taken the lead 

fo band. particular] ly; ons wh wi 

divided bis Farin s bi 

thers Frocl ucius- .. 10 nds G 
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opened his ears to the complaint of his 
| ſubjects ; nay, he viſited them, and re- 
; dreſſed their , er lince the 
| iſland has flouriſhed. il Tong | 
Ihe Viceroy was as ood. « as his 
5 word the next day I had the plea- ; 
ſiure o converſing with Mr. Smith, | 
the author of this a apo.vgue, and his „ 
Joy 1 in W. ſe converſation {yay Mis = 
. Wen reſerve the remainder to „ 
Ih Pats and in the meari. time 1 ay 1 
ä all the Pay pineſs that can pollibly 


1 attend us ob. tus fide the grave, N el. 
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| ny DEAR FRIEND, - a. | | ö 


ELINA uſed to drink tea in her 
bower, which lay at an eaſy diſtance 
from the caſtle, at the foot of a hill, 
which was juſt high enough to give you 


a view of the enchanting valley in 
which it aroſe—the bower was dellghr⸗ 


ful: even now, in imagination, I breathe 


+> the ſweets of it the very honey-ſuckles 
. curled like the tendrils of the vine 


Elvina entertained us with a ſong, and 
I think I hear it yet—it almoſt ſtole 


me from mylelf. Our converfation 
chiefly turned upon the beauties of the 


place; and the mildneſs of the ſun, 


a which was now ſucceeded by the moon. 
As ſoon as we got home, the gover- 


nor's eldeſt fon conducted me to one of 


the old towers, which we aſcended, 
. whence we had a proſpect of the ſea, 
| which was ſo — that in ad- 


ARS Mo 
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dition to its own, it boaſted all the 
beauty of the heavens, particularly the 
lamp of night, which ſeemed to be ſuſ- 
pended from the middle of the ſtarry 
vault At the ſame time, I was enrap- 


tured with the notes of Elvina's night- 
ingale, who called “ her miſtreſs 


home with muſic. The ladies on our 


return thought to frighten us, as the 
pular report was that the tower was 

ed Ads ghoſts and hobgoblins 

made no part e cee 1 ſeized the 


firſt I faw by the ; which proved 
to be Elvina—a gentle trepidation 


ſeized on all my frame, which that 


lovely nymph attributed to fear—but 
I now know what to attribute it to- the 
reader may attribute it to what he 


pleaſes.— This letter is'ſhort enough, 


but a bad letter cannot be too ſhort. 


; Good Night. | | 


LETTER 
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=o ur Dran FRIEND, | f 
1 r % oz Ni Tea 
je THE; hath fad ont ſomebody 
has ſaid it for him, and that will anſwer 


my purpoſe as well—that a man loves 
tao dwel longeſt on thoſe things which 
are deareſt to him, however unimpor- 
tant they may be to others. Often 
have I known a countr ſquire 11 
acquaintance run on for an 
re: of Jowler, and the maker: e 
foxes he had killed in his time; but in 
the whole courſe of -converſation I do 
not remember that I once heard him 
mention his wife, though. ſhe was gene- 
rally allowed to be a good kind of a 
woman, which you know is very com- 
mon now-a-days.—lI could not help 
thinking that Elvina looked after me 
as I departed; and in vain did I call on 
Om, wit check the dt 557 1 
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return the viſit in the tcurſe/of:a few 
days; this was dae t and 
in truth I thought thoſe few days ſo 
many years; in the interim I was 
bufily employed in the garden: not a 


flower that I heard Elvina admire, as 


Shenſtone ſays, that I did not haſte to 
plant in it. "The. long looked-for day - 
at length came, and as e cottage was 
notlarge eno enough to entertain our noble 
= tched a tent within a 
| ew yards | . 0 41 the banks of the 
river. The entertainment reminded me 
2 thoſe days of innocence, when Ra- 
caged to-grace the bower 
our firſt parents. Having:ſpent the 
firſt day in feſtivity;' we agreed to viſit | 
that part of the ſhore on which I was 
firſt thrown. The whole family was 
greatly delighted with the ſtructure 
_ of my New, the manner in which I had 


- 
— 


wught. The governor and his family, 
however, were ſo kind as to promiſe to 


contrived without nai 1 0 ins, to con- 


Wy dür ados all wi affection 
which 
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which I ſhewed for it : Elvina in par- 
ticular inſiſted that it ſhould be repaired; 
and was ſo kind as to commit the motto 
ot it to her pocket- book. The young 
ladies promiſed to renew their viſit as 
ſoon as I had repaired my boat, in or- 
der to have the pleaſure of ſailing in 
it on the adjoining lake: and to make 
the time as ſhort as poſſible E ſet about 
the pleaſing taſk with all the diſpatch 
imaginable, and in lefs than a fortnight 
had the pleaſure of acquainting them 
that it was in readineſs to receive them. 
The next morning after breakfaſt L 
had the happineſs of conducting them 
aboard, and never did veſſel bear ſo 
rich a treaſure; and do you know that 
Ixeally thought that it was ſenſible of 
it? In addition to this the day wa 
_ | fine, and the lake was ſo extenſive, as 
to indulge us in all the enjoyment of 
it: the ny of the ſcene for ſome 
occupied our precious moments; 
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the converſation then took place be- 
twixt Elvina and me, the particulars 
of which dwell ſo freſh.on my memory, 
that I hope I ſhall be indulged the re- 
petition at leaſt the heads of it. 
Elvina. I think I never enjoyed ſo 
much pleaſure in my life. I know 
not the, perſon at preſent, however 
exalted their ſituation, that I envy... 


Author. If any thing could add to 


the happineſs this ſcene imparts, it is 
what is Juſt fallen from your lips. 


Elvina. Mr. ———, it is not poſ- N 


5 able that zone can take ſuch an e 
in my hap 


f We roy jj xr 1 know not. what 


a you "radi think, but I ws ſpeak the 
1% very well, Gn; 5 1 ſee that 


you have learned the: art of ie 1 


Alread 
| 1 a Madam, 18 on recolb 
_—_— that Jo u will find my ſex as 
on on thole occaſions as your own. 


Fine, | What: do you think. of 
1 eats Kaen, 
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1 neas, how did he ſerve the nnkep- 
Ef: believe the poet? 
g I. ed to look 
24 tranſſation. an 
3 pv wt 1 muſt confeſs that he treat- 
_ Tk _ ed her exceedingly ill. fob ears 
1 Eina. Hal you been in his ſirua- 
Rm tion, perhaps ou would e done the 
ſame. Nn Rats i 12103 505t 
. Autbor. If I kmow any den bert I 
dr would have torn it from my boſom 
—_— firſt. ©; P 
"ms Elina. 1 think you would;: be 
= 1 aſſured e eee e appear 
=} - Four: „ 
. 1 hid. Is ib poſſible. tl {RR 
nion! can entertain to your ene 
1 re. Af 1 1 ſhall a | 
=". (SED Grable. EE: TN e 
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Author. But will you conſider, Ma- | 


dam, the power of daun . 
Elvina. What power? 
Author. A power, indeed, which 1 

am not able to deſcribe, and of which 

the poets ſeem ſo ſenſible, that they 
have aſcribed every thing that can 
ſubdue the heart of man to your 


ſex Witneſs the expreſſion of 
Adam on his Free ſuperiority | 


over Eve. 
_ Elvina. Ay, but they have 


placed 
the fatal dart in the hand of your ſex 


with much more truth —Do you! re- 
member Cupid ? 


- Author. I do bot know but 1 may 


remember him. 115 
De ſun by this had Noned'his wel- 


tern wheel, in conſequence of Which 
we directed our ourſe alon yi ſhore, 1 


which was ſhaded with Tofty pines 
and horn-beam ; ſcarce a branch that 


did not bend with the melody of birds, Tg 
Which was now heightened” with the _ 
mm lids halt: on 
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compoſition, of which the following i 5 
| a a very imperiec, tranſlation: | 
Ds flattering gale 8 


5 5 We court the fail, Fo 
: "et Fi When in the harbour ing ne” 
Dll But when at ſe _ 3 
. fly man, like tber... 
£7 FF . 20 Adieu to r and fghing- 


1 Hy We how os ihe ſun apr p 85 
£ Ahere nattery br 
Nh Abe mirror for wt; E * 
; To which fond beauty truſts in - 
70925 5 Let prudenee then direct your __ a 
„ ; 
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ver ation of Elvina continually Dad 
on. my imagination — her image 3 


E 7, 4 nom a / . han a a 


yer preſent tomy mind, haunting m 
1 1 5 bt my dreams; but what: 1 — a 
. wok. of all was, to think that ſuch . 


2 2 an image ſhould bring the pangs along 
5 ith. it ce 1 . dr thay were —_ 
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delicious pangs ; I could not conceive 
what it was that affected me: I that 


was heretofore ſo fond of ſociety, and 
the charms of converſation, ſought the 


deepeſt ſhade, delighted only to walk 
on the margin of the murmuring 
ſtream, abſorbed in thought : 'I could- 
not bear the voice of muſic, unlels it 
flowed in the moſt pathetic ſtrain ; 
even ſleep, that uſed to weigh down my 


| eyes: with ſoft op , ea neglected 


his balmy viſits, and if I chanced 
10 Kill a victim to his ſoft influence, I 

be gen dream of Elvina; but my 

dreams were ſo confuſed, that I could 

only rerollect that I gazed on her 
co her air, or her eyes, the latter 
particular—thoſe magazines of love 

pur tir conſpicitur animus, as the 
philoſopher well obſerves, which - 
have a peculiar language of their own, 


-and which nothing can expreſs 


O blandos oculos & inquietos, 
„Et quadam propria nota loquaces, Ser. 


not the oculorum nobilis . 


vor. „ 5 1 could 
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I eould not conceive what it was 
that affected me, till I happened on a 


day to take up Thomſon's Seaſons, in 
which as a mirror I ſoon-diſcovered the 
cauſe of my pain.— Alas! I found that 
J had not eſcaped the dart of Cupid * 
the diſeaſe, as I may call it, thus 


diſcovered, my next attention was to 
_ -conceal it if poſſible; and in truth I 
found this a very difficult taſk. So 


true is the ſaying of the poet. I did 
Not eſcape, — unnoticed, but 
J had the addreſs to aſcribe it to ano- 


ther cauſe; I was ſo innocent as to 
think that it could be cured. In the 


firſt place I called reaſon to my aid, 
but I ſoon found that reaſon is treaſon 


an love l contraſted my fituation with 


that of the beloved object, but ſoon 
found that love will hope where rea- 


. fon would deſpair ; notwithſtanding 


But abſent, what fantaſtic woes arous'd, 


<6 Range in each thought, by reſtleſs mufing 
| fed, &. „ "I HOM80N,. 


the 
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the diſparity of our fortunes, I ſoothed 
myſelf with the ſaying of the Spaniard, 
« that where merit is without limits 
hope may well be without bounds.” — 
Oh, Fontenelle ! how truly haſt thou 
ſaid, „that love is the revenue of 
beauty, and whoever ſees beauty with- 
out offering love is guilty of down- 
right ro Y” which I ſhould be * 
ſorry to be oharged wit. 


Good Night. 


Ls 155 LETTER 
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LETTER XXXI. 


1 1 


"MY DEAR FRIEND, | 


< 


BUT who is ſhe-that walketh in 
| maiden (innocence, through yonder 
purple mead; with a primroſe-bud; 
* e of Spring, on her ſnowy 

breaſt? her garment brighter than the 


light which ſtreams from Berenices 


hair—her eyes are milder than the 
twin dew- drops of April—at her ap- 
| proach all things revive, even Nar- 
_ ciſlus pale raiſes his head the ſtream 
forgets to chide the interrupting peb- 


ble, and the birds melt into ſofter - 


notes.—It is Hope: Thou art welcome 
to my cottage, let my eyes drink in 
thy beams, thou that delighteſt to 
chear the drooping ſoul, to pour oil 


Into the lover's wounds, to breathe 


upon the melting meſſenger of love, 
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and to ſooth the 
of his ſpider “. 
Shakeſpea 


priſoner when robbed 


of Cupid, and that it fell upon a little 
lant, called Love in idleneſs; the moral 
immediately ſtruck me I was refolved 


that every moment ſhould be em 


loy- 
ed, but could not help Ne e 


thought at times—in one of thole in- 


tervals I carved the following lines on 


a pine, in the deepelt part of the: 


= 


wood: 
Oi the Lovelieſt of ber Ser. 


All that beauty can inſpire— 
All that language can impart—=— 
All that ſilence can. admire—. 
All that's elegant in art, 
Centres in— ! dare not name her 
Should ſhe pity, do not blame her. 


An unhappy wreteh having been thrown into 
the Baſtile, in order to cheat the lingering hours, 
uſed to amuſe himſelf with a ſpider, which the in- 
human gaoler killed, as ſoon as he obſerved the 

intimacy that exiſted bet wixt them. 
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reſays he marked the bolt 
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Such an union in a mortal 
Does ſhe breathe— Oh!] tell us where 3 
Have you peep'd through heaven's bright 
porta 
In a dream, and ſaw her there? 5 
Still on earth ſhe deigns to dwell, 
But her name 1 dare not tell. = 
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LETTER xxxIII 


Viro muſis ſatis grato Ricardo——- 
Arma gerenti, 


Now by the beard of Saint Wilge- 


fort*®, and the legend declares it to 


be a very long one, I intended wien 


I began this novel to trouble you with | 


one letter—you will not be ſurpriſed 


at my zig-zag manner—you know me 
well 8 Ariſtotle reckoned him 
worthy of a ſtatue that firſt invented 


" rattles and children's baubles, why 
| then ſhould I be aſhamed to tell. the 


reader that employed: a good deal of 


time in the formation of nick-nacks?— 
my rocking- horſe was greatly admired, 
and I believe I was the firſt that intro- 
duced the peg-top—Having paſſed 
about a fortnight in this ſpecies of 
amuſement, we were- invited by. the 


re Vid. Horæ ſee. uſum Sarum... | 
9 'L 4 | governor 
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overnor to ſpend a few weeks at a 
odge he had newly purchaſed. This 
wh oyful tidings—1 liked the whole 
family, but Elvina was the magnet of 


my . gs; the chaplain brought 


the invitation, and the more I entered 
into his character, I liked him the bet- 
ter, as he took as much pleaſure to 


convince you of the truth of any of his 


eons” as Pythagoras did 'when he 
demonſtrated the equality between the 
ſides of a rectangular triangle, and 
the ſquare of its £5" rt © 
was a lover of nee nt nas Friendly 
and I accompanied him to the NY 

ſeat, and . were received with a wel- | 


come I cannot deſcribe. 


Your's ſincerely, | 


CN. 


LETTER 


* 


TE WAND ERNC ISLANDER. 225 


LETTER XXXIV. 
_ MY DEAR FRIEND, . 


* MV time, O ye muſes, was hap- 
pily ſpent” in company with Elvina, 
or ſtretched in the ſhade, where, as 
Drayton ſays, c n 
The birds ſtrove which ſhould ſweetlieſt ſing.” 


Perhaps it is not too late to tell you, 
that Elvina—whoſe thoughts were ſo 
pure that they might be written on. 
the unſun'd lily, and on. whoſe bo- 
ſom the heavenly dove of pity loved 
to reſt—perhaps it may. not be too 
late to tell you, that ſhe endowed a 
| ſmall ſchool for the education of or- 
phans. I went to ſee the little nurſery, 
the little flower-garden, in which 1 
was ſo highly pleaſed with the- buds 


of innocence, that I know you will 


excuſe me if I dwell a little longer on 
1t-than I intended when I took up the 
% pen. 
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pen. The little building was reared 
in a valley, {heltered from thoſe blaſts 
that gall the infants of the Spring; 
it well Faited its inhabitants; the in- 
ſide of the walls was ornamented with 


Polifhed pebble, whoſe wavy dies had 
A moſt agreeable effect. I could not 


diſcern any paintings, and I was forry 
for it—there was a figure of Moles in 


the bull-ruſhes, done by the nee- 
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dle, and inimitably executed; the 
{miles of the baby, and the tenderneſs 
of -Pharaoh's daughter, were finely 


o 


_ imagined, 


As the benefit of the inſtitution was 
every day viſible, it was determined to 


enlarge it by voluntary contributions; 
for this purpoſe it was reſolved that a 


charity ſermon ſhould be annually 
preached for that purpoſe ; and [I 


was pleaſed to find that it fell on 


the Sunday following.—The gover- 
nor and his whole family repaired 


to the church, which was remarkably 
 neat—they had only reſorted to the 


quarry for an altar-piece of a light * 
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dar colour, which was ornamented with 
pilaſters, with gilt capitals, entablature, 
and compaſs pediment, under which 
was a glory encompaſſed with cheru- 
bims, and theſe words, Surſum corda, 
'this was enough.—The looks of the 
preacher, as Goldſmith ſays, adorned . 
the venerable place. The diſcourſe. 
was excellent—an appeal at once to 
Humanity and reaſon ; but the-hymn 
which proceeded out of the mouths of 
the babes and ſucklings, for they were 
little more, wafted the very {oul to 
the footſtool of grace 

& Around thy throne in ſilence, all | | 
Our kind, our watchful guardians meet 
„ Down, down the conſcious ſeraphs fall, 
« Adore and tremble at thy feet. TESTO 
„ What beams of bliſs, what light, what love, 
From thence thoſe happy minds inſpire ; 

46. They riſing fing, ie improve, 

Loud halleluialis ſwell the choir!” .* 

Eo „ Adieu. 
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LETTER XXXV. 
- MY DEAR FRIEND, | 


IN the Roman mythology the fatal 
ſiſters are ſpinſters—in the northern 
mythology they are weavers. I never 
gave mylelf any trouble to find ont 
who it was that wove or ſpun the web 
of my life ; all that I know is that, to 
the time I am ſpeaking of, it was da- 
maſked, I may ſay with roſes, but 1 

now began to find that thoſe: roſes 

were not without thorns.—Elvina en- 

tered intoall our amuſements, in which 
angels might have mingled, and in 
which no doubt they did ; this, how- 
ever, could not ſecure us from the 
ſhafts of ſorrow. One evening, as we 
were collecting ſome beautiful ſhells 
on the ſea-ſhore, Elvina complained of 
à head-ache; when we got home it 
was encreaſed to that degree that ſhe 
was obliged to retire to 2 this af- 
55 5 feected 
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fected me very much; I hoped, how- 
ever, that a little reſt and. a cordial, 


which ſhe had been prevailed on to 


take, would relieve her ; with thefe 
hopes I went to bed, but could get:no 


reſt: the welcome dawn, ſo long looked 


for, at length arrived, but the news 
that Elvina was ſtill as bad as ever, or 


rather worſe, caſt a gloom over it as 


dark as the ſhades of night.—A very 
ſenſible man in the neighbourhood, 


who had made phyſic a principal part 


of his ſtudy was immediately ſent for 
II watched his departure, in order, 
if poſlible, to learn his opinion, which 
found he was very cautious of giving; 


all that I could draw from him was, 


that it was a nervous fever, and that 
he had adviſed it neceſſary to call in 
a phyſician—the very name of a phy- 


fician was ſufficient to frighten me, 


and from tis ſingle circumſtance I 


concluded that it was all over. The 


doctor came, and I thought there was 


healing in his very looks, for perhaps 
VVV a ſweeter 
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2 ſweeter countenance ſeldom falls to 
the lot of man—he made no ſcruple of 
telling me that her pulſe was exceed- 
ingly low, and that if the did not take 
the medicines he preſcribed! he could 
not anſwer for her fituation—I was 
forry to hear that ſhe was ſo averſe 
from taking whatever was preſcribed. 
The doctor returned in the evening, 
and as her head was rather worſe, he 
ordered her feet to be fomented, 
* which brought on a ſhort ſleep, during 
which I n eee I was in Para- 
diſe.— Mrs. Friendly fat by her bed- 
ſide the whole time, and as ſoon as ſhe 
awoke brought me word that ſhe 
thought her fomewhat eafier—having 
drank in this intelligence with a gree- 
dy ear, I took a turn in the garden, 


and thought that the flowers looked 


ten times fairer than they did a few 
hours before; from thence I went to 
my chamber, and thought I found an 
_ mnclination to read a little I took up a 
book, and the firſt paſſage I happened to 
11-830 VVV 


1 
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alight on-was.the Garland, written by 
Prior. Though I had read the poem 
before, I could not help reading it 
= as I thought there was ſome- 
thing ominous in it“, eſpecially that 
| | a 


* The pride of every grove I choſe, 
Ihe violet ſweet and lily fair, 
„The dappled pink, and bluſhing roſe, 
+ To deck my charming Chloe's hair. 


« At morn the nymph vouchſaf'd to place 
« Upon her brow the various wreath; 
„ The flowers leſs blooming than her face, 


*The ſcent leſs fragrant than her breath. 


« The flowers ſhe wore along the day: 
« And ey'ry nymph and ſhepherd d, 
« That in her hair they look'd more gay 
«© Than glowing in their native bet. 
« Undreſs'd at evening, when ſhe found. + -- 
« "Their odours loſt, their colours paſt, 
« She'chang'd her look, and on the ground 


Her garland and her eye ſhe caſt, 5 


4 That eye dropg'd ſenſe diſlin® and clear, 

« As any Muſe's tongue could ſpeak, _ 
4 When from its lid a pearly tear © | 
Ran trickling down her beauteous cheek, 


| « Diſſembling 
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ſtanza that related to Stella. It was 
but a few days before that I had col- 
lected the pride of every grove to deck 
Elvina's hair; and: who knows, ſaid I, 
but in a few days hence I ſhall be em- 


Diſſembling what I knew too well, 
My love, my life, ſaid I; explain; 
This change of humour pr'ythee tell: 
c That falling tear, what does it mean? 


« She ſigh'd, ſhe ſmil'd, and to the flow'rs 
Pointing, the lovely moraliſt ſaid— 
vs See, friend, in ſome few fleeting hours, 
See yonder, what a change is made. 


cc. Ah me! the blooming pride of May, 
And that of beauty, are but one; 


At morn both flouriſh bright and gay, 


* Both fade at evening, pale and gone. 


Ct At dawn poor Stella danc'd and ſung, 
The amorous youth around her bow'd; 


At night her fatal knell was rung, 
law and kiſs'd her in her ſhroud. 
4 Such as ſhe is, who dy'd to-day, 
c“ Such I, alas] may be to-morrow: . 


1 Go Damon, bid thy muſe diſplay 
8 The juſtice of thy Chloe's ſorrow.“ : 


5 
| \ 


% ployed : 
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Ployed in the tender taſk of collecting 


owers to ſtrew her hearſe—ſweets to 
the ſweets ? —— Toward evening her 
head-ache encreaſed, and my anguiſh 
encreaſed in proportion; my only com- 


fort was, that I thought I felt my head 


ache too, and that if ſhe went I ſhould 


follow after My mind was ſo dif- 
tracted, that I knew not what to do 


My flute preſented itſelf ; I took it up, 
and having brea hed two or three pen- 
ſive airs, Mrs. Friendly came to me, - 


and deſired that I would play a few 


more, as Elvina thought ſhe felt ſome 
eaſe at ſome of the tender falls. I was 
happy to find that I could contribute 


in the leaſt to her relief—I know not 


what it was that inſpired me, but L 


think I touched on ſome notes that 1 
never had the felicity of awakening 


before or ſince. Some time previous 
Elvina had compoſed a ſong, which. 
I fet to muſic, and as I Eine; it, weak 
as ſhe was, ſhe accompanied the air at 
intervals with a few of the "—_— 
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The phyſician was very well pleaſed to | 
3 find the effect which muſic had on her, 


and recommended it at times. That 


night I compoſed the following, _ 
was my ſecond attempt in poetry, it 
77075, Toma by that name: 


only ſing in death, 
1 waft a ſweeter breath 


| When dying—hear, ye Powers divine, 
To thy poor ſuppliant's voice incline-:. 
For once, oh ! let thoſe omens fail, 
In ſecret let thoſe fighs prevail 
Bid death ſuſpend his lefell'd darts. 


| Oc elſe 1 8 it in wy heart. 
: Adieu. 
12 
Fs 1. ; fo : 
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MY DEAR FRIEND, 


ON the eleventh night of Elvina's 
fſickneſs, as I was laying on my bed, 
with the candle burning on a chair be- 
ſide me, Mrs. Friendly entered, and 
deſired ee e be eser 5 had 
only power to ſay, I ſuppoſe ſhe is no 
| me Ves, ihe is ns. ho ; butſhe 
has juſt had a violent fit, in which I 
thought ſhe would have expired—ſhe 
is now come to herſelf, and ſeems in- 
clined to ſleep.” Mrs. Friendly re- 
turned in the courſe of a few minutes, 
to tell me that ſhe was aſleep, and that 
ſhe breathed pretty freely.--* The fates 
may call, but God can recall,” this was 
all I ſaid. Mrs. Friendly, who was 
the beſt nurſe in the world, inſiſted on 
my taking a ſmall 33 which com- 
poſed my ſpirits ſo far, that in the 
BY courſent] half an hour I fell aſleep pa 
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and did not wake till four o'clock the 
next morning. The firſt news was, 
that Elvina had a glorious night—that 
was the expreſſion I remember. Every 
countenance was brightened up with. 
fmiles, eſpecially when the doctor 
ventured to pronounce her out of all 
danger, provided his directions were 
followed ;—and perhaps no directions 
N were more punctually attend- 
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LET TER XXXVII. 
„ DEAR FRIEND, 


. THIS would be the place, perhaps 
you will ſay, to indulge reflections on 

ickneſs, youth, and the uncertainty of 
every thing in this life — but the poets 
and naturaliſts, and thoſe who love to 
view every object through the diſco- 
loured medium of melancholy, have 


already ſaid ſo much on this ſubje, 
that if I even had a mind, there is no- 
thing left for me toſay—*<I am glad of 
3th." — my old friend, Mr. N. who 


* 


has juſt left me; give us ſomethin 
that will make us laugh, we meet wit 


enough to make us cry; and though 
we are indebted to a ſick- bed for one 
of the fineſt poems in any language, 
I mean the Book of Job, yet I am no 
great admirer of thoſe ſickly produc- 


tions ; I want to read ſomething that 
is will 
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will unbend me”—this pun came ve 
well from a man, who is almo 
double. with age.—Elvina' mended 
3 apace : in a ſhort time the primroſe 
| 1 up its ſhoxt-lived reign to the 
 < y; and the lily divided its empire 
| | : la "Cle lovelieſt of cheeks with the roſe. 


A day of thankigiving was ſet 
— and the Governor, aa, Fo beſt 
teftimony of his wy to Heaven, 
paid the he debts number of unfor- 
tunate men, whoſe creditors' hearts 
were leſs relentleſs than the walls of 
their prifons. Mrs. Friendly was im- 
patient to get home, as ſhe longed to 
embrace her grandſons, of whoſe 
Health ſhe uſed to receive an account 
twice a week at leaſt ; the harveſt allo. 
required her preſence. The Governor 
made us fome preſents on our depar- 
ture: Icould only be prevailed on to ac- 
cept a book from Elvina, and a picture 
from each of her amiable fiſters; the 
firſt was a ſnou - drop, in water-colours, 
oP emblem of her mind that gave it ; 
„ We 
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and the ſecond was a 
Elvina, which I am afraid 


rtrait of 
have loſt, 


but the impreſſion remains, and ever 


ſhall remain in my heart, 


2 — 


= 


Adieu. 


IETTER 


— 
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LETTER XXXL 


"MY DEAR FRIEND, 


YOU may remember, when you 
and I -travelled - together to . 
that we ſtopped two days and as 
many nights, at a little village in our - 
way—nay, I think, it was ſomething 
out of our way; and you know it was 
as much as I could do, to perſuade 
ou to ſet off the third morning: Was 
it buſineſs that detained you? No, it was 
the beauty of the place, and for a 
month after you could talk of nothing 
elſe, the landlady excepted —Now in 
the name then of all our Tutelar 
and Titular ſaints, why ſhould you be 
diſpleaſed with me for dwelling on a 
ſubject that is ſo dear to me 


Oh l memory thou ſoul of joy and Pain, 
F Thou actor of our paſſions o'er again.” 
| 5 3 5 ; I be- 
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_ I believe I told you that I caught 
hold of Elvina's hand, which was as 
fair as a lily, and ſtill ſofter than it 
was fair; ſuch was the ſweet confuſion 


into which it involved me, that I can- 


not recolle& whether ſhe drew it 
haſtily out of mine or no—as ſoon as 
I came to myſelf a little, I began 
to reflect on my temerity, and to 
tremble for the conſequence. A 


few minutes relieved me; a -fmile 


convinced me that ſhe was not diſ- 
In haſtening to the end, I do not 
recollect that I mentioned our viſit 

to the 8 of the ifland, which 
might be fix miles diſtant from 
the viceregal palace ; the Governor 
thought the jaunt would be agreeable: 
_ Elvina propoſed going by water; and 
as the weather was fine, the propoſal 
was immediately agreed to. The city 
as it was called confiſted of about 2000 


inhabitants, the houfes were exceed- 


ingly neat, two ſtories high in general, 


ti. 


built 


3 
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built of wood, and thatched with 


reeds. — The ſtreets were remark- 


ably wide, and lined with trees; 


| —the town garden, which was the 


property of the citizens, might be 
about half as large again-as the Green 
Park; the grand gate had been juſt 


finiſhed; it was the deſign of the 
governor to * ornamented it with 


carried to a tolerable. 


a figure of Plenty, but the citizens 


wives would have none but Priapus.— 


$ * 


Independent of this each houſe-keeper 
had a garden immediately annexed to 
his houſe, in which I was pleaſed to 
find that the art of 8 Was 

8 egree OL Per- x 


fection; and I found it was a general 


rule to place the temple of Cloacina 
at a proper diftance. 


Having dined at the houſe of one 
of the magiſtrates, we went thence to 


_ viſit he caſtle, which was the oldeſt 


building in the city ; tradition had 


not even preſerved the name of the 


founder. Do you wonder at that? 


; 


3 
1 
. 
2 
1 
3 
| 
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| Not in the leaſt.— Has even hiſtory 
preſerved the names of thoſe that 


raiſed the lofty pyramids of Egypt 


thoſe monuments of human power 


for no human purpoſe?—Reconcile 
Herodotus and Diodorus, if you can, 


or if you have nothing elſe to do.— 


The grand ſaloon was hung with a 


kind of tapeſtry, ſprinkled with flow- 
ers, conceits and devices of rare in- 
vention. There were ſome ſtatues, 


but very rude, I could diſcern only 


one in marble, an inimitable figure of 


Niobe,dumb with grief. Over the door 


1 happened to ipy the effigy of a man 
a 


in the habit of a peaſant, but there 


was a dignity-in his air; his brows 
were bound with a ſlender fillet of 
wheat, ſo naturally executed that I 


ſcarce could perſuade myſelf that it 
was not real.—From thence we went 


to the theatre, which was a ſeparate ' 
building in the form of a circle ex- 

ceedingly large. The ſtage roſe uß 
RR ; in 


M 2 
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in the middle. The pretor, on ſeeing 
me view the whole very attentively, 
addrefled me thus: This theatre is 
not deſtined to the repreſentation of 
Plays; in this iſland it is a cuſtom, 
time immemorial, to appoint a num- 
ber of perſons of diſtinguiſhed talents 
and veracity, to record the meritorious 
actions of tlie inhabitants; once a 


Fear the whole ifland, or as many as 


chuſe, aſſemble in this theatre to hear 
thoſe actions read by the hiſtorians 


themſelves ; by this means every man is 


acquainted with the hiſtory of his 


country, the riſe and progreſs of the 


arts; a generous emulation is thus 
fanned, and the ſeeds of patriotiſm 
and virtue implanted and cheriſhed. in 


every breaſt, to that degree in general 
that I have known the meaneſt virtue 
rife up and expand like the grain of 
muſtard- ſeed in ſcripture.” —I was 
eharmed with this account, and ſtill 
more {o, when he told. me that 2 
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firſt of thoſe. aſſemblies: would take 


place in leſs than ten.days, and that I 
muſt not think of departing until I 
heard the life of an illuſtrious hero 


read, who had expired in the arms 
of victory.—I had the pleaſure: of 
hearing his life read ; and-as he had 


fallen in defence of the liberties of 


his country, I thought that his eu- 


logy would turn entirely on his feats 


in battle; inſtead of that I was ver 
much ſurprized to find that his 
filial affection, his humanity, his 
tronage of the arts, his ae, | 
in the ſenate, &c. took the d. 
When the hiſtorian however came to 
the circumſtances of his death, the 


whole audience melted into tears.— - 


His buſt was then placed on the ſtage, 
the Genius of the iſland firſt appeared 
in the habit of a beautiful young 


woman, with a dejected air that 


could not be feigned : having placed 


a crown of laurel on his head, in 


Mg which 
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which each of the Virtues in their 
turn inſerted an emblematic flower, 
Envy came in laſt of all, and with a 
reluctant hand placed a ſprig of bays 
on the top af the. whole: i557, 
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LETTER XXXIX. 


— 2m. (de. 


MY DEAR. FRIEND, 


I WOULDnotadvilſe you to read this 
till after dinner, or at leaſt till you are 
ſure that you are in a good, temper on 
your own account and mine: this ought 
to be reſerved, you will ſay, for the poſt- 
{cript ; but perhaps it would'come too 
late in that order. You ſee I have paſſed 
over ten days of which I have ſaid no- 
thing, and in truth all that I could 
' ſay, were J inclined to be more parti- 
cular than I am, is, that they paſſed 
over fo agreeably, that I could ſcarce” 
perſuade myſelf that the whole exceed- 5 
ed ſo many hours - ſuch is the celerity | 
of Time when Pleaſure holds the glaſs. 
— The ſupper was uſually crowned 
with a ſtory from ſome of the beſt wri- 
ters: and as I read a number of pa- 
BE WL N 4 ___ thetic 
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thetic tales, I had the pleaſure of ob- 
| ſerving, that as often as I touched on 
any. one founded on dilintereſted love 
and faithful paſſion, that Elvina was 
iure to tranſcribe the particulars of it 
"Zo into a book which ſhe had prepared for 
that purpoſe; and indeed it was ſur- 
”— prifing to think how ſhe improved, 
| 5 eren on the moſt tender expreſſions. 
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LETTER II. 


Mv DEAR FRIEND, 1 
THE Arabians, ſpeaking of the cure 


of love, adviſe to take — = ays 


—＋ Ferrand) to diſcourſe o 


that is the cauſe of this paſſion, 
in u fl hearing of the patient, and to 


reckon up all her ———— mak - 
ing them more and greater than they 
are, and even to ſet forth her virtues 
in the colour and ſhape of vices: 


Et mala ſunt vicina'bonis : errore ſub lo, 
Pro vitio, virtus erimina pe tulit, 


1 thought to this remedy, but, 
when I ty the of the per- 

fections of her ſex, I could find none in 
her. I caſt my eye forward, and ſtrove 


to perſuade myſelf, that I ſa time 
robling her eyes of their luſtre, and her 


cheeks " thoſe roſes that bloomed in 
Legal r rtampery a6 and love 
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were in their prime,” but my heart im- 
mediately role up in rebellion, called 

forth the beauties of her ning, and filled 

her eyes with the luſtre of uncreated 
_ - light, a beam of the Divinity itſelf. — 
I How did my heart reproach me, SHED 
To ee ae d _ 


2 3 has juſt told me that 

yy Jr of a rock, and 
urt your knee; he ſaw how much it 
affected me (for I always tremble at 
the recital of an accident) and only re- 
peated that you had cut your knee, but 
that you would be well in a day or two 
may that of his ſtory be true, 
but l am afraid It will not affect me ſo 
much to hear the whole from yourſelf 
Do not deceive me, nor keep me in 
Pain, I ſhall beſo uneaſy till I hear 


from oh. VP 
WO i ELVINA. 
1 . eaſy 0 catntiche emotions 


I felt on reading this letter; and fi 
| i 


THE WANDERING ISLANDER. - 281 


did not wiſh of all things to keep her 
—_ I wrote the lng anſwer. 


_ MADAM, 


" Your note was ſo kind that I ima- 
gined your dove dictated it ; but what 
ove ſo tender as your heart?—I am 
not much hurt—Ido not deceive you 
the wound is very {light on the ſide of 
my knee; in a day or two I hope to be 
well; but how ſhall I thank you for the 
intereſt you take in every thing that 


concerns me? $4 | N 
£ A, am, 5 | 
FIT a 7 ; | Your moſt ance, 


0. NORTH, 
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> LETT Uk" XL 


MY DEAR FRIEND, | 
I HOPE you will excuſe me for 
dwelling ſo long on a ſubject that 
| made an impreſſion on my heart that 
I 5 you recollect that mine was an age, 
= when ſpringing youth made it a 
debt to nature. Once more I was 
determined to try the effect of employ- 
ment, for which purpoſe I uſed to riſe 
every morning as ſoon as the cock had 
rung his firſt matin; ſometimes I di- 
rected the plough, worked in the 
garden, or aſſiſted Mrs. Friendly in 
collecting fimples, but in vain ; hope 
ſtill whiſpered, that remedies yet 
remained, and that medicine could 
boaſt of a cure. for this , pur- 
poſe. I read over all that Gordon, 


Arnaldus, Avicen, had written on the 
fubject, but in vain ; for in the end 1 
| Le. found 


- 
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found out the truth of what Ovid has 
ſung, that no herbs will cure love. 
Thus finding that it was eaſier to 
yield than perſiſt, I amuſed myſelf with 
all that the poets have written on this 
paſſion, that is on thoſe that really felt 
what they painted, of which I am now 
a pretty good Judge. J muſt declare 
that Dryden, Cowley, Fontenelle, &c, 
have only deſcribed the offspring of 
their own imagination ; love and 
poetry are coeval, and I may add 
painting too, for my next employ- 
ment was to Prue the 2 form 
of my miſtreſs; and impoſſible it is 
to expreſs the rapture which I felt in 
_ ſtriking out a line, which happened to 
give me back, as it were, the image of 

my mind. I was even happy in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of her image, but could not 
to think that any other ſhould poſleſs 
the original; this was the thought 
that pierced my breaſt, and imbittered 

all the rapture, that I enjoyed in her 
converſation, which I ſtrove to by, 
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burt in vain; in a ſhort time I was even 
_ deprived of this happineſs, for the 
governor was recalled, and his famil 
of courſe attended him. I ſhall not 
detain: you with what 1 felt on this 
occaſion, as I am certain I have already 
treſpaffed too long on your patience, 
and the only conſolation I had was, that 
I thought our adieu was mutual, and 
that I could ſtill enjoy the pleaſure of 
viſiting thoſe delightful ſcenes, in 
which. I had participated ſo much of. 
her company; but alas! this only 
ſerved to renew my grief, but it 
was a pleaſing grief. I was warmly 
invited to accompany them — never 
was there ſuch a conflict between love 
and gratitude; the firſt pleaded for 
Elvina, and the ſecond for Mrs. 
Friendly and as the balance was near 
finding its level, hope whiſpered that 
I ſhould ſee Elvina once more. The 
governor who ſucceeded him arrived 
min a ſhort time; his character was 
variouſly ſpoken of; his family was 
large, and ſaid to be exceedingly af- 
ED „„ T2 
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fable; he had ſcarcely been a month 
in the iſland, when I had the honour 
3 the following note from 


« A particular friend of mine has 


ſpoken ſo highly of you, that I wiſh 


of all tings to ſee you. My family 
are ſo diſconſolate on leaving their 


native ſoil, that we really ſtand in 


need of a friend to enliven us a little. 


J have a good collection of books, 


which areentirely at your ſervice, with 
this proviſo, that you are not to ſpend 


more of your time with them, than 


with 


Wd 


any thing ſhoul 


* 


* : 
A2 


To this I returned the following 
anſwer. ' : „ 
„ 
l am exceedingly ſorry to learn that 

JAfect your worthy 
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family, and {till more ſo to find that 
I cannot contribute to the diſſipation 
of that ſorrow which naturally ac- 
18 companies all benevolent minds on 
being removed out of the circle of 
their acquaintance and friends —I 
need not tell your excellency, however, 

that ſome perſons are like pictures, 

fitter for a corner than a full light: I 

| am really one of thoſe, and you 
will find me to be ſo—it is ſome time 
Wy - ſince I converſed with any one, eſpeci- 
: ally thoſe of exalted ſentiment, that 1 
1 am ' certain you will be very much 
diſappointed with all that my friends 
dave To obliging as to ſay in my 

favour—minuit præſentia formam 1 

ſhall do myfelf the honour notwith- 

| ſtanding to wait on your Excellency ; 

"| | 85 Vour moſt devoted humble Servant, 
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jr” 


LETTER XIII. 


— 


I WAS introduced to the new go- 
vernor at his maiſon de plaſance ; he was 
amuſing himſelt with a pet fox, which 

had juſt killed a blackbird, and for 
which he did not evince the fame con- 
trition that Saint Kieran did for the 
commiſſion of a leſſer crime“; though 


Saint Kieran had ſeveral foxes that ſerved 
him tamely, whom he uſed to call by the name of 
monks (a very good name l) one of theſe ſtole his 

' ſhoes with a purpoſe to eat them, to whom the 
holy man ſaid, Brother, why haſt thou done. 
this ill thing, which it becomes not a monk to do? 
Behold our water is ſweet and common, and our 
meat is divided in common enen us all; and if 
thou hadſt a mind, according to thy nature, to eat 
fleſh, God Almighty, for our fake, would have = 
made it of the bark of trees.” —Which melting - 
ſpeech ſo wrought upon the fox, that he begged 
his pardon, did penance by faſting, eating no- 
thing till the holy man had bade him. 5 
OLGANUS Vit. S. KER A, 5 Mart. p. 459. 


his 


. . . — 
— ß 
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his maſter ſaid, he was one of 
the moſt ſenſible animals in the ere- 
ation. 8 4 Y 
I never iognomy, but 
I did nat like. the Wiser 8 2 
nance. Siracides ſays, a man may be 
known by his looks. Cicero calls 
the forehead animi janua; now there 
was ſomething written on it which I 
did not like to read; but the 
old yin came into my mind, 
Fronti nul fides, no truſting to ti- 
tle pages——1 could eaſily. obſerve that 
he was reſerved, —— in the be- 
| . g only talked on general ſub- 
He invited me to dinner, and 
W + ee began to warm, he 
talked more freely. Perhaps the 
reader would wiſh to have a f. ſpecimen 
of our converſation. + 
_ Governor, This is a fine country; 
| Mr. North; 
Author. Yes, Sir, $t. Auguſtine ſays, 
that good ground conſiſts in the alti- 
tude of mountains, i in che e 
| Q 


THE WANDERING ISLANDER. 259 


of hills, and in the' fertility of level | 
fields ; and I think the mountains of 
this iſland are hi gh enough, the hills 
crowned with perpetual verdure, and 
the plains exceedingly fruitful. 
Governor. The Saints' were better 
miracle-mongers than farmers. 
Author.” True. 5 
Governor. Have you many ſcholars 
in the country? | 
Author. Ves, Sir, one in particu- 
lar, who would do honour to any 
age or country—his whole life has 
been devoted to he purſuit. of ſei- 
ence. 
1 Governor. A v uſeleſs 
Autbor. It hoy a ecken ing 
one, to trace the progreſs of that, 
which I may ſay diſtinguiſhes man 
from the brute creation, and in ſome 
meaſure exalts his alliance to the 
Deity. 
Governor. Do abs Uk sos 
- Author. I really do. Now we ſhall 
take a W ſcience architecture; 
witneſs 
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| witneſs what Sir William Hamilton 
ſays of it— hare vritten it down in 


3 Ae | 
Author. « The firſt edifices raiſed 


by men, when they ceaſed to inhabit 
caverns, or to Fate. into hollow trees, 
were, according to Vitruvius, the 
models which architecture in its in- 
fancy aimed at copying; art, in- 
ſtructed b experience, and encou- 
raged by „taught the latter 
to embelliſn the ruſtic huts, which ne- 
ceſſity had inſtructed them to build ; 
the trees were employed to hold — 
: 82 the wood- work of theſe huts, 
. rafters, which ſupported the roof, 
che roof itſelf, preſented. themſelves as 
types for an 8 which labouring to 
4 ae th wants of men draws its 
1 merit from its utility, 
| —5 eeks to render life agreeable by 
mu b a l aß its conveniencies. Thus 
metamorphoſis the ruſtic 
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the rafters into architraves, and the 
trees roughly hewn mto pillars re- 


duced to proportion; when, by wa 
of eee Which however rocaltel 


the hiſtory of the art, the origin of 


things, and the equality nature has 
placed amongſt men, the magnificence 
of the temples of the gods, and the 
moſt ſumptuous palaces of kings, pre- 
ſerved the ſtamp of the ſimplicity and 
poverty of the firſt ages, and taught 
the pride of powerful men that the 
greateſt things, of which they are moſt 


vain, often owe their firſt principles to 


the ſmalleſt.” 


Governor, All nonſenſe 3 ſuppoſe | 


you are for plays too. 

| Author. Archbiſhop Tillotſon was 
a very grave writer, and he ſays, 
« Plays may be fo framed, and go- 
verned by ſuch rules, as not only to 
be innocently ere but inſtructive 
and uſeful—to put 


vices out of countenance, which can- 
not perhaps be ſo decently reproved, 
. | e nor 


ome follies and 
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